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Disclaimer Notice:
 
    
 
   Please note the information contained within this document is for educational purposes only.
 
    
 
   Every attempt has been made to provide accurate, up to date and reliable complete information no warranties of any kind are expressed or implied. Readers acknowledge that the author is not engaging in rendering legal, financial or professional advice.
 
    
 
   By reading any document, the reader agrees that under no circumstances are we responsible for any losses, direct or indirect, which are incurred as a result of use of the information contained within this document, including – but not limited to errors, omissions, or inaccuracies.
 
    
 
   This book does contain a “trigger warning” which is slowly becoming mandatory by law in many countries. Please remember that this book is a historical remembrance. It can cause feelings of sadness for the people involved, and anger toward the people who have inflicted harm. While the “trigger warning” for this book is quite extensive, do not let it persuade you to avoid this wonderful book. Understanding history, and how we got to the places we are today is extremely important.
 
                 
 
   


  
 

Warning, This book contains graphic content that is not suited for all audiences
 
    
 
   This book is intended for mature audiences only. The publisher is not responsible for any emotional damage, either temporary or permanent, that this material may cause. This material is raw history which may cause emotional disturbances for those who are not emotionally prepared for the brutality of history, mass murder, genocide, or complete disregard to human life. It includes a great deal of needless peril and irresponsible behavior from many parties.
 
    
 
   This book contains extreme graphic content and is not for the faint of heart or children. It contains true historical events that can be extremely graphic, violent and mature in nature. There are many facts in this book that some readers may find extremely disturbing.
 
    
 
   All of the people who are spoken of in this book were innocent until proven guilty. Unfortunately, they were guilty of crimes far beyond what normal human beings can truly understand and they may be difficult to emotionally process.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Trigger Warning
 
    
 
   This book is based on actual historical events surrounding the Holocaust. Freedom of Information Rights.  This book is written in a factual manner and contains the legal names of the persons and places involved in this historical data.
 
    
 
   The legal right to publish this information using real names and exact locations of actions, is provided by the general right of access to information held by public bodies.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Contains Actual Names and Locations
 
    
 
   The legislation, which has been implemented in some countries, such as the United States and states in Europe, is intended to create an environment of openness by granting individuals the right to request information that is held within public bodies. There are a number of exceptions to the types of information that can be released (such as those connected to national security or those that might compromise Data protection.
 
    
 
   However, it is important to acknowledge that each person mentioned in this book has been tried and convicted of the crimes they were accused of. Victims have given permission for their stories to be shared in an effort to prevent a re occurrence of the mass murders and genocide that happened during the Holocaust.
 
    
 
   Since all of the information contained in this book is considered common knowledge or public access, no legal recourse may be taken by any person mentioned in this book.
 
    
 
   If at any time you feel distressed, vulnerable, or upset by the content of this book, simply close the book and return to it at a later time.
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Introduction
 
                 
 
                 Thank you for purchasing this book, “Irma Grese and the SS Girls from Hell: Secrets of the Female Guards at Auschwitz”.
 
    
 
                 Due to its subject matter this e-book is not meant for younger readers. You must be warned that this book contains graphic material of many types. Many readers may find the information in this book to be atrocious. However, this is a completely discretionary term that involves a great deal of subjectivity.
 
    
 
                 The Holocaust was a horrible historical event. It conjures up unforgettable images of horror, mass graves, piles of human bodies tumbling in front of bulldozers, skeletal remains absent their clothing, absent their dignity, most of them long dead, yet a scant few, maybe even more disturbingly, emaciated but still clinging to life. Soon to follow the others into oblivion, they stare blankly, starving, miserable and hopeless. Honestly, the topic can give you nightmares that shock you from sleep.
 
    
 
   There are many topics covered in this book that could make readers uncomfortable. For example: Nazis, communists, ethnic profiling, racial profiling, religious profiling, and many other atrocities. Hopefully, the release of this book does make the people who committed these heinous acts uncomfortable, and we hope it brings back the horrible memories of the lives they so coldly ripped from this world with no cause.
 
    
 
   If at any point while reading this book, you begin to feel extremely uneasy, it is advised that you use your own discretion as to whether you should continue reading. We advise you to make sensible decisions that are based on your own personal tolerance for the material being offered here.
 
    
 
   There is no guarantee that after you finish reading this book, you will not have regrets about the information you have obtained. Please use caution and a thorough knowledge of your own tolerance to determine whether this book is too graphic for you. Do not at any point assume that because this book is based on female members of the Nazi SS Guards that it will be easy to read. There are many instances where these females committed acts against humanity that were never thought of by men. It is also highly possible that they felt they could get away with going to these extremes simply because they are female and felt they needed to prove themselves worthy of serving next to men in the military, especially during this time.
 
    
 
                 It also conjures images of those responsible, sharp-dressed chisel-faced officers of the Nazi SS, presiding over this atrocity, this nightmare they created, the nightmare they condoned, and the horrible acts that they carried out while wearing stony expressions of cold detachment. There was no human compassion in their actions. There was no question of decency or shame, only a touch of defiance and the empty indifference of self-righteous apathy, combined with a complete lack of respect for human dignity, humanity, or human life.  There was no human compassion, whatsoever. It was as if the Nazis suddenly forgot that the Jewish people were human beings as well. When you think about the holocaust, what is the first thing that comes to mind? Are your thoughts about the millions of innocent Jewish people who died needlessly because of a narrow minded political party? Maybe your first thoughts are of an extremely short many with a wicked heart, named Adolf Hitler.
 
    
 
   For many people, their first thoughts are a swirling spiral of the two images that cause grief, pain, and embarrassment for the human population.
 
    
 
   In truth, Adolf Hitler was possibly one of the worst people who ever existed. He was a big mouthed, manipulative jerk who thought that the entire world should belong to him. Looking back at his behavior, he most likely had a serious size complex that Dr. Freud could have helped him with. Regardless, of his size issues, his ability to manipulate people into doing exactly what he wanted them to caused the suffering and deaths of millions of innocent people.
 
    
 
   Out of pure ignorance, he developed camps and forced every Jewish person his militia could find to move there. These were not nice places to be. They were places filled with death, dismemberment, people being burned alive, people being killed and maimed with harmful and toxic gasses and worse. In order to make himself feel better about what he was doing to innocent people, these places were called “concentration camps.”
 
    
 
   
  
 

The German Government Kicks-off the Holocaust
 
   While some reasons for the beginning of the German holocaust are known, there are still a lot of unanswered questions. Like many political agendas, what is spoken of behind closed doors, stays behind closed doors.
 
    
 
   The true origin of the Nazi Political Party's plan to completely eradicate the Jewish population is still being investigated nearly a century later, we do know that the plan was mass genocide, right from the start.
 
    
 
   We do know that the Nazi Political Party planned the mass murder for almost ten years before they began putting their plan into action, and the leader of the political party, Adolf Hitler, had already named the plan the “Final Solution.”
 
    
 
   The overall plan was completed in steps, most likely so that the Jewish population did not become suspicious about a political leader attempting to wipe out their entire religion in the most vicious, horrifying way possible. The German government decided to ease into the plan, mostly because there had never been a state enforced racism law in Germany, and they were not sure how well it was going to go.
 
    
 
   After Hitler explained his plan to President Hindenburg, the final terms were agreed upon. The Nazi political party and their militia were allowed to carry out the plans, but no Jewish person who served Germany during World War I was to be affected by these actions.
 
    
 
   After this agreement was reached, the Nazi party rose to power quickly.  they condoned, and the horrible acts they carried out while wearing stony expressions of cold detachment. There was no human compassion in their actions. There were no questions of decency of shame, only a touch of defiance and the empty indifference of self-righteous apathy, combined with a complete lack of respect for human dignity, humanity.  
 
    
 
                 Thanks to the Nazi party and the marvels of German engineering, an assembly line of death brought mass murder into the industrial age. Even a new word had to be invented, mass genocide, describing the wholesale extermination of an entire race, a race who the Nazis had deemed “untermenschen” or “sub-human.” They were deemed a virus that must be eradicated in the most inhumane manner possible. Even worse, the call to action for this mass murder was announced by a man with a patchy education and who never stepped foot inside of a university.
 
    
 
                 Thanks to the Nazi party and the marvels of German engineering, an assembly line of death brought mass murder into the industrial age. Even a new word had to be invented, mass genocide, describing the wholesale extermination of an entire race, a race who the Nazis had deemed “untermenschen” or “sub-human.” They were deemed a virus that must be eradicated in the most inhumane manner possible. Even worse, the call to action for this mass murder was announced by a man with a patchy education and who never stepped foot inside of a university.
 
    
 
                 The historical accounts in this book focus in on the infamous SS female guards of the Nazi extermination camps, deviant women who were considered just as bad, or, in some cases, even worse than their male counterparts.
 
    
 
                 Throughout history, ever since Eve bit into that apple, there have been countless tales of the evils perpetrated by women. From Gorgons to malicious stepmothers to witches in league with Satan, evil women have appeared in every form of storytelling, from our oldest legends to our most recent Hollywood screenplays.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Why is this theme so prevalent?
 
    
 
                 Maybe it's because evil women are such a personal betrayal to us. We all expect men to be violent, but, on some basic level, we expect women to possess the qualities of motherhood. So when a woman is revealed to be a cold and heartless villain, somehow, nothing is more disturbing.
 
    
 
                 Is that because a villainous woman betrays the heartwarming image we have of our mothers, the woman who loved and nurtured us? Maybe evil in a woman offends us because our inner child wonders just how close it came to being smothered to death in its crib.
 
    
 
                 Or, maybe, it's less Freudian than that. We assume we know the true nature of women, sensitive, compassionate, and non-violent, but an evil woman shatters that myth. She not only commits her crimes, she corrupts the very nature of womanhood itself, turning it into something alien to us, and, therefore, disconcerting, objectionable and offensive.
 
    
 
                 Whatever the case, the female cold-blooded killer is considered an aberration, and this book will showcase evil in its most feminine form.
 
                 
 
                 Some might claim these women, even the most brutal, were victims as well. Some claim they were caught up in a political system devised by that madman, Hitler, and in less blatant cases that may even be true. However, the evidence proves that these women flourished within that system, and became notorious for their own venomous brands of cruelty.
 
    
 
                 So let there be no mistake. This book is not about that silent majority of women forced into serving the Third Reich, who 'did only what they had to do', of which there may have been as many as 4,000 in numerous camps throughout the war. Despite perpetuating the atrocity visited upon multitudes and assisting in genocide, that silent majority, much like their victims, must forever remain faceless and nameless.
 
    
 
                 This book is about the women whose names became infamous, women who earned a place in this book due to the abhorrent crimes they committed against helpless women and children.
 
    
 
                 It is not meant to be a historical reference, nor a chronicle of events. It is merely a thought provoking study on a small group of notorious Nazi SS women, detailing their lives, their heinous acts, and their deaths, while suggesting along the way some reasons why they may have been capable of such outrageous behavior.
 
    
 
                 Keep in mind, the women in this book may appear beautiful, innocent, and motherly. However, these women were active members in mutilating people, both dead and alive, severing body parts, starving people with no mercy, beating people to the point of death or near death, and carrying through with acts that are even more gruesome than those, if you can even believe such atrociousness exist.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Questioning Yourself
 
    
 
   As you read through this book, try to put yourself in the places of the most vial female guards in the holocaust. Ask yourself, could you go home at night knowing what you had done? Could you hug your children at night knowing that the blood of so many people were on your hands?
 
   Do you think that you would deserve to return to normal life after these horrifying acts have been committed? Many women did. Some of these women were in their early twenties, meaning that even today, we have 90 year old mass murderers walking among us. People who never faced charges for killing innocent men, women and children.
 
   In the end, we all meet death. Some of us hope that it is a peaceful death that comes while we are surrounded by loved ones. Others hope that it is quick and painless.
 
   The women that we speak of in this book, did not allow a single one of their victims to die in this manner. Their victims were beaten, cut, brutalized mentally and physically, worked to death, gassed to death, tortured, starved, and horrified.
 
   Not a single one of their victims met a peaceful end. Their victims died screaming, crying, or gasping for air.
 
    
 
   If you had known that thousands of lives ended in this manner, and ended by your hand, could you live a peaceful life for the next 80 years? Well, if you are anything like Ilse Koch, you could. Well, as long as they allowed you to keep the lampshade you made from the stretched flesh of one of your victims tattoos.
 
    
 
                 Feel free to share this book with your friends and family, and please also take the time to share your thoughts in a short review on Amazon.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 1: Employment of Females at Concentration Camps
 
    
 
   President Heinrich Himmler ensured that there was an extremely strict gender separation in the German population, this was especially true when it came to female guards. Women who worked in the various concentration camps were only allowed to work with female prisoners. The method that the original concentration camps were designed are much like the organization of today’s prisons.
 
   Inmates were divided into sections and each section was guarded by a set of prison guards, which were also members of the Nazi military.
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
   By Oakes, H (Sgt) No 5 Army Film & Photographic Unit - This is photograph BU 4065 from the collections of the Imperial War Museums., Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=4370657 used under unrestricted license.
 
    
 
   In the image above: SS women camp guards are paraded for work in clearing the dead.
 
    
 
   
  
 

A Specifically Designed Hierarchy
 
    
 
   In 1939 a concentration camp, which was specifically designed for women was opened. The guards assigned to this camp were only women. These women were recruited from the “National-Socialist Women’s League.” Since women did not have the same privileges as men, even when they were employed s guards in a concentration camp, a new type of female guard was created for this role.
 
   Not only were the female guards given different status, they also had a specific hierarchy they followed. Their titles did not resemble those of the male military or the male guard units. These women had little-to-no training in guarding prisoners, unlike their male counterparts, who were experienced members of the SS military.
 
   The official female designation of female guard unit was considered “women auxiliaries.” The Waffen-SS breakdown gave specific names to their position. They were not considered military personnel, nor were they given the privileges of the male military organization. They were simply considered “civil employees.”
 
   After additional female occupancy prison camps were built, the female guards who worked for Ravensbruck, the first female based concentration camp, were promoted to positions that allowed them to train women who were just now joining the ranks as female concentration camp guards.
 
   As each female was recruited and trained, they were evaluated to determine what type of prison camp work was appropriate for them.
 
    
 
   Over time, women can earn the privilege of being “Chief Overseer,” of a sub-camp, but not a true concentration camp. Women guards were to report directly to the Kommandantur, or the camp commander. The commander was always a male member with a high rank in the SS militia.
 
    
 
   Even though women could work at concentration camps and sub-camps, the commanders and senior personnel were always men. However, just because women were not allowed to “run” a concentration camp does not mean that they were subordinate by any means and to call them subordinate would be historically inaccurate. Female guards were responsible for:
 
    
    	                Organizing prisoners
 
   
 
    
    	                Supervision of female inmates
 
    	                Supervising work inside the barracks
 
    	                Exercising power over prisoners
 
   
 
    
 
   
  
 

How Women Were Recruited
 
    
 
   Women were recruited to sign up as guards for concentration camps much like jobs are found today. Ads were placed in newspapers, post offices, and various labor exchanges.
 
   The requirements for women to be a guard at a concentration camp were not high at all. Since the roles women were allowed to have in life were limited, so were their skills in the workforce. Adds for female concentration camp guards only required:
 
    
    	                Women to be between the ages of 21 and 45
 
   
 
    
    	                No professional skills
 
    	                Being a self-starter
 
    	                And wanting to make money to feed their family
 
   
 
    
 
   The ads that were placed to entice women to apply made the job sound like a walk in the park. They made it sound as though the women were simply guarding prisoners. The ad never mentioned that they had to be emotionally strong, and none of the ads mentioned that they would watch helpless human beings suffer through any of the following on a daily basis:
 
    
    	                racism
 
   
 
    
    	                slurs
 
    	                religious persecution
 
    	                violence
 
    	                suicide
 
    	                murder
 
    	                extensive graphic violence
 
    	                descriptions of war
 
    	                descriptions of extensive abuse
 
    	                lengthy psychological damage
 
    	                purposeful damage of the mental state of a group of people
 
    	                physical suffering
 
    	                shaming
 
    	                possible medical procedures or medical experimentation
 
    	                oppression
 
    	                discriminatory attitudes and actions
 
    	                religious based forceful deprivation
 
    	                death
 
    	                dying
 
    	                 and other uncomfortable topics
 
   
 
    
 
   
  
 

Bringing Women in as Guards
 
    
 
   The Nazi party was openly against the concept of women working outside of the home, especially if they had children. Many women were forced to adapt back into home life which was very unfortunate given the economic state of the world during this time.  Just before the war began in 1938, most married Nazi women were already reintegrated back into the role of being a housewife, which caused serious financial strife while their husbands were away at war.
 
    
 
   Even though women were reallocated as housewives, they were also asked by the Nazi regime to sign up for what was called a “Labor Pass,” just in case they were forced back into the workforce by the death or disability of their husbands.
 
    
 
   Due to the increased number of imprisoned Jews, women were also being recruited to work in prison camps as guards. Those whose lifestyle required them to work a full time job were hired to work in factories. These factories were the primary recruiting location for the SS Cadres during 1943.
 
    
 
   When the economy took a nose dive in 1944, every woman between the age of 17 and 50 years old were once again required to register for the labor exchange, which was basically a government license stating that they were allowed to work. The only exemptions were women who were pregnant, and those who had two or more children that were under the age of 14 years old.
 
    
 
   Up until mid-1941, the only concentration camp that was specifically made to house women was Ravensbruck. When the war began in 1941, the Nazi policy began to expand into the Soviet Union territory, which greatly increased the number of camps required to house all of the female Jewish population.
 
    
 
   The expansion into Soviet territory lead to large numbers of Jewish women being deported to concentration camps, which increased the number of political prisoners dramatically.  Because of the increase in the female population in prison camps, there became a rapid increase in the number of required female prison guards.  By the end of the war, there were a total of 13 concentration camps that housed only women. There were also numerous sub-camps that were reserved solely for women. However, the exact number of female based concentration camps has never really been noted.
 
    
 
   At first, all of the concentration camps that were built were meant for male prisoners. After some time, they built a sub-camp, Ravensbruck. This camp was built specifically for female Jewish prisoners. The female guards were permitted to carry out the same duties as the men they served with, including supervisory duties.
 
    
 
   Women were considered the more sensitive sex, when men and women were considered together. Therefore, the female guards were not allowed to participate in any process involving the mass killings. The roll of handling mass gassings and shootings was reserved solely for men with an SS classification. While women were not allowed to participate in the killings, they still had the responsibility of guarding the prisoners as they stood outside the gas chambers, awaiting their death.
 
    
 
   Between May 1939 and May 1945, the total number of women who worked in Nazi concentration camps is only a guess at this point. This is because they did not keep record of the number and names of employees like they do today. The statistics that were released by the Nazi headquarters for January 1945 claim that there were only 3,508 female guards, but a total of 37,674 SS militia members.
 
    
 
   As the war went on, the number of concentration camps increased to accommodate the number of Jews that occupied territories that Hitler’s army took over. Even though more women signed up for guard duty, there were drastically more male guards than female.
 
    
 
   Concentration Camps Specifically for Women
 
    
 
   Camp Name                                          Date Opened                                           Date Closed
 
   Ravensbruck                                          May 1939                                                        April 1945
 
   Stutthof                                                        January 1941                                          April 1945
 
   Auschwitz I                                                        March 1942                                                        August1942
 
   Birkenau                                                        August 1942                                          January 1945
 
   Lublin-Majdanek                                          August 1942                                          April 1944
 
   Riga Kaiserwald                                          March 1943                                                        Summer 1944
 
   Herzogenbusch/Vught                            June 1943                                                        September1944
 
   Kaunas                                                        May 1943                                                        Summer 1945
 
   Vaivara                                                        September 1943                                          June   1944
 
   Kraków-Płaszow                                          January 1944                                          Summer   1944
 
   Mauthausen                                          July 1944                                                        May 1945
 
   Bergen-Belsen                                          August 1944                                          April 1945
 
   Flossenburg                                          March 1945                                                        April 1945
 
    
 
   (Subcamp Source: Schwarz (1994: 38). See also Schwarz (1990)
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 2: Female Guards of the SS
 
    [image: ] 
 
    
 
    
 
                 Female guards were called “SS Helpers” or “SS-Helferin” in German. They were never given any official rank within the SS, and had no command powers over male SS troops. However, they did have power over Jewish civilians, especially when it came to being in a concentration camp or German ran facility.
 
    
 
                 Titles within their group are listed below according to rank:
 
   1) Chief Senior Overseer               (Chef Oberaufseherin) – Ravensbrück only
 
   2) Camp Leader                                           (Lagerführerin)
 
   3) Senior Overseer                             (Oberaufseherin)
 
   4) First Guard                             (Erstaufseherin) – Senior Overseer in some camps
 
   5) Report Leader                             (Rapportführerin)
 
   6) Work Recording Leader               (Arbeitsdienstführerin)
 
   7) Work Overseer                            (Arbeitseinsatzführerin)
 
   8) Block Leader                                           (Blockführerin)
 
   9) Work Squad Leader               (Kommandoführerin) - Senior Overseer in some camps
 
    
 
   Some other lower rankings included; Dog Guide Overseer/Overseer/Arrest Overseer (Hundeführerin/Aufseherin/Arrestführerin)
 
    
 
                 By 1942-43, the “Final Solution” was firmly under way. “The Final Solution” was a method devised by Hitler and Himmler by putting an end to the problem of the Jews by killing all of them. Indeed, the end goal of the “Final Solution” was the elimination of every single Jew in the continent. It is easy to forget, but most of the survivors of the Holocaust survived not just because of ability, or chance, but simply because the Germans couldn’t kill the entire population of Jews off fast enough. Those who survived were lucky enough not to be chosen among the many that were killed. For example, in Auschwitz’ infamous gas camps, which accounted for more than a million deaths alone. The gas chambers could only kill about 500 people a day. The problem that Germany was facing is there were too many Jews and not enough methods to kill them. The shortage of manpower in the booming death camp industry meant that many females were recruited from the general populace. These women usually came from inauspicious backgrounds with little to no work experience except in unrelated fields, like hairdressing and waiting tables. There were very few female police officers at the time, and it was even less likely for a female to be a trained detective.
 
    
 
                 Ads in newspapers and the League of German Girls asked for all available German women to do their patriotic duty and sign up for work as a guard in an internment camp.
 
    
 
                 Their training consisted of indoor classes ranging from four weeks to as much as half a year before the war. From the middle to the end of the war new recruits received little to no training at all. Which was a great benefit for the Jewish population when it came to fighting back and getting away.
 
    
 
                 Herta Ehlert, a veteran female guard at Auschwitz and its satellite locations, claimed her own training was “physically and emotionally demanding”, but went on to say that new trainees were told propaganda about the Weimar Republic, taught how to punish prisoners, and warned to look out for sabotage and work slowdowns.
 
    
 
                 One method of training at the camps to emphasize the importance of brutality was to line up female guard trainees face to face with prisoners and order them to beat the prisoners. They also had prisoners punish each other, and would reward prisoners who displayed the most violence. For a prisoner in this situation, currying favor with guards in this brutal way could mean the difference between life and death.
 
    
 
                  Dorothea Binz, another veteran female guard, this one the head training overseer at Ravensbrück after 1942, is said to have trained new recruits in something she termed “Malicious Pleasure”. In fact, Binz and her SS officer lover, Brauning, are said to have 'enjoyed watching female inmates getting beaten and flogged'.
 
    
 
                 Romantic relations of all kinds are said to have taken place between female guards and their male SS counterparts. It seems camp commandants were very active in this regard, pursuing sexual relationships with many of the female SS guards, and even having some as wives. This was the case of the camp commandant of Buchenwald, SS-Standartenfuhrer Karl Koch, whose wife was Ilse Koch, the infamous “Witch of Buchenwald”.
 
    
 
                 Female guards were not armed and not authorized to carry firearms. Their authorized equipment was a crop, a whip, or a bludgeon in order to maintain control of women prisoners. Armed SS soldiers often accompanied them, and they were usually in sight of guard towers, a post occupied with machine-gunners or riflemen.
 
                 Many female SS guards also handled a police dog, trained to attack and kill on command. A few female guards, however, ignored the regulations and wore a sidearm.
 
    
 
                 Together with thousands of male SS guards, under the direction of their superiors, these people murdered whole cattle cars full of human beings, men, women and children.
 
    
 
                 In this context, it is tempting to look at the female SS guards who were guilty of such malicious sadism as almost not-women, as lacking feminine qualities and as quasi-men. Not only would this be unjust, it would also be patently untrue. When off-duty they would pick flowers in nearby forests, went on boat rides, partied, flirted and had affairs with the few SS men in their company. Off-duty, their pretty faces and made up hair belied the fact that they tortured and killed innocents, and that too with an extreme satisfaction and belief in the task. To reduce them to anti-feminine people who were more like surrogate men is to be unfair. After all, most men wouldn’t stoop to such heinous crimes either.
 
    
 
                 We can't help wondering how they could do such a thing. How did these SS guards, in a society full of intelligent, responsible and well-respected men and women ever commit such despicable and heinous acts?
 
    
 
                 Let's look at who these people were for a moment.
 
    
 
                 Most Germans grew up struggling through financial hardships in a country that was vilified by its neighbors for causing World War 1. This brought them closer together as a people, like being a member of a fraternity, and it alienated foreigners or any other group perceived as different. Most of the females who ended up being guards in the concentration camps were not the ones based in cities but the ones coming from small towns and villages. Maria Mandl was the daughter of a shoemaker, Irma Grese the daughter of a dairy farmer. Most of them were young, recruited through the League of German Girls, a vehicle of Nazi propaganda to draw in participation from female teenagers and young adults. As early as 1933 the League of German Girls had prototypes providing training and propaganda exercises in schools. A lot of these girls thus remembered the poverty and the shame of the 1920’s culminating in the Great Depression, where 1.5 million Germans lost their jobs.
 
    
 
                 But how does a loving mother commit atrocities?  How is it that a nurturing housewife is capable of the things Erna Petri was?  The story of her massacre of six Jewish children is difficult to believe, but shockingly true and continues to haunt us today.
 
    
 
                 Petri, the wife of an SS officer was coming home from the market on afternoon, when the rustling of the bushes along the road attracted her attention.  Following the sounds she heard, she found there six little boys.  Wearing very little clothing and obviously scared half to death, they were clinging to each other when she discovered them, hidden in the bushes by the side of the road.
 
    
 
                 Petri knew immediately that these were the children that had managed to throw themselves from a train on its way to a death camp.  Everyone she knew was talking about them and outraged that they’d managed to free themselves from the clutches of the Nazi killing machine.
 
    
 
                 Petri had two children at home and seeing the misery of these boys, comforted them and gave them something to eat, as they were hungry.  Once the boys had eaten and were calm, she walked them deep into the woods.  There, she bade them stand in a row.  Petri killed each of them, in turn, with a single shot.
 
    
 
                 The very thought that a mother with children of her own might murder other people`s children in cold blood, fills a person of normal, decent disposition with horror.  But Petri was not alone.  While it’s been known since the close of the war that there were women actively responsible for the deaths of German prisoners, the enormity of their presence was not known until relatively recently.  Thousands of women worked in the concentration and extermination camp network and all these were the grease in the wheels of Hitler’s killing machine.              
 
    
 
                 The few women who actually went to trial for their crimes against humanity and the fewer still who were executed, could easily be pointed to as feminine aberrations.  But the sheer numbers involved points to a complicity that is not so easily dismissed as a random mutation of our widely-held concept of femininity.
 
    
 
                 Petri was imprisoned for thirty years for her crimes. Many women like her, though, were set free following acquittal.  Some were only questioned and, in the absence of any further investigation, permitted to go on their way without any punishment whatsoever.  
 
    
 
                 Once the Nazi party rose to power, daily doses of relentless propaganda composed by highly educated and talented teams of writers, played on their pride with compliments to their heritage, and played on their fears of being vilified by the world by adding an even more urgent threat within Germany, the Jew.
 
    
 
                 Jews were an easy target. Their religion had already set them apart, especially since it did not allow marriages to anyone who was not Jewish, a natural social barrier. On top of that, Jews were usually quite successful in business, and many were bankers, mostly due to a Catholic doctrine prohibiting Christians from going into that field. So, even if they were German, Jews were easily seen as of a different race, and envied for their success. Further, Germany was majorly Christian in population, and Anti – Semitism is one of the oldest forms of Christian propaganda it fit right in with the Nazi machine. Never mind that one of the long-term goals of Nazi thought was to also eliminate Christianity, all operations in the Second World War occurred under the veneer of Christian faith.
 
    
 
                 What we also cannot deny was that Hitler was also notoriously successful in repairing the fractured German economy within months of his chancellorship. His defiance to the Western edicts earned him further admiration, and he was compared to heroes of the glorious German past. Several young girls remembered the poverty of their early childhood and how it got better when Hitler came to power, and the entire generations almost unequivocally mindless loyalty to the man stems from this feeling.
 
                 
 
                 Finally, wearing a uniform and a badge reinforces being part of a fraternity, and instills duty, pride, and power. Before becoming an officer, most of these people were not important or successful in anything. They were country bumpkins who had worked in factories and other menial jobs. Dorothea Binz had been a housemaid. Irma Grese had difficulty keeping jobs because she had had T.B. and there was a stigma against those with it.
 
                 
 
                 Germain Tilton, a survivor of Ravensbrück was later to become an ethnologist.  Here she describes what she observed of incoming women recruits:
 
    
 
                 “They always looked terrified on arrival.  The project was to harden them into the type of monster these facilities required.  To obtain favor with their superiors, they were pushed to ever greater extremes of perversity and violence against prisoners.
 
    
 
                 As we looked on, we took guesses at how long it would take for each of them to become accustomed to their respective roles in the place.  There was one I recall, who was only about twenty.  When she first arrived, she was ignorant enough of where she was to excuse herself to prisoners when passing directly in front of them.  It took this timid little mouse only four short days to get to where the senior guards wanted her to be.  Despite her demeanor, though, for one to learn so quickly indicated she was that way disposed to begin with.  The usual time for these new recruits to become expert monsters was no more than a month.  Sometimes, as little as a week.”
 
    
 
   Coming from humble backgrounds with little formal education (a notable exception being Maria Mandl, who was an intellectual who read philosophy and admired classical music) and few prospects, the army became a valued job occupation because of Hitler’s exhortations on its behalf. Several youths joined the army that Hitler declared would keep the Fatherland safe for the “Hundred Year Reich”.
 
    
 
                 Margarete Buber-Neumann, a political detainee at Ravensbrück, was witness to the type of young women who were recruited into the camp guard corps:
 
    
 
                 “A group of the new recruits attended the office that day.  They was nothing special about any of them and, in fact, they seemed to be of lowly status.  None of them was exceptional in any way and the majority actually seemed a little dull.  They weren’t well-dressed and seemed to not know what to do with themselves in this official place.  Many appeared nervous, picking at their nails to distract themselves.  They were directed to their barracks and given information about where they might pick up their uniforms.  They were also told when they’d start their turns of duty.  As they left the office, I watched them exit the building and move across the square.  As they saw the prisoners being frog-marched about, hit and bullied, they looked on with fear.  It seems they hadn’t been expecting quite what they’d signed up for.  These were babes in the woods who had never imagined what being a concentration camp guard might be like.
 
    
 
                 But all that changed when they donned their uniforms.  They were in charge now, with their shiny jackboots.  Immediately, just by virtue of the uniforms they were now wearing, they were transfigured into functionaries of the Third Reich, ready to do its dark bidding.  There was a swagger about them and a newfound purpose.  This instilled in new recruits a sense of mission and belonging.  It also gave them an implied authority – something none of these young women had ever known in their lives.  The effect of the uniform alone was remarkable.”
 
    
 
   When the drive for concentration camp guards began, it was marketed as just as important a job as fighting on the frontlines. The Jews and the other minority populations inside the prisons were described as an internal threat while the Allied forces were described as the exterior threat. Both needed to be neutralized. Serving in the concentration camp was thus directly protecting the country, and stirred up the patriotic fervor in several of the youths, though it did not hurt that if they refused they’d be put in the concentration camps regardless. This way they could volunteer rather than go as prisoners.
 
    
 
                 I suppose, when one of these new guards stepped off the bus into a death camp for the first time, he or she must have been shocked. Then, apparently, that shock must have worn off, and the guard decided just to do his or her job. Most wanted to remain nothing more than a mindless cog in that huge machine.
 
    
 
                 However, as they worked that job, herding humans like cattle to the slaughter, they became immune to any form of human compassion for their victims.
 
    
 
                 Herta Bothe was one of the average German women conscripted into the concentration camps.
 
    
 
   Descriptions of her are notable in that they routinely mention that she eschewed the standard jackboots favored by her colleagues for the ordinary, sensible footwear she would have worn in civilian life.  Being exceptionally tall was another trait observers remember about Bothe. She was the tallest women taken into custody upon liberation of the camps.
 
    
 
   It’s interesting to speculate that Bothe entertained a certain disgust with what she’d done, indicated by her horror of touching the bodies of those whose deaths she’d been partially responsible for.  As one of the guards, Allied Forces had ordered her to do this, against her vociferous objections. She had a morbid fear of typhus and was obsessed with the possibility of contracting it.
 
    
 
   Nonetheless, this woman, ordinary in all but height, was known in the camps as a ruthless sadist.  On one occasion, she was known to have beaten a young girl, who out of hunger, ate the peelings from potatoes.
 
    
 
   In this, as in numerous other instances, Bothe showed no mercy.  A witness in Bothe’s trial, Sala Schiferman, testified that she’d witnessed Bothe’s abuse of the girl.  When other prisoners had expressed outrage, the guard had unrepentantly exclaimed that she intended to beat the girl to death.  
 
    
 
   It was later confirmed that she had done exactly that, when doctors at the facility declared the young prisoner dead.
 
    
 
                 Somehow, they forgot that these were human beings, and rationalized killing them all in a thought process that remains completely foreign to us. We can never comprehend how they fooled themselves because we did not grow up and live our lives as a German in Nazi Germany.      
 
    
 
                 Of the estimated 4,000 women who worked in the network of German concentration camps during the war very few of them were ever brought up on charges for war crimes. In comparison to the large percentage of males, who did the same job, the percentage of females brought up on charges was extremely low.
 
    
 
                 This much lower rate of indictments against the female guards is curious. All it may indicate, of course, is that females, because of their gentle nature, were much less prone to murder and violence than the males, which is probably the case. However, what if it reflects an assumption by prosecutors that women, by their gentle nature, would never engage in such objectionable behavior?
 
    
 
                 Contrary to this fact, another interesting fact is that most of the female guards were found, as compared to the percentage of men found. We still do not have the exact percentage but it is likely that a large amount of male SS guards at the concentration camps were never found as they numbered in the hundreds in each camp and only about twenty of the superior officers were found in each case, while most of the women were identified and some found.
 
    
 
   The Russian policy of killing anyone suspected to be a Nazi summarily did not help, as they did not document their actions, making it impossible to know whom they had killed. In addition, female SS guards were more likely to be recognized by former prisoners than men, a lot of female guards were found and arrested in the years after the war in this manner. Women, for some reason, were more memorable than men in these roles, and yet there was a suspension of belief as they were judged less harshly. Why?
 
    
 
   It is likely that women were more memorable to the men because firstly, there were fewer female guards at all times and second, the very idea that a woman could stoop to such a heinous degree makes them more memorable to the passengers as they were expected to fulfill traditional roles of daughter, wife and then mother. That they were aberrations to the stereotype made them immediately more memorable, both to the press and to the prisoners, who remembered them with much more detail than the male guards, who in their testimonies rarely if ever received names.
 
    
 
   The strange story of Margarete Barthel and her voluntary return to the camp she worked at, has shed light on the experiences of at least one ordinary German woman working in the concentration camps.  She claims not to have known what the program she enlisted for was actually to train her to do.  In fact, she claims there were many things she had no awareness of until the very end of her time at Ravensbrück.
 
    
 
                 In 1996, a woman named Margarete Barthel returned to Ravensbrück.  She wasn’t a survivor, or a descendent of a survivor.  She wasn’t a student of history.
 
    
 
   Margarete Barthel was a former guard.
 
    
 
                 Her recollections of life at Ravensbrück provide valuable insight into the experience of one young woman at the camp.  The story of how she came to be a guard at Ravensbrück, dedicated to the incarceration and eventual extermination of women under the auspices of the Third Reich, was to fascinate the world in the mid-1990s when it came to light in the international press.
 
    
 
                 Only 21 when she first went to Ravensbrück concentration camp to work as a guard, Berthel had only an 8th grade education, and scant experience of the world.  Previously employed in a Luftwaffe bomb factory, she had little concept of what she was getting into when enlisted in an “apprenticeship program”.
 
    
 
   On arrival at the camp, she was shocked to see where her apprenticeship would take place.  She’d had no idea she would be in one of these monstrous places and was furious, feeling she’d been manipulated.
 
    
 
                 At the time of Margarete’s arrival at Ravensbrück the camp was primarily used as a source of slave labor for Germany’s armaments contractors.  She was put to work overseeing the production of a variety of goods, including uniforms for the army and electronic products.  She oversaw the operations of a factory producing the latter.
 
    
 
                 Margarete knew little about the operations of the camp, at first.  She, with fellow guards, would march prisoners out of the camp each morning at 6 am, for work details.  At the end of the day, she would march them back.  She remembers the work as boring and repetitive.
 
    
 
                 Barthel makes no claims of any particular heroism in the face of the evil she witnessed at Ravensbrück.  She has said, though, that she tried to be decent.  Like other former Nazis, she protests that she was given little choice in the face of orders from superiors.  Her primary occupation, while working at the camp was to stay out of trouble with the prison direction, as her father had instructed her on a visit home.  She told him she’d been threatened by the camp’s Commandant for crying.  He’d said she would be imprisoned, too, if she didn’t’ stop.
 
    
 
                 Margarete was housed in a chalet near the camp, furnished with the stolen belongings of prisoners.  These were fine things.  In a 2004 interview, Barthel told historians that most of the goods had been taken from French Jews, who always came to the camp with the best of what they owned, believing they would one day be free.  She further claimed, like so many others implicated, that she had been unaware of the worst excesses occurring right under her nose, as a guard.
 
    
 
                 Talking to reporters in 1999 she claimed she had been able to put herself on some kind of intellectual auto-pilot in order to survive and continue in her work.  She also said she felt great sympathy for the inmates, sharing food with them.  She further claimed a kinship with the prisoners, saying they would cover for her if she needed to go to the bathroom while on work details.
 
    
 
                 But, incongruent with Barthel’s statements is the fact that over 1,000 women died at Ravensbrück during her time there, each month.  The grotesque living conditions (if they can even be called that) there were largely responsible for these deaths, but so was the brutal treatment they received.  At the time, the Soviet Army was pushing the frontier back and prisoners from camps to the east were arriving in huge numbers, as these were being liquidated. It was also during Barthel’s time at Ravensbrück that the extermination of prisoners unable to participate in forced labor commenced in earnest.
 
    
 
                 Margarete recalls that the Commandant issued an order for the construction of a gassing facility.  Selections among the weak and ill began and these prisoners were sent to the nearby Uckermark camp.  Thousands were murdered there, beginning in February of 1945.  It was during this time that Barthel claims the light began to dawn on what was really happening.
 
    
 
                 From her quarters, she was able to see the flames reaching into the night sky from the crematorium chimney.  She has described the odor as “sweet”.  She knew then that the smell was from the burning of human bodies.  At the end of April, all were ordered evacuated, as the Allies advanced.
 
    
 
                 While Barthel’s testimony about the camps has been somewhat celebrated, not everyone believes it, or considers it anything more than revisionist history.  Her story, unfortunately, is full of inconsistencies and gaps. Some have gone so far as to call it nonsense and have accused her of attempting to redeem herself in the eyes of the world.  As a guard, they say, Barthel took part in all the excesses of the camp; that it would not have been possible for her to have been there and to not have participated in the evils perpetrated at Ravensbrück.
 
    
 
                 There are documented cases of Germans who refused to serve in the camps.  This was a difficult position to take in the Third Reich, but not out of the realm of possibility.  Despite that, Margarete Barthel’s experience has led her to desire that her ashes be placed at the site of what was once Ravensbrück.  It’s her desire that this act stand as a mea culpa to the many who suffered and perished there and for her participation.
 
    
 
                 Despite Barthel’s professed feelings of guilt, her statements fail to speak of the fullness of her involvement in brutality that can never be eradicated, for those who survived the horrors of Ravensbrück.  
 
    
 
                 Zophia Shulman was only 14 years old when she was transferred by the Nazis from the Warsaw Ghetto to Ravensbrück.  She has never forgotten the nightmarish quality of the place, or the behaviour of the guards. She doesn’t believe Margarete Barthel’s claims of innocence.  She knows that not one of the guards is innocent.  For Shulman, just by being part of the monstrous killing machine that was the concentration camp complex of the Third Reich, everyone involved bears the guilt for all that happened in them.
 
    
 
                 No example is clearer than that of Margot Dreschel, infamous as the companion to Josef Mengele in his inhuman medical experiments on prisoners. An unnamed prisoner at Auschwitz describes Margot Dreschel’s role at intake:
 
    
 
                 “Mrs. Dreschel was always accompanied by an enormous dog. She was the one who ordered us all to undress when we first arrived.  She even took our shoes from us.
 
    
 
   We were forced to remain standing for many long hours, undressed.”  
 
    
 
    Dreschel was identified three months after she escaped by a former prisoner and hanged in the ensuing trial, while Mengele used the help of sympathizers in Germany to flee, to Buenos Aires in South America. He is rumored to even have continued with his experiments there, to have started a family and had children. However this legendary and disturbingly sadistic man was never put on trial, never arrested (except for a drivers license suspension for over speeding, in 1956) despite being pursued by several Nazi hunters.
 
    
 
   It was only after his death that his identity was revealed, as he had left behind a diary. In it were details of his experiments, indicating perhaps that he had continued where he had left in Germany. This stark difference in similar escape routes can be seen as luck, but for every one of the female prisoners that were uncaught, thousands of the male guards no one could recognize because there were so many of them walked free, even in Germany.   
 
    
 
                 Because of Nazi Germany's diabolical mix of long-term brainwashing, and state-sanctioned genocide, who can say how wrong that assumption, might be? Women could be much more prone to violence and murder than men when dropped into that insane scenario. There will be no clinical study to ever tell us that, one way or the other.
 
    
 
                 So, were too few women charged with war crimes, or were too many men brought up on those charges?
 
    
 
                 My instincts say too few in both cases.
 
    
 
                 Still, instincts can be wrong. We can only hope the prosecutors had more to go on than just their instincts.
 
                 
 
                 There were over a hundred and seventy female SS guards employed on any given day at Auschwitz, only one of dozens of Nazi concentration camps, yet here is a list of all the females ever convicted of war crimes. It seems a bit short, in this author’s opinion:    
 
    
 
   Irma Grese                                                         (hanged December '45)                            
 
   Elizabeth Lupka                                           (hanged January '47)
 
   Johanna (Juana) Bormann               (hanged December '45)                            
 
   Greta (Mueller) Bosel                             (hanged May '47)
 
   Elizabeth Volkenrath                             (hanged December '45)                            
 
   Elisabeth Marschall                                          (hanged May '47)
 
   Gerda Steinhoff                                           (hanged July '46)                                          
 
   Maria Mandel                                                         (hanged January '48)
 
   Elisabeth Becker                                           (hanged July '46)                                          
 
   Therese Brandel                                           (hanged January '48)
 
   Jenny Wanda Barkmann                             (hanged July '46)                                          
 
   Ruth Closius-Neudeck                            (hanged July '48)
 
   Wanda Klaff                                                         (hanged July '46)                                          
 
   Emma Zimmer                                                         (hanged September '48)
 
   Dorothea Binz                                                         (hanged May '47)                                          
 
   Ida Schreiter???                                          (hanged September '48)
 
    
 
    
 
   Ilse Koch  (Convicted twice. Finally, sentenced to Life in Prison in '51 – Served until committing suicide in September '67)
 
    
 
   Hermine Braunsteiner (Sentenced 3 years April '48 - released '50 – Extradited from U.S. August '73 – Sentenced to Life June '81 – served until released due to bad health in '96 - Died April ‘99)
 
    
 
   Luise Danz (Sentenced to Life '47, released '56. Stood trial again in '96, but trial was stopped due to poor health. Still alive as of 2013 at age 95)
 
    
 
   Hildegard Lachert                             (15 years)              
 
   Heldegard Lobauer                             (10 years)                            
 
   Alice Orlowski                                           (15 years)              
 
   Johanne Roth                                           (10 years)              
 
   Herta Ehlert                                           (15 years)              
 
   Anna Hempel                                           (10 years)              
 
   Helena Kopperwere                             (15 years)              
 
   Stanislawa Starotska               (10 years)              
 
   Ilse Forster                                           (10 years)              
 
   Gertrude Fiest                                           (5 years)              
 
   Herta Bothe                                           (10 years)              
 
   Luise Brunner                                          (3 years)              
 
   Irene Hasch                                           (10 years)              
 
   Freda Walter                                           (3 years)              
 
   Gertrud Sauer                                           (10 years)              
 
   Hilde Lisiewitz                                           (1 year)
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 3: The Ordinary Guard
 
    
 
   There is not a lot of information available about the daily life of a female guard inside of a concentration camp. Not many have come forward to explain the ins and outs of what happened. Even the ones who have had a change of heart since they committed the horrible atrocities of murder seem to be tight lipped, as though they are afraid of some sort of government backlash.
 
   Even though the number of female guards we have heard about seem to be plentiful, only a small number of them have drawn any attention to themselves. We don't even know who some of them are. You never know, that sweet 90 year old lady living next door could have been one of them, and you will never know.
 
    
 
   The only cases that we do known about are the most brutal ones. Even though the holocaust itself was horrendous, these women stood out from the rest and have become infamous because of how horrible their actions were. They were unable to slip under the radar like the other women were.
 
    
 
   We were able to piece together information from two female guards who followed orders extremely carefully. While their actions were not perfect and they do claim to have done things they will never be proud of, they did their job and tried to stay alive the best way they knew how. These women avoided committing unnecessary violent acts, but were forced to stand by as horrible, heinous acts happened on the other side of the room.
 
    
 
   Female Guard Recruitment
 
    
 
   Female guards at concentration camps were recruited in a lot of ways. Many of the women who worked at concentration camps were volunteers. The ones who did volunteer did so because the women of Germany did not have any rights or any opportunities for authority, unless they joined a situation like this.
 
   Women were given very few options in Nazi Germany. They were allowed to live the simple life of being a wife and mother, basically, the stereotypical woman's role.
 
   Being able to work in a concentration camp gave them opportunities to have a career. It allowed them to live in a privileged condition compared to a typical housewife, and they were given opportunities similar to what men had at the time.
 
   For women who were looking for a life mate, it gave young, single women a chance to meet military men who had a dedication to their country.
 
    
 
   Women entered camp life in two different ways. Some were simply tossed into the workforce, while others came from a volunteer group known as the League of German Girls. This volunteer group helped prepare women for their jobs as guards in a concentration camp.
 
    
 
   After a while, the number of concentration camps grew, as did the number of Jews that were imprisoned there. Because of this, there was a massive shortage of guards and women were forced or “drafted” into roles as guards at concentration camps. Pretty much any female that was between the ages of 17 and 45, who did not have more than two children younger than the age of 14 were forced into this position.
 
    
 
   Most of the women who were drafted for the position were caught completely unaware. They were into even told what their job would be and what they would see on a daily basis. Since many of them had only received an education up to eighth grade, and most of the were from lower-middle families, they were only used to factory jobs and being housewives. Their first day on the job had to be the most horrifying day of their lives.
 
    
 
   The Training Women Received
 
    
 
   The training that was received by women was much like the training that men received. The training was not hands on training, they were classroom lectures that explained to them:
 
   •                    How to watch prisoners
 
   •                    How to punish prisoners
 
   The length of time women spent in class varied on the instructor and how badly guards were needed. The classes were not organized the same and what you would learn in one class, was not what you would learn in another class.
 
   Many women stated that they only received a short lecture, while others claimed to have gone through a 2 week training class.
 
   Since there was a major gender divide in Germany at the time, women were only allowed to work at concentration camps that incarcerated women.
 
   The original training that all guards were supposed to receive included the following:
 
   •                    ideological training
 
   •                    systematic instructions
 
   •                    internship
 
   •                    military drills
 
   •                    uniforms
 
   •                    instructions on punishing for minor infractions
 
   •                    and of course malicious punishments (which consisted mostly of being in the next round into the gas chamber)
 
   In this author's opinion, since many of these courses were taught by Dorothea Binz, there is no telling what these women were taught. For all we know, she could have passed out doughnuts and talked about how fun it was to torture prisoners. Chances are, the new female guards were more afraid of her lectures than they were of the job they would be facing in the near future.
 
    
 
   A Female Guard's Daily Life
 
   A female guard was typically seen as an overseer and not really a guard. They ensured that prisoners did not escape on their way to work and on their way back to the huts. They were allowed to inflict disciplinary infractions when prisoners slowed the progress of the daily work.
 
    
 
   Women were considered the police enforcement of the camp, helped out during roll call and were responsible for walking the camp to ensure that prisoners were where they were supposed to be at all times.
 
   Aufseherinnen
 
   This was the title given to an entry level female guard. Their job was to walk the camp and redirect any straggling prisoners and catch any one who was outside of their assigned area.
 
   They also were assigned to watch prisoners while they were inside of the electric factory. Each female guard was equipped with a whistle to blow if a prisoner should attempt to escape.
 
   At the end of the day, they escorted prisoners as they made their way to and from work each day.
 
   Most of the women who were designated the rank of Aufseherinnen maintained this rank for the duration of their employment. They did not have the ability to be as cruel as other guards. They were just your everyday, average women. If an ex-prisoner were to pass one of these women on the street, they probably wouldn't even notice them.
 
    
 
   Most of the guards lived in barracks located just outside of the prisoner camp. They had relationships with other guards, boyfriends, and regular lives once they left work.
 
    
 
   One female guard remembers her first week of work at Ravensbruck. She witnessed a woman getting beaten and she immediately went to say something to the guard who was brutalizing a prisoner.  Another guard stood between her and the assault that was talking place. All the interfering guard stated was “Obviously, you are tired of living.  Stay seated if you can and look away.  You have no idea how many of your kind who have rebelled are already prisoners themselves,”
 
   The guard who witnessed the horrific event spoke out to say that “[over time it was possible to] turn your brain off,” to ignore the wounds she saw on prisoners’ legs and the violence she saw other guards commit.”
 
   Even though their jobs were horrific enough, the true fear set in when the Nazis began building the gas chamber in Ravensbruck in 1945.
 
    
 
   
  
 

The Gender Question
 
    
 
   Women are portrayed to be victims in most literature existing about National
 
   Socialism. It has been made clear how much oppression the women
 
   especially the Gypsy and Jewish women who were part of the resistance
 
   were put under. It is a controversial topic when bringing up the
 
   discrimination of women in society, politics, and economy being equal to
 
   those victimized were a Gypsy, Jewish, and part of the resistance.
 
    
 
   There has been one type of controversy brought to women and that is if they should be seen as a victim or a perpetrator and be held responsible just like the men. Both female and male concentration guards were allowed to change professions if they wanted. Even with women having the freedom to change jobs they had, they had been raised gender specifically and educated in a way that they did not know how to act responsible. Because of the certain situations that women ended up in women could be seen as a victim or a perpetrator. Because of the women's upbringing they would have been taught that what they were doing was for the good even if they had been taken and forced to work in the ranks. Other women had made the choice to join the Nazi regime and help with the movement just like many of the men. These women would not be recognized as victims.
 
   There is another question that involves gender that should be addressed. This is whether women should experience individual female guilt or guilt from the Nazi regime. With the two genders having different situations people think that they should be looked at in a different way. People think that their actions should be differently considered because they are women and their status and bodies were more vulnerable. There were many less women guarding concentration camps than men. Women's role was mainly in the community or home. Because women were more behind the scenes it was thought that it would be harder for women to deal with the guild than men who were working in the gas chambers and killing camps. With the women keeping everything the same at the home and the men out in the front line, violence would continue with no change in environment. With there being no change at home the unmoral and unethical decisions would continue without question.
 
   Women and men had some of the many differences and similarities as camp guards. The women had training that was similar to that of the men so that they would learn the same type of loyalty and obedience. Women also had a training that was just as harsh as the men. Their punishments would be anything from outdoor labor to even lashings. Even with training being similar there were still different responsibilities. Women could not carry weapons such as automatic weapons and pistols. They were instead trained as dog handlers or with whips. In women run camps, executions took place secretly. It was possible for males to advance in ranks but much harder for women. Women would display brutal acts or sleep with officers of higher rank. This was a rare act but it did occur.
 
    
 
   
  
 

10 Most Evil Women in Nazi Camps
 
    
 
   At one time, there were over 1 million SS Guards patrolling the streets of German controlled territory, as well as concentration camps and the surrounding grounds. Most people did not notice that female guards were sprinkled among them. After all, if you were being tortured by people in uniforms that believed you were a virus that must be exterminated, your last concern is the gender of the guard walking by. Even though there were a lot of horrible female SS Guards that tortured prisoners inside of concentration camps and at least 170 of these female guards on duty at any given time of the day, there are some women who stood out among even more.
 
    
 
   The reasons that each stood out varied depending on their personality and their favorite torture methods. While every SS guard can be considered nasty tempered, intolerant, vulgar and uncaring. There were ten women who were noticed quickly and struck fear in the hearts of their prisoners with every step they took.
 
    
 
   Dorothea Binz
 
   Dorothea Binz joined the Nazi Concentration Camp in 1939 as a recruit and became a female guard. She rose through the ranks to the post of the deputy chief wards at the famous Ravensbruck camp and later transferred to the Buchenwald camp. Binz was known by her vicious and brutal experiences that prisoners and subjects under her command underwent when they crossed her path. She would shoot, beat and whip the prisoners and trainees under her care. In a particular instance, Binz is said to have chopped off and killed a laborer by use of an axe. She however, tried to run near the end of the war but she was apprehended, tried and executed of the crimes she had committed on 2nd May 1947.   
 
    
 
   Juana Bormann
 
   “Wiesel,” “The Woman with the Dogs”
 
   Juana Bormann joined the SS female guards in 1939 in search of better paying job opportunities. From the time she joined the recruitment team, Juana went numerous forms of ordeals in the process of securing a ‘better’ position in the Nazi party. She served at the Bergen-Belsen, Auschwitz and Ravensbruck camps. Juana used a German shepherd to intimidate and harm her subjects.
 
    
 
   She is well known for the amount of cruel behavior she exhibited and the brutality that she showed the prisoners of the concentration camps. What made her one of the most feared female guards was that she would bring her dog to work with her and command it to attack random prisoners.
 
    
 
   She took the dog along while visiting the prisons and while overseeing the administration of labor within her jurisdiction. She was tried and executed for her crimes on 13th December 1945.
 
    
 
   Greta Bosel
 
   Bosel was a professional nurse before joining the Nazis in 1939. She worked in Ravensbruck Concentration Camp in the designation of a ‘work input overseer’. This means that Bosel was among those overseers who determined the various levels of punishment on the inmates. She decided on the prisoners that had to be immediately gassed upon arrival and those that had to be labor in the various camps. She had a philosophy similar to the Nazis on the execution of those who failed to meet their objectives. She was ones quoted saying: ‘If they cannot work let them rot.’ In other words, if they were not able to work, there was no reason to keep them alive. She was tried and executed on 3rd May 1945 for murder, participation in the selection processes and for maltreatment.   
 
    
 
   Herta Bothe (Sadist of Stutthoff)
 
   Bothe was also a practicing nurse before she joined the Nazi party. After she was conscripted in 1942, Bothe served in the Stutthof camp. The witnesses of her regime asserted her as a brutal and sadist person. She was described by many as inhumane and sadistic. Even though she was cruel, most survivors state that she did not even compare to her coworkers.  She was nicknamed ‘the sadist of Stutthof’ due to her cruelty and brutality in the Stutthof camp. She was captured near the Bergen Belsen camp after she vanished on the realization of the Soviets who were in the liberalization process. She had minimum crimes as compared to her counterparts thus she was given a ten-year sentence but served only six years. “Did I make a mistake? No. The mistake was that it was a concentration camp, but I had to go to it, otherwise I would have been put into it myself. That was my mistake.” That was her response when she participated in an interview sixty years after her release.
 
    
 
   Hildegard Lächert “Bloody Brigette,” “Beast”
 
   Lachert earned her horrible, brutal reputation quickly in the concentration camp. She was known as overall abusive to prisoners and actually allowed her dog to attack prisoners. Lachert was a very brutal and bloody overseer that served in the Auschwitz, Majdanek and Ravensbruck camps. She earned the name ‘Bloody Brigette Beast’ from her levels of brutality and lack of humanity to the subjects and prisoners. She was sentenced for 15 years in prison but served only 9 years and released in 1956. Her freedom was questioned and leads to her second trial for participating fully in the selection processes and was given 12 years in addition.
 
   In total, she spent at least 27 years walking around a prison cell because of the cruel, brutal, inhumane ways that she treated prisoners. The courtroom testimony against her was extremely long. The details were gut wrenching and brought tears to the eyes of many of the people sitting in the court room. Her nickname among the prisoners, and the guards alike, was “Bloody Brigitte.”
 
   By the time the Jews were liberated by the British army, Hildegard had been deemed one of the cruelest female guards to have worked at ANY concentration camp.
 
    
 
   Wanda Klaff
 
   Klaff is termed as a latecomer who previously worked for a jam factory. She was assigned at the Stutthoff Concentration camp in 1944 where she was stationed until the end of the world war in 1945. She was later arrested, tried and executed for her crimes later that year. She was once quoted stating that: ‘I am very intelligent and very devoted to my work in the camps. I struck at least two prisoners every day.’ These were her comments during the trial which made it easier for the court to reach its verdict.
 
    
 
   Alice Orlowski
 
   Orlowski worked in the Concentration Camps and earned a reputation of whipping the eyes of the prisoners and declaring them unfit for the various tasks leading to their extermination. She also threw children over the prisoners sent to the gas chambers to reduce the number of small children they had in the camp. However, she had a change of heart in 1945 and started assisting the prisoners and at some point offered them water to drink and slept together with them. She was therefore given a life imprisonment sentence rather than being executed. She died in 1976 during her second trial at the age of 73.
 
    
 
   Maria Mandel “The Beast”
 
   Maria had served in various camps under different designations. She was however established as the notorious commandant at the Auschwitz-Birkenau camp. This woman was the poster child for being sadistic in every sense of the word. She even forced prisoners to act as though they were her pet and is well known for making them play “fetch” for her own entertainment. She was honored by the Nazis for her action of brutality on the prisoners that failed to meet the required obligations. She was responsible for the execution and murder of approximately 500, 000 prisoners between 1942 and 1945. She took Jews as her slaves and threw them in the gas chambers after getting exhausted of the laborers. She was therefore executed on 24th January 1948 for the inhumane acts she committed in the Concentration Camps.
 
    
 
   Ruth Neudeck
 
   She arrived in 1944 and rose through the various ranks faster than anyone on record. to be assigned a post of a camp leader in one of the sub camps in Ravensbruck. Some witnesses asserted that they saw her chop off the head of an inmate using a shovel. Other inmates testified that they witnessed her “slit a prisoner’s throat.” She was later tried and executed for the crimes she committed against humanity.
 
    
 
   Elisabeth Volkenrath
 
   Elisabeth trained under the supervision of Dorothea Binz. This statement alone should warn you that she was one sadistic, brutal, vengeful woman. She was assigned duties at the Auschwitz and Ravensbruck camps before she was assigned the duties of a senior supervisor to serve at the Bergen-Belsen camp. She took part in the execution of prisoners thus she was tried and executed for her crimes.
 
    
 
   Ilse Koch “The Witch of Buchenwald,” “The Bitch of Buchenwald,” “The Beast of Buchenwald”
 
   Even though she is on this list, Koch was never a guard in the camps nor was she an SS agent. She was simply married to Karl Koch who was a commander at the Majdanek and Buchenwald camps. She took the powers bestowed upon her husband and made use of it in all manners of cruelty. She inspected and executed new inmates and skinned them. The collections she had of the various human skins were used against her in the law courts during her trials.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 4: “Schnell!” A Very Short Day in the Life of Irma Grese
 
    
 
   [image: ]
 
   Irma was born the daughter of a dairy farmer on October 7, 1923. She was
 
   called the “Blonde Beast”, the “Hyena of Auschwitz” (maybe she laughed a
 
   lot?), the “Blonde Bitch of Belsen”, or the “Beautiful Beast” was used by the
 
   press to refer to this woman, a small barely-educated farm girl.
 
                 
 
   Some called her beautiful, and maybe in comparison to the other, more
 
   rugged female guards, she was beautiful, but that isn't saying much. If seen
 
   as reporters of the day saw her, standing in a line-up between Johanna
 
   Bormann and Elisabeth Volkenrath, I'm sure Irma Grese must have looked
 
   like a supermodel, but then again, anyone would. She was really not
 
   supermodel material.
 
    
 
   Still, some of the earlier photos of this German farm girl do radiate a certain
 
   physical comeliness most men would find alluring, so the press was certain
 
   to pick up on that at her trial. There is nothing more confusing than a
 
   woman who can torture millions of people, just to turn around and give the
 
   most charming smile imaginable to a court room. It's a sad commentary on
 
   our species, but not many people care if a dog-faced brute of a female is
 
   about to be hanged. So, toss in some sex appeal, leave your top shirt button
 
   open, and a lot more newspapers get sold. The more newspapers that sell,
 
   the less guilty she looks to the public, which is exactly where the jury comes
 
   from. I guess it doesn't matter if the woman in the photo might be a
 
   deranged psychopath, beauty appeals to the consumer. That was true even
 
   way back in 1945. You would be surprised at how many men are desperately
 
   attracted to beautiful psychopaths. Not believing it? Take a look around
 
   Hollywood.
 
                   
 
   Irma grew up in a lower middle-class family. She also grew up during a time
 
   when most people in Germany were struggling to survive.  People were still
 
   suffering by paying war reparations for WW1, and the country was really
 
   feeling the effects of the worldwide depression that started in 1929. The
 
   German people of her class lived in poverty, and had to scrounge for pretty
 
   much everything they got.
 
    
 
   Her father, Alfred Grese, had five children with his first wife, before she committed suicide because of his  continuous [image: ] adulterous relationship with a much younger woman. Not only was she unable to live with the pain, but the embarrassment women in German society who could not keep tabs on their men were the talk of the town, and pretty much ostracized.  During this period in time, there was not much to entertain yourself, so friends were the only way you could actually get away from your family, especially with the long hours that men worked.
 
   After Irma's mother died, the life they were living cost entirely too much. Her father was a dairy farmer by trade, and his first wife, the one who committed suicide, was a
 
   housewife. Irma's father remarried in 1939, long before Irma was ready to
 
   face the reality that her mother was never coming back. In 1937. Irma's
 
   father joined the Nazi party. While it was never clear whether any of his
 
   ideals aligned with theirs at first, his family needed protection and the Nazi
 
   party was able to provide the security his family needed.  In private, he
 
   made it well known that the principles the Nazis stood for were things that
 
   he objected to. However, while he was in the presence of the members of
 
   the party, he had to at least pretend that he believed in their political
 
   affiliation. Other than during Nazi meetings, her father never really spoke of
 
   politics.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Irma's Childhood
 
   Irma was the third in line of five children. She was born in 1923. Very little is
 
   known about her household, and the names of her siblings, like many people
 
   in history, are lost to time and to the German preponderance on destroying
 
   records. The time of war was not a very peaceful time in the Grese
 
   household, or any household for that matter. This was especially true after
 
   her mother committed suicide in 1936. Compared to most people of the
 
   time, it was thought that Irma's father did not waste much time getting back
 
   out on the market.  Very few people realize that the reason Irma's mother
 
   committed suicide because her father never really took himself off of the
 
   market.
 
    
 
   In 1939, Irma's father got remarried and joined the Nazi party. History is still unsure whether he remarried for love, or out of need. With five children
 
   at in the 1930s, it was wise to remain in a relationship, even if it was for
 
   convenience sake.
 
    
 
   Irma was never a child that was considered academically gifted. She did not
 
   have the need to join in on social conversations. She struggled to keep her
 
   grades at the level of poor and she was constantly bullied by her classmates.
 
   Eventually she saw no point in attending school and dropped out at the age
 
   of 14.
 
    
 
   During this tumultuous time in her personal life, Irma turned to the Nazi
 
   ideology and became a fanatical supporter of the Nazi cause. Several have
 
   wondered if these scars, especially of the bullying at school, led Irma to
 
   adopt the kind of harsh methods she did in the concentration camps. One
 
   thing is for certain; Irma certainly never forgot the treatment she received
 
   from her peers in school. It explains her need to assert power over the only
 
   group of people she could, the helpless prisoners and victims of the
 
   concentration camp. It seems that Irma took out her anger against her
 
   social circumstances on the prisoners.
 
    
 
                 He forbade his daughters from joining Nazi youth groups, but Irma had
 
   other ideas and became a member of the League of German Girls around the
 
   age of fifteen. This difference in political leanings between Irma and her
 
   father would lead to him beating her, throwing her out of his home and
 
   disowning her as his daughter when he finally discovered, sometime during
 
   the war, that she was working as a female SS guard at Auschwitz.
 
    
 
                 Around the time of the trial, Irma's sister claimed that Irma was simply
 
   not capable of doing the things she was accused of doing. She stated that
 
   Irma would run away at the first sign of trouble back when they were kids in
 
   school together.
 
                 In her own testimony in court, however, Irma admitted to beating
 
   inmates with a whip. Apparently, she'd grown out of 'running away'.
 
    
 
                 In 1942 Irma was sent to the Rävensbruck for training as a female SS
 
   guard. Studies show that the bulk of the killings in the Holocaust occurred
 
   between 1942 and 1944, so Irma was enrolled there just in time to
 
   participate in the thick of it. It is thought that she may have even been
 
   trained by Dorothea Binz, one of the most sadistic superstars of the female
 
   SS. Binz was in charge of training at Rävensbruck at that time, and, as I
 
   mentioned in the previous chapter, taught her new recruits some mysterious
 
   punishment method for prisoners she liked to call “Malicious Pleasure”.
 
                 Nine months later, in 1943, Irma was transferred to Auschwitz-Birkenau,
 
   but little is known about her actions or time there because there were no
 
   witnesses left alive. At that time, in that highly efficient facility, there were
 
   few, if any, survivors.
 
    
 
                 She must have performed her job well, or made some impressive high
 
   ranking connections with SS officers, because in May 1944 Irma was quickly
 
   promoted to Senior Overseer and was placed in charge of about 30,000
 
   prisoners in a sub-camp at Birkenau.
 
    
 
                 It was there, at the sub-camp of Birkenau, where Irma earned her
 
   infamous reputation. She quickly established a reputation for sadism,
 
   manipulative hatred and vindictive and diabolical ways to punish the
 
   prisoners. She became a favorite of the establishment at Birkenau and the
 
   object of fear and loathing of the prisoners, inspiring extremely vituperative
 
   hatred in them. The obvious enjoyment she received from causing pain and
 
   death (which was perhaps sexual in nature, but more on that later) also
 
   meant she was quickly dubbed a “monster”. Along with Kommandant
 
   Kramer, who was called “The Beast” Irma carried out the daily selections for
 
   the gas chambers. She would go through the huts and hand pick people for
 
   the gas chamber, along with the sick and the wounded (which was common
 
   policy to gas this selection of people) any prisoner who could remotely
 
   threaten her own perception of her beauty, looked at her offensively, or she
 
   simply did not like was elected to go to the chamber. It was said that Irma
 
   was rather self-conscious about her looks and therefore prone to fits of
 
   jealousy against any prisoners who had yet retained a modicum of beauty.
 
    
 
   Basically, if you were prettier than Irma, you could consider yourself to be part of the next trip to the death chamber. These were only some of the
 
   people she selected to send to death. Honestly, you could have sneezed
 
   annoyingly and signed your own death certificate.
 
    
 
                 Irma was viewed as a very mean woman. She did not fear anyone. Just like the men, she carried a sidearm and a whip, the latter she customized by making out of cellophane to be lighter in weight and inflict more pain. The difference between her and the male guards was simple, the males used their weapons for self defense and Irma found hers fun to play with. After higher officials witnessed her using her whip, she was called in for a disciplinary hearing. In her testimony at the trial she described her whip
 
   using the following quote.
 
    
 
   “It was a very light whip, but if I hit somebody with it, it would hurt. After eight days, Kommandant Kramer prohibited the whips, but we nevertheless went on using them. I never carried a rubber truncheon.”
 
    
 
   Many of the Holocaust survivors who spoke of her, said Irma Grese's whip also had braided wire attached to it, allowing it to hurt more, cut deeper, and cause you to bleed more. According to the survivor's testimony, the pain from a standard whip was welcomed compared to the slicing whip from the braided wire inside of Irma's whip
 
    
 
                 Irma said much more about her whip at the trial; “I did, in fact, always
 
   have a whip which I used consistently whenever necessary.... I admit that there was also a walking stick.  “ When Irma was asked what the purpose of her walking stick was, she did not even pretend that it was used to maintain order.  She was brutally honest about her intentions with the walking stick and admitted that she was aware they were against regulation. When she was asked how they were used, she confidently stated: “We frequently used to beat prisoners. I usually used to beat them on the shoulders, but there were times when, because of the numbers involved, they were beaten on any part of the body that happened to be easiest.”              
 
                  
 
   Many prisoners provided eye witness accounts of Grese’s employment of her famous whip.  According to Ilona Stein- a concentration camp survivor: “I once saw Irma Grese react with extreme violence to the sight of a mother talking to her daughter through the fence between them.  They were in separate sections of the camp.”
 
    
 
   When she was asked how Irma reacted, to the contact that was obviously not permitted due to their relationship status, Stein stated:
 
    
 
                 “Grese road her bicycle to the pair and there she beat the younger woman until she bled profusely.  The prisoner was put in the hospital after this brutality.”  
 
    
 
                 
 
   Irma Grese was extremely notorious for attacking inmates with her crop. Even as prisoners were being stuffed onto trucks to be murdered, she would
 
   shove them and beat them. It was obvious that she had not respect for
 
   human life.
 
    
 
   Interviewed in the documentary, 'Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi State', one eye-witness, a former inmate and Holocaust survivor named Vera Alexander, said
 
   the following: “She didn't go to school. She was a farmer's daughter. I thought she was a small silly country bumpkin. She became someone just because she was wearing a uniform, and had a whip in her hand. She shot one woman dead, who was standing in front of me. Her brains landed on my shoulder. The next day, after the selections (for the gas chamber), Irma came to see me. I refused to talk to her. She asked, ‘Are you angry with me?’ I replied, ‘You nearly killed me yesterday.’ She answered, ‘One down, it doesn't matter.’”
 
    
 
   Had Irma only been this cold toward Jews, it could have been claimed that she took her job to the extreme. The problem was that Irma wasn't acting this way because she was in uniform. She really was this horrible person, the uniform was just a decoration.
 
    
 
   Each day in every camp and sub-camp, they performed a count. This count was called the “Appell” or “the selections.” This count was used for many reasons. It helped weed out the sick and dying, helped to remove trouble makers, and was often performed to keep track of how many prisoners were in the camp. It was typically used as a form of population control and aided them in making decisions on who should die. Prisoners would assemble on the “Appellplatz”, and lined up single file as they would in a military baracks.   
 
   The Appellplatz was the single designated area where the count was taken. All of the prisoners, no matter how sick they were, tried their best to appear healthy enough to avoid facing death by the gas chamber.
 
    
 
                 When it was time for Appellaplatz count, Irma either supervised the prisoner selection or she lead the prisoner selection. Holocaust survivors claim that this was the longest part of their day. The guards took their time duirng the selection process as a method of torturing prisoners and instill as much fear into the prisoners as possible. It seemed as though they got some sort of sick joy out of watching those who were sentenced to death walk to the chamber with as much fear in their eyes as possible. They also found that that increasing the fear of the gas chamber was a great way to keep the
 
   healthier population under better control.               
 
    
 
                 Allegedly, this is when Irma made prisoners hold rocks up until they
 
   couldn't hold them anymore and dropped them onto their own heads. If they
 
   fell to the ground, Irma kicked them repeatedly with her leather boots.
 
                 Irma’s moniker of the “Beautiful Beast” was a well-earned one, in
 
   conjunction with Kramer’s, “The Beast”. Naturally well endowed with
 
   luxuriant hair and blue eyes, Irma harbored ambitions of becoming a film
 
   star after the war. With her history of breaking rules in the SS guard, no one
 
   understands why she thought she would ever make it back to civilian life.
 
    
 
   It is therefore not so surprising when it is noticed that one of Irma’s favorite
 
   targets were the prisoners who themselves possessed some uncommon
 
   beauty. Irma was especially harsh towards them, and subjected them to
 
   constant and extremely harsh scrutiny. The tiniest misstep and she would
 
   strike, shooting them on whims. She would set the impossible tasks, such as
 
   to life 100 kg weights by themselves, and then when they failed, enjoyed
 
   causing pain to them and the more pain she caused them, the more she
 
   loved it.
 
                 However as harsh and sadistic her physical treatment of the prisoners
 
   was, Irma was hated by her prisoners even more because of the
 
   psychological torment that she inflicted on her prisoners. Just like any other
 
   human being, physical pain and torture is easier to take than emotional pain
 
   and torture. Physical harm fades faster as well. Immaculately dressed, she
 
    
 
   would make jibes about their conditions to them. She would pontificate
 
   about the elastic properties of Jewish skin that made it perfect to be used for
 
   a lamp shade. Whether she actually tried sadistic actions like this is still up
 
   for debate. In this author’s opinion it is as just as possible as it is not. It is
 
   kind of a coin toss.  She purposefully cultivated a persona that would strike
 
   fear and revulsion in the hearts of the prisoners. The end result was that the
 
   prisoners hated her as much as they feared her, inspiring violent outbursts
 
   from several survivors during her trial and creating a massive scene in the
 
   courtroom.   
 
                 Irma, apparently, also enjoyed striking well-endowed women across the breasts. One survivor stated: “The women had learned to dread the penalty of her attentions, the least of which meant a whip lash on the nipple.”
 
    
 
   Irma would whip these women for hours on end, leaving their bodies with
 
   deep lacerations, gashes, and bleeding profusely. Several times she would
 
   not allow the women immediate medical attention. Instead she would force
 
   them to wait until  the wounds to become infected and began draining
 
   before she would allow them to even se a nurse.
 
    
 
                 Infection from the filthy living conditions and poor sanitation in places
 
   like a  camp - Birkenau was rampant and life threatening. Even small
 
   lacerations on the nipples warranted a trip to the camp doctors for
 
   treatment.  
 
                 Gisella Perl, a Jewish doctor, who worked in the camp hospital at
 
   Auschwitz-Birkenau, used the skills of her profession to prevent her own trip
 
   to the gas chamber. She wrote her story in a tell-all shortly after the war.
 
   She explained that Irma would cut the breasts of these women with her
 
   whip. She would then make them wait days in filthy conditions until infection
 
   set in. Only then would she allow them to seek medical attention.
 
    
 
                 Cleaning the infection out of the deep wounds she left behind was a
 
   painful procedure, and Dr. Perl describes “Irma's obvious sexual excitement
 
   at the sight of this pain.” She writes, “As I was working, I looked up and saw
 
   something I’ll never forget.  It will haunt me until the day I die.  There
 
   Grese stood.  It was obvious she was experiencing sexual arousal at the
 
   sight of the woman’s torment. She rocked to and fro, rhythmically. Her
 
   faced was reddened by her arousal. Her eyes seem transfixed, as though in
 
   the throes of orgasm.”  
 
    
 
   As if this author did not already find Grese to be a strange, sadistic,
 
   dominatrix type pervert, even a doctor confirms that the pain induced erotic
 
   behavior was present as evidence.
 
    
 
   She also wrote that, “Grese was always present to view surgeries.  If the
 
   victims dared scream or moan, she would kick them for daring to interrupt
 
   her enjoyment.” As if this woman did not seem certifiably insane until now,
 
   the doctor's next statement would have you rushing her to the nearest
 
   psychiatric hospital.  Dr. Perl openly stated that, “It was clear at times she
 
   was experiencing actual orgasms, so richly did she enjoy watching others
 
   (particularly other women) suffer. At times, she could be seen to drool on
 
   herself.  It would run down the sides of her mouth to her chin.”
 
    
 
                 Irrespective of whether Irma Grese was trained by the infamous
 
   Dorothea Binz or not, it is clear that she fully subscribed to the latter’s policy
 
   of “Malicious Pleasure”. She took Binz' malice even further by physically
 
   displaying erotic behavior as others suffered.” This is the most long standing
 
   impact Irma made on her prisoners, as her brazen displays of sexual
 
   pleasure at the sight of their torture and pain made her an unforgettable
 
   personality. Because of the erotic pleasure she got from other people's pain,
 
   survivors of the concentration camps she served in had more nightmares
 
   about her than they did the men who raped them.
 
    
 
                  Dr. Perl also said that, at some point around that time, Irma had
 
   threatened her into performing an abortion for her. A pregnancy, which Irma
 
   claimed had been the result of an affair with an SS soldier, would have cost
 
   Irma her job.
 
    
 
   Since Perl was a trained gynecologist, and notably one of the most famous gynecologists in Europe in her past life; she was caught between a rock and a hard place as regards this. First and foremost, it was illegal for Jews to even touch a German person in an innocent manner. The sentence for this crime was alone was death. However, on the other hand, Dr. Perl could not even attempt to refuse to carry out Irma Grese's request. Simply refusing to give her what she wanted, exactly when she wanted it would have been a death as well.
 
    
 
                 After weighing her options, Dr. Perl performed the abortion, and then
 
   kept it a secret until the trial at the end of the war. She knew that if she had
 
   attempted to spill the secret before the trial, Irma would have had her
 
   executed before anyone ever believed her.
 
    
 
   
  
 

              So who were Irma's lovers?              
 
                 
 
   While it was technically illegal for Jews to have sex with Germans since
 
   1935, there were more witness reports than can be counted about sex
 
   between guards and prisoners. Strangely, these stories did not come from
 
   the prisioners, they came directly from the guards.
 
    
 
                 The stories of sexual conquests stretched from concentual sexual
 
   encounterss to brutal rapes. The guards wuld set up make shift brothels that
 
   were made up of Jewish women who were prisoners. During this time,
 
   sexual fabors were traded between inmates who were desparate and guards.
 
   When prisoners would “hook up” the guards simply turned the other cheek.
 
   So even though sex with Jewes was illegal for most, this law was easily and
 
   frequently ignored by Germans who held a position of power.
 
    
 
                 There have been thousands of reports from concentration camp survivors about women who turned to prostitution as a means of gaining a better life. They were treated better, given as much freedom as they wanted, better food and more comfortable blankets. While some of these women turned into prostitutes on their own, others were forced into prostitution because the male guards found them extremely attractive. Since the were barely given any clothing, and what they did have was pracitcally see through, it wasn't easy for attractive women to hide their bodies.
 
    
 
   The truth is, once the ones who were forced into prostitution realized how much better they were treated, they stuck with it. Prostitutes were a popular way to pass the time during a long work shift. These were mostly for the purpose of use of the male guards and the overseers of the prisoners, who were prisoners themselves, the Kapos, though occasionally high-ranking members of the Nazi party also partook of the offerings. Thus it is extremely
 
   possible that Irma had an affair with one or more Jewish prisoners. While it
 
   is possible, it is unlikely, unless she was able to find a Jewish prisoner who
 
   had always dreamed of being with a dominatrix with a serious ego problem.
 
   Given her fanatical abhorrence for the Jewish people and her almost sexual
 
   enjoyment of their pain, it is also possible that she raped men shortly after
 
   she beat them with her whip or walking stick.
 
    
 
                 Irma was rumored to have had many lovers in important positions,
 
   especially among the SS, including the infamous Dr. Josef Mengele himself.
 
   Testimony at Irma's trial details many 'relationships' with SS men. Another
 
   person with whom she was thought to have been conducting an affair with
 
   was the leader of the SS forces at Birkenau, Joseph Kramer.
 
    
 
                 It is also claimed she was bisexual, and, not only enjoyed humiliating
 
   women prisoners, but sometimes made sexual advances towards them,
 
   which, of course they accepted. Refusal was probably met with whipping or a
 
   pistol shot, or if they were particularly unlucky, the starving dogs. How could
 
   they refuse?
 
    
 
                 A male SS soldier named Hatzinger, apparently, may have won Irma's
 
   heart. She followed him with a transfer after he was reassigned to the
 
   Bergen-Belsen camp, but Hatzinger died in a typhus epidemic that swept
 
   through that camp soon after, and, we can only assume, Irma might have
 
   even shed a tear for him.
 
    
 
                 Olga Lengyel, an Auschwitz survivor, wrote about Irma, and her account
 
   was corroborated by others. This doesn't add any insight into which Irma
 
   was intimate with, but it may allude to her reaction when someone rejected
 
   her.
 
                 Olga said that when she was at Auschwitz Irma was seen dragging a
 
   Jewish woman by the hair and beating her with a whip. A male POW, thought
 
   to be the victim's lover, followed the pair while his woman was being
 
   dragged and beaten. Later, the body of the man was found shot, supposedly
 
   on Irma's orders, and his woman ended up in the camp brothel, the barracks
 
   populated with female prisoners to be used as sex slaves, which was a perk
 
   for the camp Kapos. The Kapos were the prisoner overseers who enforced
 
   the orders of the SS for special privileges.
 
    
 
                 Rape and other forms of sexualized violence were part and parcel of the
 
   camps.  Women prisoners were covertly placed in brothels, or in the quarters
 
   of Nazi officers to be abused as sex slaves, disguised as housekeepers or
 
   cooks.
 
    
 
   While it was officially forbidden for any German to touch a Jew (man or
 
   women), this did not stop Nazi military personnel from engaging in sexual
 
   violence against both women and men.  These acts were perpetrated by
 
   both male and female personnel.  Notoriously, Irma Grese was said to have
 
   indulged in sexual coercion and violence against both men and women.
 
    
 
                 While the primary concern of the Nazis was forced labour and eventually,
 
   complete annihilation of all prisoners (particularly the Jews), this did not
 
   stop them from taking advantage of their positions of authority to indulge in
 
   authority-driven perversion and a wide variety of sex crimes.
 
    
 
                 USC Shoah Foundation Institute for Visual History and the Yad Vashem
 
   archive retain numerous accounts of sexual violence against inmates.  
 
   Included in these are accounts of prisoners about to be executed being
 
   raped in the pits dug as their mass graves.
 
    
 
                 The power of sexual violence as a weapon of war was not lost on the
 
   Nazis, despite their racial purity laws, forbidding contact with “sub-humans”.  
 
   They regularly indulged in all manner of sexual intimidation, violence,
 
   humiliation and coercion.  As stated above, the frequency of these acts is
 
   well documented.
 
    
 
   One such account is contained in the archives of the USC Shoah Foundation.  
 
   The story of Sarah M. at Ravensbrück is only testimony among thousands
 
   upon thousands of such incidents.  Sarah was lured by another woman,
 
   offering her food:
 
    
 
                 “When I went inside, I saw several people in the room.  I was forced up on a table.  Being quite small, it seemed this was quite high off the ground.   The men in the room then started sexually attacking me.  They hit me and I began to cry.  All I wanted to do was leave.  I remember screaming until my throat was raw. Most of all, though, I remember what one of these monsters said to me.  He threatened to make me stand on my head while he sawed me in two.  They were desperate for me to be quiet, because they knew what they were doing was against the purity laws.  To this day, I don’t sleep well at night because of what happened to me in that room”.
 
    
 
                  Irma, whatever her sexual appetites; proved herself as a sadist. Another
 
   inmate’s testimony describes this:
 
    
 
                 “We were loading the lorries. Before noon we had an unexpected visitor:
 
   Aufseherin Irma with her two leashed dogs, Frau Aufseherin Irma, with an
 
   angel face and snake eyes, the camp's chief torturer. We were very careful
 
   not to attract her attention. We pushed and pushed. It seemed to take an
 
   eternity to roll the car over the hill.
 
    
 
                 “The next team was unable to coordinate its efforts. They were
 
   completely unnerved by our visitor. They hesitated and lost control of their
 
   wagon. It swayed, bowled down over the hill, and capsized, scattering stone
 
   over the whole area.
 
    
 
                 “The prisoners were completely broken in spirit. Aufseherin Irma sicced the two police dogs on them. The girls tried to escape their fangs, but the trained killers easily overtook them. One grabbed a Polish woman who
 
   slipped upon a rock. The other fell upon a Russian woman.
 
    
 
                 “At Irma's orders, the kapo's underlings beat and kicked the girls still
 
   untouched by the dogs. The kapo wrote down the numbers of the delinquent
 
   team. The dogs were tearing at the girls' bodies. Irma came slower to
 
   observe what they were doing. Her eyes were bloodshot. The sight of the
 
   blood seemed to intoxicate her. She panted. She was sexually excited –
 
   everybody could see that. We stood in a trance, as at a gladiatorial combat.”
 
    
 
                 Due to the advance of the Russian army, Auschwitz-Birkenau began
 
   evacuations in January 1945. Irma Grese went to Rävensbruck for over a
 
   month before being transferred to Bergen-Belsen in Germany, following her
 
   heartthrob, Hatzinger. As mentioned, he died of typhus shortly thereafter,
 
   apparently, leaving Irma in a frenzied state.
 
    
 
                 In the last months of the war, Irma's sadistic behavior continued with a vengeance. Many eyewitnesses stated that, at Belsen, Irma shot prisoners or beat them to death if they collapsed during the count.
 
    
 
                 Belsen was liberated by British and Canadian troops in April 1945. The
 
   terms of this liberation were also interesting. Belsen basically surrendered
 
   itself to the British. Most of the German guards abandoned their posts, but
 
   Kramer, Irma and a few of the other guards remained. It is likely that they
 
   did not agree with the surrender at all, and they were needed to maintain
 
   order amongst the prisoners. The British put them to work burying the dead.
 
   She may well be somewhere in this photo
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   The British liberated Belsen, and were duly shocked at what they had
 
   uncovered. The typhus epidemic had claimed over 10,000 lives and over
 
   30,000 still were in critical condition with regards to the disease. Never mind
 
   the disease, each and every prisoner was in a state of such heavy
 
   malnutrition that they could not eat or drink much, their stomachs had
 
   adjusted to starving and they had to wean back to be able to eat and drink
 
   normal food. In the month or two following the liberation of the camp,
 
   20,000 more of them died, either due to disease or due to long lasting
 
   injuries and infections. Some prisoners were found with holes in their lungs,
 
   broken ribs and skulls and other grievous injuries.
 
    
 
   A trial for the guards at Belsen, accusing them of war crimes, began four months later and lasted fifty-three days.
 
                 Irma was described as defiant when her verdict was read. She pleaded not guilty, and that all she had done was follow orders. Her argument was that if anyone was guilty it was Himmler. All she was guilty of would have been in following his orders. However she also admitted that if she was judged on the individual scale she would be as guilty as her higher-ups. She was found guilty, and sentenced to death by hanging, the youngest woman to receive the death penalty under modern English law. In that very trial, three other female guards at Birkenau were also charged guilty for the same crimes, but were not given death penalties.
 
    
 
   It is likely that the extensive media coverage that Irma received, with taglines such as the “Beautiful Beast” and “The Hyena of Auschwitz” made her especially prominent and resulted in her receiving the death penalty at that young age. The excessive media frenzy around her was due to reports of her beauty being a ready contrast for the media persons to play her brutality with. Unlike Ilse Koch, whose trial also received exaggerated attention from the media, however, Irma’s story was not as subject to fanciful and un-proveable claims. Perhaps that is because she was much more visible and there was evidence of her many crimes anyway, unlike that of Ilse’s, because most of the latter’s records had been destroyed, making it impossible for the court to even know if Ilse Koch was a member of the SS or a civilian.
 
    
 
   In 1945, a letter written to Grese by SCHUTZHAEFTLING NO. 45554 (Isabella Rubinstein), was published in the Palestine Post.  The words of the writer indict Grese during her war crimes trial.  Isabella Rubinstein’s description of life with this monstrous warder, excerpted from her letter, chillingly recounts Grese’s brutality. If there was ever any doubt in anyone’s mind as to the scale of her transgressions against humanity, the letter of 45554 dispelled it, entirely.
 
   “Your victims would rather you not be put to death. We’d prefer that you live and remember all that you did; remember the foul smoke that poured from the ovens night and day.
 
    
 
                 The fear you ignited in us as we listened to the cries of your underlings warning us of your imminent arrival, I can never banish from my memory.  Your arrogance, as you marched about with your dog loping at your side was palpable.  That same dog was turned on so many of us for your perverse amusement.
 
   Your boots were always highly polished; so strikingly polished.  More perfect even than the manner in which you employed them to kick us.

              As you are being subjected to the full force of justice now, perhaps I should remind you of only one of your myriad crimes against humanity.  I remember it so clearly, I could be watching it unfold before my eyes, this moment.  In June of 1943, we lined up on two sides of an open square.  Women like you were on one side.  Women like me, on the other.
 
    
 
                 Some of the women there that day were so defiled in their humanity they could no longer stand up straight.  You were strutting by with your customary airs of superiority, when one of these broken women could not help but express her terror in a gesture she hadn’t intended to make in your presence.  Your response was to claim she had attempted to harm you.  This bag of bones; this wretch.
 
   As you ruled over this woman, almost drained of all life, you dared accuse her of attempting to kick you.  This is emblematic of your cruelty and perversity.  I will never forget what you did next, even as you will try to deny it in open court.  Even though she could barely crawl, much less walk, you shoved this poor creature into the middle of the place.  There you forced her onto her knees.  That was not enough to satisfy your endless sadism.  You then demanded that she hold two heavy stones aloft, saying the words ‘I kicked Grese!’ over and over again.
 
    
 
                 Then you whipped her.  Dumb with shock, I lost count of the lashes you delivered upon her weakened body.
 
    
 
                 Then another of your type, an SS officer, came forward.  He joined you in violently abusing this woman and even did your bestiality one better.  He kicked her repeatedly in the face.  While not half as perfectly polished as yours, his boots were equal in vicious brutality.  She bled until you were satisfied; sated.  You ordered the woman to rise from the stones where she’d been beaten and sent her back to her cell.”
 
    
 
                 She was executed a month later, in December 1945, along with two of her fellow female SS guards, Bormann and Volkenrath.
 
                 Irma was the first (or the second, there are conflicting reports) to step onto the gallows. As the hangman lowered the rope over her hood and tightened the noose, she whispered, “Schnell.”
 
                 He complied with her plea to 'hurry-up', and promptly pulled the lever.
 
                 So why did she do it? What made Irma Grese, a simple farm girl, turn into a cold-blooded killer?
 
                 There are volumes of text analyzing this question blaming this behavior on a host of factors, prejudice, propaganda, rampant social-political pressures, the corruption of power, and the list continues.  Even the testimony of Irma Grese’s sister, Helene, gives us little insight into her psychology, or illuminates how a simple farm girl might become the “Hyena of Auschwitz”.
 
    
 
                 “Once she started working at the concentration camp, we didn’t see much of her.  I think I saw her twice.  When she came home on holiday one time, she said she oversaw inmates to make sure they didn’t escape.
 
    
 
                 When Irma left Auschwitz in 1945, she said she had worked mostly in some kind of mail sorting facility.  She also said she was put on guard duty occasionally”.
 
    
 
                 So it seems that one of them was lying, or bending the truth.  Helene may well be the source of that mendacity, as she doesn’t even acknowledged the beatings Irma received at her father’s hands.  She claims ignorance of both Irma’s abuse in the family home and the possibility that her father forbade her from ever returning home again.
 
    
 
                 In the end, Irma Grese must have liked it. Hurting, maiming and exterminating human beings gave her a thrill. Why it felt good, or how it felt good, we can only wonder. Logically, that has to be the answer. She was on some kind of insane power trip, basking in the miseries and deaths of others. A psychologist would probably argue that she tried to take revenge on her childhood memories of bullying which she had long repressed within her psyche and given a group of helpless people to do precisely that, did so, taking great pleasure in it. It seems like a rational explanation, even though a rational explanation for such an irrational hatred seems like, and is, an oxymoron. While it is possible for us to rationalize the actions depending on Freudian terms or on family issues, what we cannot hope to understand is the specific context of the time, when hating Jews enough to drool at the sight of their suffering was not an anomaly, not an aberration, not even specific to some people, but was the norm. That kind of a context we cannot hope to understand. Perhaps an examination of the word “scadenfreude” and its function in the ideology of the Third Reich can shed some light, though.
 
                 The word “schadenfreude” (malicious pleasure; deriving happiness from the suffering of another) may provide at least some insight in this respect.  The Third Reich depended upon a populist tendency too often a feature of humans in large social groupings – to scapegoat others for life’s disappointments.
 
    
 
                 In order to produce the effect of turning German against German (gentile against Jew), it was necessary for the Nazis to produce a steady stream of hateful propaganda which cast Jews as responsible for all the ills of contemporary Germany.  The economic, intellectual and social influence of German Jews was distorted by the Nazis to disastrous effect.
 
    
 
                 Instead of depicting German Jewish success as the result of a high valuation of education intrinsic to Judaism, the Nazis claimed it was all part of a plot to dominate the gentiles and take over.  Added to this is the reality that people who enjoy a status quietly envied by others are more susceptible to the malicious pleasure of those who envy them.
 
    
 
                 The higher up the food chain people are, the more likely those who envy them are to respond with glee to their suffering.  The Nazis were well aware of this effect and applied it vigorously, making schadenfreude nothing short of a socially and legally-mandated way of life in Germany.
 
    
 
                 How else would it be possible to commit these atrocities?  Unless the people of Germany drank from the propaganda font of the Nazis that served to salve their envy of the Jews and their achievements, it wouldn’t have been.  That envy, transformed into righteous mission against an internal enemy, was the foundation of the Holocaust.
 
    
 
                 Human nature was thus actively exploited in a callous, calculated manner, with schadenfreude being central to the success of the Third Reich, its persecution of the Jews and its policies of ethnic cleansing.  
 
    
 
                 While it’s true the Nazis persecuted political dissidents, the Rom, homosexuals and the disabled, none of these groups had the same effect on the German collective temperament the Jews of Germany did.  Tapping into a publicly unspoken resentment and validating it via institutionalization, the Nazis turned the dirty little anti-Semitic secret of the German population into public policy.
 
    
 
   It remains difficult, though, for anyone to look back on the crimes of the Nazis and understand the scale of their perpetration, or the ability of human beings to subject others to such unspeakable evil.  The power of propaganda to validate socially aberrant threads in society remains a danger even today.  Reflecting on that power is one of the lessons we can learn from the Third Reich.  It is at least a window into the collective psychosis experienced there.  It is by no means an excuse for the acts of the people or their government.
 
    
 
                 But what if Ima Grese were innocent? Maybe everyone lied. It is possible, but not very likely. Some testimony may have been exaggerated, but even Irma admitted to carrying out her duties and beating prisoners with her whip. She admitted to so much of it that the outrageous parts don't seem so outrageous.
 
                 In fact, except for the drool running down the corners of her chin, I, personally, believe everything said about Irma Grese. The funny thing about life is that the part about the drool running down her chin is probably true, too. I mean, who could make something like that up?
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 5: , or “Tired? Here, Let Me Hit You With This Pickaxe!”
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                 Born on March 16th, 1920, Dorothea Binz, like Irma Grese, was another lower middle class German flower. She grew up in the woods near Furstenburg, the daughter of a forrester, and came down with Tuberculosis in her teens, which caused her to miss out on schooling as she spent many months in a clinic.
 
    
 
                 She left school at fifteen, and, stigmatized because of her bout with TB, had few prospects for a good carreer. She worked as a housemaid, but hating the work, she kept volunteering for SS positions. Thus she was included in the war relatively early on, as compared to several of her fellow prison guards. At nineteen in 1939, she volunteered for work in the kitchen at Ravensbrück.
 
    
 
                 From the day she left school, she swore that she would not be like every other woman she watched as she grew up. During that time, it was a woman’s job to cater to her entire family. She was going to be free and she was determined to make a name for herself. She would not die an old maid, even if that meant that she had to die at an early age.
 
    
 
   After dropping out of school, she immediately applied to become a female trainee guard for the concentration camps. With her drive and determination, it did not take her very long to climb the ladder. She worked her way up from the bottom, where she worked in the kitchen and did laundry for huge concentration camps.
 
    
 
    
 
   A month later she was promoted to a prison guard who monitored the yard.
 
    
 
   It was not long before she had been promoted to working a s a guard in the barracks, where she tortured and killed countless people. Her punishments toward prisoners were unyielding. She never held back; she would beat, stop, whip, slap, stomp and kill female prisoners that were under her watch.
 
    
 
   Her actions were so terrible that she has been listed as one of the ten evil, ruthless, pitiless, cruel, heartless, cold-hearted, cold blooded, unsympathetic, brutal, vicious, savage, abusive, unbridled and unbearable women in the world. These are the names she earned as a supervisor at work, and this was only from the employees. Considering that her job was to imprison, torture, work people to the point of death, and hand pick up to 500 people daily, while looking them in the eye, this is definitely has her in competition with the devil himself.
 
    
 
    
 
                 In her time at Ravensbrück she served under Emma Zimmer and Maria Mandel, both of these excellent role models fated for the gallows after the war. As we mentioned in the previous chapter, she was also a training officer and mentor to other women signed up to become a guard at the concentration camps. Each and every woman she trained developed a strange, sadistic sexual fetish that was associated with other people experiencing extreme agony and pain. Some, like Irma Grese, actually experienced noticeable orgasms by watching people suffer. The more the person was suffering, the more excited she became.  
 
    
 
                 Binz most gruesome murder was committed with a pickaxe in an open forum. Witnesses to this murder claim that she showed no hesitance when it came to the brutal attack and that she did not show an ounce of remorse after the attack. A witness to the incident recounts:
 
    
 
                 "Binz took note of a prisoner she didn’t believe was putting her back into the work she’d been assigned.  She calmly and deliberately approached her without uttering a word. Not even a threat or a warning.
 
    
 
   When she’d arrived before the prisoner, she stuck her with a closed fist using a great deal of force.  The prisoner fell to the ground in a miserable heap.  Binz, without consulting anyone, or even noticing that other people were present, collected a pickaxe from a nearby colleague and began to hack at the prone woman until she lay in a bloody mass, completely cut to ribbons by the repeated blows. The woman never had a chance at survival, and other guards, including men, were too afraid of Binz to make any attempt to stop her. At that moment, the guards that were with her knew that, given her mental state, her inability to think rationally, and her complete disregard to human life, she could have easily turned on them and they could have become her next victim.
 
    
 
                 Looking down at her boots, Binz saw they were covered in the dead woman’s blood.  Bending down, she tore off a small, unbloodied portion of the skirt the corpse had been wearing in life and wiped them clean.
 
    
 
                 Binz then walked to her bicycle, completely unmoved by what she’d just done.  As though just concluding a pleasant day’s picnicking, she mounted it and rode off back to the camp, as cool as you please”.
 
    
 
   When you take into account the way that Irma Grese behaved and the way Dorothea Binz behaved as guards in the concentration camps, you will notice that they were either psychopaths before they signed up to be a guard, or they became that way over time because of the things they had witnessed. Either way, neither of these women were wired correctly, and they both deserved to be in an insane asylum, not in a job where taking care of human beings was involved.              
 
    
 
   Apparently, Binz thought a Polish woman on a work crew wasn't working hard enough, so she jumped off her bike, hoisted a pickaxe and hit the woman repeatedly with it. After she'd torn the body to pieces with multiple hacks, she used what was left of the woman's dress to clean the blood splatter off her boots, hopped back on her bike, and leisurely pedaled away, enjoying her bike ride back to camp.
 
    
 
                 As you can see Dorothea Binz and Irma Grese were both seriously demented. Given their behavior, and the enjoyment they got from causing other people agonizing pain, these two women should have been in a psychiatric facility instead of supervising human beings.
 
    
 
                 It was reported by many survivors that both Dorothea Binz and Irma Grese appeared to have opposite reactions to watching other people experience agonizing pain. While Binz was completely indifferent to the idea that people were suffering, and had no emotional reaction to causing pain to those in concentration camps, Irma Grese was the complete opposite. Irma was known to become visibly sexually aroused by other people being in pain. There were many reports, both from prisoners and from a doctor who cared for prisoners, that Irma experienced arousal from patients who were experiencing extreme pain. Remember in the previous chapter based on Irma Grese when Dr. Perl stated:
 
    
 
   “Irma's obvious sexual excitement at the sight of this pain.” She writes, “As I was working, I looked up and saw something I’ll never forget.  It will haunt me until the day I die.  There Grese stood.  It was obvious she was experiencing sexual arousal at the sight of the woman’s torment. She rocked to and fro, rhythmically. Her faced was reddened by her arousal. Her eyes seem transfixed, as though in the throes of orgasm.”  
 
    
 
   
  
 

Binz Continued Getting Promotions
 
    
 
   Even though Binz was obviously out of her mind and should have never been responsible for any form of human life, she continued to get promoted through the ranks. Whether this was because other guards failed to report the horrible, brutal manner in which she treated prisoners, or because the upper ranks did not care whether the concentration camp prisoners were constantly brutalized, she was only noticed for the positive impact she had on the concentration camps and how smoothly they were running.
 
    
 
   Of course they were running smoothly. There was a pickaxe wielding psychopath who would beat you to death without showing any remorse running things!
 
                 
 
   She was eventually promoted to Chief Training Instructor after 1942, and helped hone the skills of some of the most vicious SS guards in skirts, including our own Irma Grese, who enjoyed parts of her job far too much, and Ruth Neudeck, who once murdered an inmate with a shovel.Now I'm not sure how Irma ever took to drooling, but I can certainly guess where Ruth Neudeck may have learned to wield a shovel. She taught the lesson of "Malicious Pleasure” which means exactly what it says.
 
    
 
   Training of the female guards had been a long and somewhat arduous process (Dorothea must have gone through the older process herself) but as the war wore on and more and more services were quickly required training sessions became more like workshops, where Dorothea would demonstrate, with the help of a few “specimens” the ways to torture, how to inflict maximum pain without killing the prisoners, and the way they ought to behave. Fiercely loyal to the idea that she was serving the same as any soldier on the front lines, Dorothea stood by her theory of “Malicious Pleasure” throughout her time at court as well, justifying her actions by asserting the prisoners as deserving of her hatred and bile as they were threats to her home. She permanently conflated the idea of sadism and systematic torture with her twisted concept of patriotism, and several others followed in her footsteps as she taught them, though they had different ideas.
 
    
 
   Irma Grese, for example, exorcised the bullying she had received as a child, while Johanna Bormann did it for money. Many others were forced into it as a result of getting conscripted. Nevertheless, all the new female SS guards when Dorothea was the head trainer imbibed the idea that their actions were serving the country. Dorothea took an idea like patriotism and the love for the country to its logical extreme: the abandonment of all rational thought when it comes to the country, and to do heinous deeds in its name.  
 
    
 
                 Dorothea also had a lover, an SS officer named Edmund Brauning. They lived together in a house just outside camp until Brauning was transferred to Buchnwald late in 1944. There are many reports about them going on walks about the camp to stop, watch and laugh when women were getting beaten or flogged.
 
    
 
                 Her excitement over killing inmates was obvious in one survivor's eye-witness account, who said that she once saw Dorothea chasing after a truck full of prisoners about to be hanged, shouting, "Wait for me! Wait for me! I want to come and watch!"
 
    
 
                 However, the same woman who had run after a truck positively frothing with bloodlust also cried for hours after her pet Alsatian had died, buried it and put flowers on the grave. How do we reconcile cruelty and sadism with this obvious display of caring? This is because of the lens with which they viewed the world, where the Jews and the other inmates of the concentration camps such as gypsies, political prisoners, and others were seen as menaces. To make serving in the concentration camp palatable for new volunteers, the Nazi propaganda machine went on an overdrive claiming that Germany was as much in danger from internal issues as it was from external issues. Working in a concentration camp was akin to working on the front lines of the battlefield for the importance the job had to Germany. Thus the innocent prisoners in the concentration camp were treated as menaces to society as a whole, and this in a twisted way became their own justification for their cruelty to themselves.
 
    
 
                 As a member of the command staff from '43 to '45, Dorothea Binz supervised more than a hundred female SS guards, and was reported to be especially brutal. She instructed her new recruits in a technique she called 'Malicious Pleasure', and demonstrated it on a daily basis.
 
    
 
                 “La Binz” was also one of the first to establish the henceforth-common practice of keeping “slaves”. Basically prisoners with backgrounds in certain occupations were selected to serve only her in whatever capacity. Thus Binz got, in her time at Ravensbrück, access to expert hairdressers and dressmakers. In return for these favors Binz would make sure they would not be sent to the gas chambers… as long as they were useful.
 
    
 
                 There are countless witness testimonies of her slapping, beating, whipping and kicking or shooting women to death. She not only carried a sidearm, but was accompanied by a leashed attack dog, and witnesses said she would often snap without warning and kill an inmate, or, without provocation, choose an inmate for the gas chamber.
 
    
 
                               An old school friend of Dorothea's said Binz once told her that the prisoners were all Godless criminals and prostitutes. She also said that treating them harshly was the only way to keep them in check. She also reported that Binz’s face had changed drastically from when they had known each other, her face was harder, and her eyes more set, with a cruel glint.
 
                  
 
                 Binz was also especially hateful of prisoners from the east, such as Polish Jews and Russian prisoners of war. She reserved the most sadistic acts of cruelty for anyone who did not fit the “true Aryan model”. While she served as a supervisor, she was noted to carry out the following sadistic acts:
 
    
 
    
    	                Whip them in the eyes, causing blindness
 
   
 
    
    	                Select them for them for extermination via the gas chamber
 
    	                Chop them to pieces using pickaxes
 
    	                Dragging prisoners from the back of vehicles
 
    	                Shoot prisoners without just cause
 
    	                 torture
 
    	                threat
 
    	                strike
 
    	                beat
 
    	                stop
 
    	                whip
 
    	                slap
 
    	                stomp
 
    	                kill female prisoners
 
   
 
    
 
                 Unlike some of the other SS female guards, even the most loathsome, there were no accounts of Dorothea ever being cordial to inmates, or having any conversations with them at all. She kept her distance from the prisoners, and was known by them only for her cruelty. Her abuse was described as 'unyielding', and witnesses testified that when Dorothea Binz appeared at 'Appellplatz', a "silence fell".
 
    
 
                 Among the SS female guards, she was one of the most feared, and hated of them all.
 
    
 
                 Doris Maase, a doctor imprisoned at Ravensbrück, and others have described Binz in chilling terms:
 
    
 
                 “When she beat and tormented people, her eyes would glitter with enjoyment.”
 
    
 
                 This description of these eyes shining with malevolent glee are uniform throughout the testimony of those who experience the evil of “La Binz."
 
    
 
                 Dr. Maase’s first experience of Binz at Ravensbrück was an incident in which a fellow prisoner was attempting suicide.  The desperate woman, longing for death was making for the electrified fence, in the hope it would kill her and end the misery she knew in the camp.
 
    
 
                 Binz would have none of it.  With her considerable strength, she hauled the weakened inmate into the yard.  There she hit her with a stick on the legs with relish.  Everyone shuddered when Dorothea Binz passed by.  It was like having a direct encounter with evil.”
 
    
 
                 When the war ended, knowing she would be held accountable, Dorothea did not wait around with the rest of the female guards. She fled Ravensbrück, but was captured soon after in Hamburg by the Brittish in May of '45.
 
    
 
                 Tried and convicted for her war crimes, just before the executioner placed the hood over her head, Dorothea Binz said, "I hope you won't think that we were all evil people."
 
    
 
                 Was she talking to us? She knew her last words would be recorded, so I doubt they were meant for the hangman.
 
    
 
                 It's such an outrageous and presumptuous statement. After all the horrors she'd done, did she really still see herself as merely following orders, basically, a victim? That is too outrageous to address. And, did she really presume we might pass judgment on all Germans, much like she had passed judgement on all the Jews? Good people do not think that way. Only very ignorant evil people, people like Dorothea Binz, think that way. I wish someone had responded, and set her straight on a few of those things.
 
    
 
   When the Holocaust ended, Binz took off when the death march began. She was later captured by a British soldier on May 2, 1945. Binz was charged and convicted of multiple war crimes at sentencing. She was hanged on May 2, 1947 by a well-noted British Executioner named Albert Pierrepoint. There were very few people who liked her enough to miss her, or even notice that she was gone. Many people will testify that thanks to the actions of Albert Pierrepoint on May 2, 1947, the world became a much better place.
 
    
 
                 Then again, maybe the executioner responded best by remaining silent, putting the noose over her head, and pulling the lever.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 6: The Witch Trials of Ilse Koch, or “Is this dead guy your lamp?”
 
    [image: ] [image: ] 
 
                 
 
                 Ilse Koch, “The Red Witch of Buchenwald”, one of half a dozen monikers given to her by the press, received worldwide attention and is the most infamous of all the Nazi SS female guards due to some of the more mind-boggling charges brought against her, several of which claimed she had lampshades, a purse and a book cover made from the tanned skin of Holocaust victims.
 
                 Although there was never any physical proof, these grisly charges caused a media circus at her trials, and created a morbid fascination surrounding this case that continues to this very day.
 
                 Less than a month ago, a good friend of mine visiting the capitol city of the United States with his children gave me a call. He breathlessly told me the detestable story of a Nazi woman who had made lampshades from the skin of Holocaust victims.
 
                 There is a certain fascination with the idea of objects being made from human bodies.  In the case of the use of Jewish skin being used to make lampshades, the idea that this gruesome practice was pursued in the death camps persists and is widespread.
 
    
 
                 In 2006, Mark Jacobson, later to author the book, The Lampshade, received a call from a friend.  This friend related that he’d come across an unusual object he believed might interest Jacobson.
 
    
 
                 He’d found the object in New Orleans and knew it was European because of the soldering.  This factor having caught his attention, he examined the shade, which appeared to be made of an unusual type of parchment.  When he asked the person selling it what the shade was made of, he told him it was the skin of a Jew.  He also warned that the previous owner had been devilled by nightmares and obsessions concerning the strange object.  This is why the owner had rid himself of it.
 
    
 
                 Jacobson’s friend agreed to ship the item to New York (Jacobson’s home).  When it arrived and he opened the box and looked down on it, he was struck by the appearance of the shade.  He’d never seen anything quite like it.  The translucent parchment bore an opalescent sheen he hadn’t observed in other, similar materials.
 
    
 
                 Jacobson took the lampshade to a laboratory to have it tested for DNA (particularly mitochondrial DNA).  This testing revealed that the DNA was human and that the parchment was human skin.
 
    
 
                 After this discovery, Jacobson resolved to undertake an investigation of the lampshade’s origins.  This took him to the doors of numerous experts on the Holocaust, to Holocaust Museums and even the Buchenwald camp, itself.  In the course of his investigation, he uncovered many eyewitness accounts.  Once of these was from Adolf Bormann, Hitler’s godson.  He recounts that on a visit to Heinrich Himmler’s house he noticed a lamp with a shade fashioned of parchment.  He’d been told that this was made of human skin.
 
    
 
                 Albert Rosenberg, one of the first Allied soldiers to enter the camp at Buchenwald tells the strange story of a piece of tattooed skin he’d found at the camp.  For years, he’d kept it.  The tattoo had been done on a man’s chest, and was of a woman.  Next to the tattoo was the nipple of the man it had once belonged to.  Rosenberg relates that he developed a strange fetishism about the object, as time went by.
 
    
 
                 Rosenberg further relates that, having some paperwork to complete at the camp, he sat at a desk in one of Buchenwald’s administrative offices.  One of the prisoners yelled at him that he was just like a Nazi.  He pointed at the lamp on the desk, saying it was made of the skin of a dead inmate; a Jew.
 
    
 
                 The piece of tattooed skin, Rosenberg eventually placed in a safe deposit box.  Having it in his home played on his mind.  His nights became plagued by nightmares.  Even in the box, though, out of his house, the thing continued to eat away at him.  Finally, he gave it to a friend and told him to do whatever he felt was right with the macabre object.  Rosenberg had become aware, during his time at the Buchenwald camp, that the objects made from the skin of dead prisoners were to be seen everywhere.  In the medical block, a factory for making these had been established.
 
    
 
                 Like Rosenberg with his piece of tattooed skin, Jacobson eventually found the presence of the lampshade so deeply disturbing that the psychological impact could not be ignored.  He sometimes found himself speaking to it and even, at one point, gave it a name.  He tried, on several occasions, to give it to Holocaust Museums and foundations, but was refused.  The grounds were simply that the object could not be confirmed as genuine.  On one occasion, he was told that to display such an object would amount to pornography.  In the end, he kept it, but stored it outside his home in the box it was originally shipped to him in.
 
    
 
                 But despite all these eyewitness accounts, Jacobson’s lampshade was found, after more sophisticated and extensive testing, in 2012, to be made of cow skin.
 
    
 
                 There is no other such object known to be in existence.
 
    
 
                 The horror of the Third Reich is of such magnitude that it’s not entirely outside the realm of possibility that these accounts arose as part of a complex of psychological instability occasioned by life in the camps.  Combined with the human propensity to be fascinated by the macabre, this is one explanation.  Another is that time and shame has destroyed these objects.
 
                 Without documentation, however, it’s impossible to say whether the stories of Nazis using human skin to make objects like lampshades are true.  The story of Mark Jacobson is instructive.  With its accounts of the psychological impact of the lampshade, it teaches us that mythology, rooted in history and our knowledge of the atrocities committed by the Nazis, can color our perceptions.
 
    
 
                 Apparently, as I learned from the conversation with my friend mentioned above, Ilse Koch has her very own section at the Holocaust Museum in Washington, D.C.
 
                 Despite being such a notorious female SS guard, however, her exact rank is very difficult to find and I could not locate any pictures of her wearing a guard's uniform. Maybe that's because she was more of a housewife and a mother and was probably never a guard at all. As the wife of a high-ranking camp commandant, Karl Otto Koch, she must have had special privileges. Maybe Ilse did not have to go into work, or even wear her uniform, but all I can do is speculate on that. The information available is too conflicting, and, thus, unreliable.
 
                 It is certain that, at some point before and/or during the war, Ilse was paid by the Nazis for being employed as a female SS guard, even though the record shows that she worked as a secretary for the high-ranking officers, and not in the capacity as a prison guard.  
 
                 I don't know why I could not easily find Ilse Koch's rank, or any pictures of her in a guard's uniform, especially when all the other female SS guards are commonly listed with a rank before their names and usually pictured in their guard uniforms, but that difference is exactly why the story of Ilse Koch began to strike me as odd.
 
   
  
 

The Early Life of Ilse
 
                 Born Margerete Ilse Kohler on September 22, 1906, in the city of Dresden, Germany, Ilse was the daughter of a factory foreman. Unlike most other female SS guards, her family was slower and more ordinary middle-class. And, after graduating primary school at 15, she received an advanced education at a school for accounting.
 
                 She then worked as a bookkeeping clerk typist in a cigarette factory, joining the Nazi party in 1932 somewhat early in its history and before it became fashionable. Ilse met her future husband, Karl Koch, in 1934 through her connections with the Nazi party and they were married in 1936.
 
                 In July or August of 1937 Karl Koch was appointed commandant of a brand new concentration camp and SS training center called Buchenwald. It was one of the first and largest concentration camps in Nazi Germany, holding up to ten thousand male inmates, including Jews, eastern Europeans, and political prisoners.
 
                 This was mainly a hard labor camp, not built for extermination, but the weak were worked to death, or killed, while stronger inmates worked until they grew weaker. So, even without gas chambers, the life expectancy at Buchenwald was only three months.
 
                 There are conflicting reports of Ilse's role at Buchenwald, so I cannot determine for certain what she did there. A few sources assign her a rank, usually Senior Overseer of the female SS guards, (not that there were many female SS guards at an all-male prison) and some of these sources claim she rode through the camp on horseback, pointing out inmates to be flogged, or killed, while many other sources claim she stayed at home just outside the camp and raised her children as a housewife and mother, only occasionally coming into the camp.
 
                 It’s documented, however, that in 1940, Ilse Koch’s husband, Karl Otto Koch (Commandant of the camp at that time), ordered an equestrian arena to be built outside the camp.  He’d wanted a place where he and his wife could ride their horses.
 
    
 
   Koch was so insistent that this facility be built as quickly as possible that no fewer than 30 prisoners were killed in the course of its construction.  Those who didn’t die from the reckless manner in which the arena was being built were worked to death.
 
    
 
   The costly facility was used several times a week by Ilse Koch, once built.  She demanded that her rides be accompanied by live music played by an officer’s orchestra, seated on a dais.  Witnesses remember her appearance on horseback as arrogant to the point of imperiousness.
 
                 Even though I will try to elaborate on her role and convey all of her reported actions at Buchenwald, conflicting, vague, and obviously wrong accounts, whether mistakes or fabrications, make it difficult to know what her role was or what this woman actually did. Contradictions in articles and historical records make it next to impossible to determine the truth.
 
                 This is troubling and frustrating for a researcher. The fact that Ilse's story was sensationalized by the press is indisputable, and may be a big part of the problem. Irma Grese's story was also subjected to media frenzy, mainly due to her exaggerated beauty, but at least the facts about her role and her actions from all the various sources remained consistent.
 
                 Many witnesses did agree about one thing concerning Ilse's role at Buchenwald. They said she took it upon herself to 'help' in the running of the camp, earning the nickname 'Commandeuse' or 'Lady Commandant', from the prisoners.  This was a moniker, refreshingly, not assigned to her by headline seeking reporters.
 
                 Unlike information researched on the other female SS guards, there were endless witness statements, yet too few direct eyewitness accounts, and too few of the accounts corroborate each other.
 
                 What follows are the stories taken from these unreliable sources. Some are confirmed facts, while others are speculation at best.
 
                 Most of the testimonies submitted at her trials were reports by witnesses of what others said, or offered as “common knowledge” among the inmates at Buchenwald. Much of the information taken from these witness statements would be dismissed as hearsay in a modern day court of law, but it was all submitted as evidence at Ilse's trial, and much of it is crucial to learning why she was charged and convicted for war crimes.
 
   
  
 

Life At Buchenwald
 
                 She and her husband lived in luxury, occupying the biggest house on 'Officer's Row', the street outside the camp where all the officers lived. They used prisoners from the camp as servants in their home, and Ilse is said to have enjoyed being in charge of them. She made them refer to her as 'Gracious Lady', a term used to address German nobility in previous centuries, and would sometimes order them to be punished back in the camp if they did not perform up to her strict standards.
 
                 Ilse allegedly flaunted her sexuality in front of the male inmates by wearing provocative clothing, and is said to have had inmates punished for staring at her. This lewd behavior also is said to have made her unpopular with the other officers' wives, who didn't like how she flaunted herself in front of their husbands. She was known for her promiscuity throughout the camp, with rumors that her husband did not object because he was a homosexual. Prison records from Buchenwald show that Koch had been treated for syphilis. She was even said to have had affairs with some of the inmates, as well as Hermann Florstedt, the Deputy Commandant.
 
                 There are several reports of Ilse's exploits as a torturer and murderer, all vague and none corroborated, so I will not list them here. It is sufficient to mention that the witnesses seemed to hate this woman, and all shared knowledge of her brutality against other inmates, but few actually said they witnessed any of it personally, except for one incident that tells of how Ilse selected an inmate with a nice tattoo, and the inmate disappeared the next day. The outlandish claims made by the prisoners have found no evidence despite many attempts to do so. It is possible that Ilse encouraged the proliferation of these claims, which elevated her to an almost mythically sadistic status. Ilse was also accused of helping her husband gas prisoners with cyanide to prepare perfectly preserved cadavers for medical experiments. While this did happen and Kramer’s involvement in this was established beyond doubt, Dr Hirt, the person in charge of these experiments escaped and was not found again. Ilse’s involvement in these acts were never firmly established beyond hearsay.
 
                 The Koch's had plenty of money during their time at Buchenwald. They paid for all the materials and built an indoor sport complex in 1940, using inmate labor. They bought an expensive car, a boat and even a beach house when most of their colleagues were struggling to survive on the modest salary of an SS officer. Not only did they use inmates to complete the jobs, they also used illegal funds gathered from the confiscation of the jewellery of the Jewish prisoners, which was officially supposed to be used for the war effort.
 
   
  
 

Arrest and Release by the Nazis
 
    
 
                 This extravagant lifestyle led to Ilse and her husband being arrested by the Gestapo in August of 1943. They were charged with private enrichment, embezzlement and murder. Ilse was imprisoned, but released in 1944 due to an utter lack of evidence. Her husband, however, a jury determined that her husband was guilty and as a result, he was executed by firing squad inside Buchenwald on April 5th, 1945. U.S. forces liberated the camp only six days later.
 
                 It is unclear exactly when Ilse left Buchenwald for good. There are varying accounts, but she either never went back there after her arrest in August of '43, or moved from her house on 'Officer's Row' shortly after being released from prison, sometime in 1944.
 
                 What is clear is that she was arrested for war crimes by U.S. forces on June 30th, 1945, and, at the time of her arrest, she had been living in Ludwigsburg with other family members who had survived the war.
 
   
  
 

First Trial
 
                 In April of 1947, brought before the U.S. military tribunal at Dachau, Ilse Koch was the only woman out of 31 defendants, all of whom were charged with war crimes committed at Buchenwald.
 
                 She announced at her trial that she was pregnant, which did not help her public image or her situation with a scandal-hungry press, as she had been living in isolation and only a prison guard, an American interrogator (who were mostly Jews), or another inmate could have fathered her child.
 
                 She denied all the allegations brought against her, but was convicted in August of 1947, and sentenced to life in prison. Her baby was born in September, and taken away from her to be given up for adoption so she could serve her sentence.
 
   
  
 

Release Due to Lack of Evidence
 
                 In June of 1948 the interim military governor of the American Zone in Germany, General Lucius D. Clay, citing a complete lack of evidence, reduced Ilse Koch's sentence to only four years. Years later he said:
 
                 “There was absolutely no evidence in the trial transcript, other than she was a rather loathsome creature, that would support the death sentence. I suppose I received more abuse for that than for anything else I did in Germany. Some reporter had called her the "Bitch of Buchenwald", had written that she had lamp shades made of human pieces of flesh in in her house. And that was introduced in court, where it was absolutely proven that the lamp shades were made out of goat skin.”
 
   In this author’s opinion, even though we have outlined some pretty brutal women in this book, Koch is by far the most disgusting woman of the bunch.
 
                 News of the reduced sentence and release did not become public until September of that year. Despite the public uproar, General Clay remained resolute in his decision.
 
   
  
 

Second Trial
 
                 A new West German government, under immense public pressure, re-arrested Ilse Koch for war crimes in 1949, and tried her in November of 1950.
 
                 Two hundred and fifty witnesses were heard, and four of these testified that they had seen Ilse Koch select prisoners with tattoos for execution, or that they had witnessed or had been involved in using human skin to make lampshades. This charge, however, was dropped when the prosecution could not prove any items were ever actually made out of human skin.
 
                 Gene Currivan, who visited Buchenwald following its liberation, observed the following:
 
    
 
                 “As we passed through the entrance to the camp, we saw displayed there a series of what appeared to be parchment papers.  We were advised that these were, in fact, tracts of skin removed from prisoners after death.  All of them were tattooed with the most unusual designs.
 
    
 
                 We were told that one of the camp doctors had a mania for such macabre memorabilia, which mania was shared by the wife of the commanding officer, Mrs. Ilse Koch.
 
    
 
                 Former prisoners related that when intake revealed a new prisoner with an interesting tattoo, this person would be singled out and marked for immediate death, in order that she might add to her “collection”.
 
    
 
                 We were also witnesses to two lamps shown at the camp, also made of the skin of murdered prisoners.”
 
    
 
                 Despite Currivan’s eye witness account, DNA testing did not exist at the time, which precluded any actual proof being presented that the items he saw were made from human skin.
 
                 Ilse collapsed and had to be carried out of the courtroom on two separate occasions, once in December and again in January.
 
                 In January 1951, the court announced its verdict in a one hundred and eleven-page report, defining its legal premise for putting her on trial again, and finding her guilty of inciting murder, enticing another person to attempt murder and incitement another person to commit a crime causing grievous bodily harm. She was sentenced that same day to life in prison, and since she was convicted of a felony, she was forced to forfeit her civil rights.
 
                 Ilse Koch served the next 16 years in prison. Her son, who had been taken away as an infant, began visiting her when he found out she was his mother in 1967. Unfortunately, the night before one of his visits, Ilse was found hanging in her prison cell. Her death was ruled a suicide, and her son disappeared from public scrutiny.
 
   
  
 

What Did Ilse Koch Really Do?
 
                 Many things were said about this woman. So many things, in fact, that it's impossible to tell what is true and what is not. The inconsistencies prove that at least some things said about her were false, but since most of these discrepancies were dates, trivial events, or technicalities, like the true location of her house, the discrepancies seem to get overlooked because of the seriousness of the charges against her.
 
                 Let's take one example of inconsistencies between actual evidence and the plethora of witness statements concerning it.
 
                 There were three preserved pieces of tattooed human skin found in the pathology department at Buchenwald in 1945.  
 
                 Some witnesses said Ilse had ongoing affairs with a number of SS officers, and one of these alleged love connections, amongst many others, was a camp physician named, Dr. Wagner.
 
                 According to Ilse's defense attorney at her trial, Dr. Wagner began taking tattooed skin from already deceased cadavers and preserving the samples as part of a dissertation he intended to write. This was offered as an explanation for their existence, as if they were innocently collected specimens in an ongoing study.
 
                 The study Dr. Wagner was said to be conducting, supposedly sought to establish a correlation between having tattoos and engaging in criminal behavior.
 
                 Other sources claim, as if in answer to the 'innocent specimen' proposal offered by her defense, that Ilse was the motive for the doctor collecting his tattooed specimens. It was suggested that Ilse Koch, while having an affair with the doctor, insisted he perform his study, and collect that tattooed human skin expressly so she could take them all from him for the manufacture of lampshades and other items.
 
                 All of this was hearsay, and the assertions made seem so contrived on both sides that it is amazing any court ever allowed the testimonies concerning this subject to waste its time. This court not only spent weeks discussing it with witness after witness, it entered everything said about it into evidence.
 
                 Both sides lost on this issue. On one side, what scientist would ever conduct such a study, collecting tattoos from cadavers to prove such an outrageous hypothesis? It's preposterous. Then, on the other side, as if in answer to this flimsy excuse for collecting those three specimens of human skin, why would Ilse Koch, the “Witch of Buchenwald” need the assistance of Dr. Wagner? And, even if she did enlist his aid, why would she need the pretense of insisting he perform a scientific study? What pretense would she use to take the samples from him?
 
                 Very little of this was logical. All of it was hearsay. Dr. Wagner's preposterous study provided the defense a very convenient explanation for three pieces of human skin used as evidence against Ilse Koch at her trials. The claim that Dr. Wagner was one of Ilse's many lovers provided an all too convenient link between Ilse and the preserved human skin found in the doctor's pathology department.
 
                 What is really maddening is that neither the defense nor the prosecution contrived any of this. These were explanations obtained from witnesses, witnesses who contradicted each other, blamed one another, and said many other things that no one would ever be able to confirm or deny.
 
                  Some witnesses claimed Ilse chose inmates with nice tattoos herself, while others claimed another alleged lover of Ilse's, Dr. Waldemar Hoven, selected prisoners to be killed for her so she could have lampshades made from tattooed skin.
 
                 A film by director Billy Wilder was made shortly after the liberation of Buchenwald. It showed the residents of the nearby town paraded through the camp by armed allied soldiers to witness the atrocities of the Holocaust first-hand.
 
                 The film also depicted a table full of articles, supposedly, made of human skin, revealing the horrors of the Holocaust to residents of the town and to the world. At Ilse's trial, no lampshades, purses, or book covers made from human skin were ever produced by investigators or presented as evidence by the prosecution.
 
    [image: ] 
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
                 Ilse Koch's connection to the three samples of preserved human skin taken from Buchenwald's pathology department was never anything more than conjecture. Was the connection possible? Yes, of course it was. Some of the witnesses for the prosecution insisted that the items made from human skin had, in fact, existed, and that Ilse had kept them proudly displayed in her home.
 
                 Their testimonies were submitted as the sole evidence against her regarding this loathsome accusation. Conflicting facts pose a serious question; did the media, attention-seekers, or prosecutors distort facts or make up lies about Ilse to make for more riveting headlines, get attention, or, even worse, further a few political careers? Or, maybe, some of this misinformation was meant to bolster public support for a Jewish homeland?
 
                 That last part sounds alarmingly anti-Semitic, but it is not. Political agendas are often the cause of a miscarriage of justice in a courtroom. Prosecutors line up for a chance to promote their careers on big cases like this one, and by pointing that out I certainly would not be accused of hating all prosecutors. I would simply be speculating on the presence of an agenda, a motive for an individual to lie. Why then would it be anti-Semitic to point out there may have been some Jewish sympathizers who, after witnessing such an atrocity, had a very real and very serious political agenda?
 
                 I suppose the Holocaust is reason enough to fear the presence of prejudice toward Jews. So much hurt and pain was inflicted upon the Jewish people by the Holocaust that some people are justifiably vigilant for any hint of anti-Semitic behavior, even if it's as basic as suggesting some individuals, who happened to be Jewish or pro-Jewish, might have lied.
 
                 Because the political environment at the time demanded that Ilse Koch be arrested and put on trial a second time for her crimes, to study this subject properly, it demands I point out another aspect of the political environment.
 
                 Zionists, before and during Ilse's trials, were desperately seeking immense funding and worldwide political support for their fight to secure Israel as their homeland. It is easy to see how reports of someone making lampshades out of Jews, a people without a homeland, might embarrass governments into lending their support for a Jewish homeland, and sway popular world opinion in favor of the Jewish people getting one.
 
                 There is no proof of anyone lying, nor is this an attempt in any way at promoting anti-Semitic propaganda. I am merely offering the possibility that there may have been some individuals with a political agenda and, thus, a motive to make up stories about Ilse Koch, especially in such a publicized trial. Whether people lied or not, or why they might have lied if they did, all remains a complete mystery and beyond anyone's ability to prove or disprove.    
 
                   Ilse was tried three times for various crimes. Finally, the West German government convicted her and issued her a sentence of life in prison and the loss of all civil rights. Was Ilse guilty of the charges brought against her? I don't think she was guilty of all of them. Was she guilty of crimes against humanity, and deserving of that harsh sentence? Yes, and she probably did deserve a life sentence.
 
                 Ilse Koch was a Nazi, dedicated to that regime's cause and part of the problem. She was married to a Nazi who ordered the deaths of countless thousands, the leader of a concentration camp that systematically slaughtered over a hundred thousand people by the most conservative estimates.
 
                 Ilse Koch was guilty even if she had stayed home every night and did nothing more than cook dinner for the monster she had married. And she did not do that, as there is no denying her active involvement in the workings of the camp, even if the exact nature of what she really did has been lost because of all the German records that were burnt and destroyed.
 
                 Let me emphasize something for the record if my doubts over the veracity of some wild statements made by witnesses against a Nazi make you question where I stand.  The horrific event we refer to as the Holocaust did, in fact, happen. The evidence is conclusive. During World War 2, the Nazis systematically murdered an estimated 6 million Jews, and many more unknown millions, including prisoners of war, and Russian, Pole, Czech, and Gypsy civilians.
 
                 If I should suspect that Ilse Koch might have been victimized by lies, or unjustly imprisoned for crimes she may not have committed, that does not mean she did not commit crimes against humanity, or that I am an anti-Semite. It certainly does not mean that I am denying the Holocaust ever happened. All it means is that I refuse to ignore inconsistencies. I am merely in pursuit of the facts, however elusive they may be.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 7: The Number of the Beast: Maria Mandl
 
    
 
   Maria Mandl (also written as Mandel) was born in 1912, to a shoemaker, in Austria (then Austria Hungary). Serving at various concentration camps throughout the war, she was a legendary figure among both the guards and the prisoners due to her unpredictable nature, her ruthless aggression and her flimsy, even whimsical, reasons to send people to the gas chambers. 
 
    
 
   She joined the camp staff of the Nazis in 1938, after volunteering through the League of German Girls program along with fifty other women and received training, the first group of women to do so under the Nazis. When in 1939 the first prisoners arrived to Ravensbrück she was sent there as a guard and quickly rose through the ranks to Oberaufseherin. 
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                 Maria Mandl’s career as a concentration camp guard started at Lichtenberg, in 1938.  Little is known about this early camp, which was the first dedicated to the imprisonment of women.  Operating from the site of an old building in Saxony, Lichtenberg followed the early Nazi strategy of commandeering and retrofitting older structures to serve as internment facilities.
 
    
 
                 A survivor of Lichtenberg, Linda Haag, recounts that Mandl stood out from the other guards, by virtue of her violence and brutality.  Mandl is, in fact, the only guard named by Haag in her account of life at the camp.
 
    
 
                 “Women regularly informed on one another to curry favour with the guards.  Even the suggestion of deviation from camp rules on any woman’s part could result in a severe and prolonged beating by Maria Mandl.
 
    
 
                 We were forced to remove all our clothing and were tied, naked, to a wooden post.  Mandl would then beat us mercilessly until she could no longer lift her arm.”
 
    
 
                 Haag’s is the earliest known eyewitness description of Mandl’s actions as a camp guard.  Dating from 1938, the year Mandl began her career, this account makes it abundantly clear that Mandl’s disposition was well-suited to her work.  She took to the violence like a fish to water.
 
    
 
   Shortly after the establishment of the Ravensbrück camp, Mandl, due to her experience as a guard (in short supply in those early days), rapidly climbed through the ranks.  In 1942, she was go on to her notorious role as camp overseer at Auschwitz.  This would make Mandl the most powerful woman in the complex of brutality this infamous place is remembered as.
 
    
 
   When Johanna Langfield, the earlier head of operations at Auschwitz was removed from her position for showing excessive kindness to the prisoners Mandl was sent in her stead, becoming the chief overseer of the female prisoners, the Lagerführerin. Johanna Langfield is somewhat unusual in the grisly annals of the Third Reich’s women prison guards.  While known to have participated fully in atrocities that took place in the camps, she is also said to have shown at least a modicum of mercy toward prisoners there.  She is also said to have defied the orders of superiors in order to apply that mercy.
 
    
 
                 Assigned to Auschwitz in March of 1942, Langfield was directly involved in the process of selecting prisoners to be sent to their deaths in the gas chambers.  But the camp commandant Rudolf Höß considered her incompetent and unequal to her commission.
 
    
 
                 “She was incapable of managing the assigned work.  Her refusal to follow orders made her impossible to work with effectively.  When she disobeyed her superior at the camp, I put it under his sole jurisdiction, as it was obvious to me she wasn’t up to the job”.
 
    
 
                 Langfield was greatly angered by this turn of events.  During Himmler’s visit to Auschwitz, she approached him to ask that he reverse the decision of the commandment.  Himmler obliged, stating that the women’s section of the camp should be under the supervision of a woman.  He even went as far as to say that no male staff should enter the women’s section.
 
    
 
                 It wasn’t over for Langfield, though.  Margaret Buber-Neumann later recounted that she was eventually dismissed for being too soft with some of the prisoners, in particular, the Poles.
 
    
 
                 She was arrested and transported to Breslau.  There, a case against her was assembled by the SS.  While she was never tried for her insurbordination, she was retired from her work at the camp.  
 
    
 
   Maria Mandl was the first woman to achieve this rank, and along with Luise Brunner, the only one of two to do so. As a woman, despite her rank she could not outrank any man, but every single female in Auschwitz, prisoner or guard answered to her. In Auschwitz, Langfield had long had tension with the Kommander Rudolf Hob, and had kept at it because male and female camps were segregated equally in Auschwitz. Hob had not liked this arrangement, but Himmler himself had made sure that the segregation would remain. Between Langfield's departure and Mandl's appointment, Hob took command of the entirety of the camp, setting the precedent for male-female segregation in all concentration camps. 
 
    
 
   At Auschwitz Mandl's responsibilities were to oversee the daily call, which lasted more than five hours, selections for both the gas camps and for medical experiments conducted by the infamous sadist doctor, Josef Mengele. She was also the chief in charge for punishments, and for appointments and promotions of the guards. 
 
                 Mandl was a highly intelligent and sophisticated woman, with nuanced tastes in literature, cuisine, and most famously, in music. She was a huge admirer of classical music and in her time at Auschwitz set up the prison orchestra. The orchestra was to play music during the calls, during scheduled public hangings, during selections, during punishments and finally when new arrivals entered the camp. The prisoners had to march in time to the music, with Mandl and her helpers on the ready to spot any stragglers. Auschwitz survivor, Lucia Adelsberger’s book, Auschwitz: Ein Tatsachenbericht, describes the macabre use of music by Mandl.
 
    
 
                 “Exhausted women, returning from forced labor shifts, were ordered to keep time to the music playing, as they marched.  Hangings were accompanied by Mandl’s beloved classical music, as were arriving prisoner transports and all other events occurring in the camp”.
 
    
 
   The stragglers would be taken to the gas chambers that day. Maria herself was said to be an accomplished piano player, often playing on a piano inside the concentration camp, where the prisoners would see her transfixed in an ecstasy because of the music.
 
    
 
                 Orchestras were employed by the Nazis for the purpose of enjoyment by the SS and also for the pacification of incoming prisoners.  Survivor, Edith Baneth, remembers that the sound of this music made her feel human again, in the midst of the depravity of the conditions she was forced to endure as a prisoner of the Birkenau camp.
 
    
 
                 It was Mandl’s love of music that had prompted her to set up the first orchestra consisting solely of women at Auschwitz, in 1943. Besides her love of violence and the infliction of pain on other human beings, she had this decidedly more genteel love.  While they seem incongruent existing in the same person, there is a science to music which often appeals to those with psychopathic personality traits.  This may have been the case with Mandl.
 
    
 
                 But the establishment of the women’s orchestra provided other benefits to Mandl, besides allowing her to indulge her love of music.  Her foundation of the orchestra also drew the attention of superiors and enhanced Mandl’s status and position at the camp. Dr. Mengele was a great patron of Mandl’s musical enterprise and was known to sometimes cry on hearing certain pieces played.
 
    
 
                 The highest ranking fan of Maria Mandl’s orchestra was undoubtedly Heinrich Himmler.  In appreciation, he granted her leave, which greatly impressed her fellow guards and more importantly, her superiors.
 
    
 
                 Maria hunted the roll calls for any woman who had curled her hair, and if she found one she would severely beat the woman. Then she would send the woman to have her head shaved so she could make her parade around camp with a sign hanging from her neck that read, 'I broke the rules and curled my hair'.
 
    
 
                 Maria Bielicka, a former prisoner and witness, testified that Mendel once kicked a Jewish woman to death in anger for having worn curls, but a few days later something strange happened. The witness stated, “A friend of mind had a job cleaning in the guards’ hostels, where there was a piano, and one day heard the most beautiful music. The woman playing was lost in ecstasy, in a world of her own. It was Mandel, who, just a few days earlier, had murdered the Jewish woman in front of us all.”
 
    
 
                 It wasn’t just curly hair that wound Maria Mandl up, though.  The sight of any attractive woman could send her into a rage.  She routinely and actively persecuted such women.
 
    
 
                 Katya Singer, imprisoned at Auschwitz, worked for the Nazis as a record keeper.  Her memories of Mandl are in keeping with other, similar accounts:
 
    
 
                 “Maria Mandl was an attractive enough woman, but also profoundly evil.  At the time I was in the camp, my appearance was still attractive enough to incite her notorious jealousy.
 
    
 
                 She would ask me what I’d done to my face and I’d tell her that I’d done nothing.  She’d ask why there were no marks; why I was not disfigured.  This prompted me to ask if she was planning on changing that reality.”
 
    
 
                 Maria Mandel was referred to as, "the beast", and was accused by prisoners of inflicting brutal punishments, and enjoying her duties in selecting women and children for removal to the gas chambers.
 
                 
 
                 Primary accounts from Auschwitz confirm that Mandl’s brutality kept pace with the growing violence and evil of the camps.  The witness of Helena Tyrankiewiczowa stands as a testament:
 
    
 
                 “Her hatred of Jews could be abundantly felt.  Bloodthirsty and ever vigilant for an opportunity to attack, Mandl would suddenly fall on prisoners, as though from the sky.  You never saw her coming until she was on top you, kicking, punching and grabbing at your hair like a demon. Always in a rage of lust for our blood, her eyes shone with it.  Her violence against us was unprovoked; performed for her enjoyment, clearly.  It was unpredictable, because she was volatile, with no concern for protocol.  Where her bestial enjoyment of inflicting pain was concerned, she had absolutely no boundaries.”
 
    
 
                 There is no dispute as to Maria Mandl’s part in condemning prisoners to the gas chambers.  It was she who signed a document specifically marking 500 women for death, although she is considered to be responsible for the death of fully half a million people in the gas chambers.
 
    
 
   A self-proclaimed sadist and admirer of Dorothea Binz' teachings of "Malicious Pleasure", or schadenfreude, Mandl was highly regarded by her superiors who admired her inventive punishments and ability to maintain order in the camp. The prisoners, on the other hand, were scared to death of "The Beast". She was said to stand at the gates of Birkenau as the prisoners marched. If any turned to look at her, they would be sentenced to death.
 
    
 
   Survivors describe prisoners beaten so badly that emergency surgery was required on them, and yet having to march for five hours and more. A woman with an 8-inch head wound was given a little piece of paper to cover it when one day the prisoners begged for a hat to cover the wound, as it was raining. The rationale of the guards was that the prisoner had to die anyway. 
 
    
 
   At her time at Auschwitz Mandl oversaw the appointments of two of the most notorious female guards of the Nazi Holocaust, Irma Grese, who she appointed as the head of the Hungarian prisoners, and Therese Brandl, who was appointed as her private secretary. Whenever Irma was present during calls the call time was extended to over 8 hours as she proceeded beating nearly every prisoner. In her time at Ravensbrück Mandl also was another trainee with Dorothea Binz, outranking her.
 
    
 
   During her time at Auschwitz Maria Mandl personally signed over half a million prisoners to death at the gas chambers. That is to say, she was personally responsible for almost half of the total people who died at Auschwitz during the holocaust. Maria was the head of operations when Auschwitz was regarded as the gem in the crown of the Nazi concentration camps, renowned all over the Europe as the harshest prison in the world.
 
    
 
   Mandl was said to be especially fond of children. She often gave little children at Auschwitz cookies during the marches. She also took great enjoyment in selecting them to die at the gas chambers, the only act of sadism that Mandl was said to visibly enjoy.  Birkenau survivor, Cordelia Edvarson, recounts that Mandl and Mengele were frequently responsible for prisoner selection.  She described them as monarchs, ruling over a kingdom of death; a cult of annihilation.
 
    
 
   Another survivor account describes Maria Mandl’s bizarre relationship with children.
 
                 
 
                 “She removed this child from the knot of women and children that had been chosen to be gassed.  For several days, she kept the child with her.  She dressed the child in fine clothing, parading it around like a puppet.  The child was constantly with her.  She led it around by the hand.
 
    
 
                 When she’d grown tired of her little game, she herself took the child to be gassed, throwing the screaming little one into the chamber.”
 
    
 
   Mandl was also said to keep several “pets”, prisoners she liked. She would prevent them from being selected for the gas camps for this duration of time, and they performed services for her, such as hairdressing, make up, designing dresses, sending messages, cleaning the rooms and other menial tasks. Mandl would refer to them as “pets” and would have multiple ones at the same time. They would be kept by her side for duration of time before being put to death immediately. The only criteria for this seemed to be Mandl’s inclination. If she got bored by them, they would be killed.
 
    
 
   When the invasion became a reality Mandl was sent further into Germany with the death marches, where she attempted to escape through the mountains to Austria while Auschwitz was given in the charge of Elizabeth Volkenrath. She was intercepted in Poland by American forces, who were impressed by her intelligence and cold-blooded ruthless nature. She was handed over to the Russians who sentenced her to a trial, along with her faithful secretary Therese Brandl. The trial lasted all of a week, where Mandl, always a woman of extremes made a further impression on the courts and the media by admitting to her crimes and admitting remorse.  It’s germane, at this point to offer a survivor account of just how horrific the death marches were:  Ibi Mann was evacuated from Auschwitz-Birkenau in 1945.  His description of the death marches reveals an act of mass desperation on the part of the Nazis, hoping to evade all detection of their brutality.
 
    
 
                 “We were not allowed to stop walking for any reason.  We were instructed not to look to either the right or the left, but to simply walk, and fast.  Stopping for any reason would result in immediately death.  We were not even permitted the luxury of wiping the heavy, dirt-encrusted snow from our feet.  Several tried and were summarily executed, there on the road.  There was no discussion.  No accommodation.  Any deviation from the plans of the Nazis was met by one of their bullets.
 
    
 
                 We walked and walked with the guards pressing us on through the winter landscape.  There were ditches on either side of us, as we were driven onward.  These were piled with the corpses of the already dead, stiff and frozen.  They had deviated from the plan.  They had stopped.  They had fallen.  They had wiped the snow from their feet.”
 
    
 
                 Another witness to the brutality of the death marches was Irene Fogel Weiss, who was a teenager when she and her family were loaded onto a cattle car and deported from Budapest to Auschwitz-Birkenau.  She recalls her death march to Ravensbrück:
 
    
 
                 “In the late winter of 1945, thousands of inmates were forced from the camp.  The SS began marching us through the winter cold to Ravensbrück.  We weren’t sure why.  It was all so sudden and we had little knowledge of the state of the outside world after being in the camp for a while.
 
    
 
                 We weren’t adequately dressed for the weather, needless to say.  The cold of that winter is still with me.  I can feel it now.  I can still remember the sound of the snow under my feet as I marched with the others.  The Nazis, of course, could have cared less. We were livestock to them; subhuman creatures who were marked for death anyways.  
 
    
 
                 No one was permitted a moment’s rest.  I know now that this was due to the fact the Allies were closing in and the Germans were panicking; living in fear of the outside world coming to know what monsters they were.  Anyone who stopped for even a moment was immediately killed.  Alive one moment and dead the next, they were left on the road, or shoved into a ditch.”
 
    
 
   Along with Brandl and her there also was a Polish prisoner of war who was under arrest for being anti-communist and was, due to her time at Auschwitz, proficient in German, allowing her to be a translator. Mandl and Brandl both asked her for forgiveness the day before the judgment, kissing her hand and crying all the while. Obviously, due to her starring role in the holocaust, where she was at least partly responsible for the reputation of brutality Auschwitz had accrued, she was given the death sentence, which she accepted fully. She remained a cooperative prisoner throughout. She refused to give details of other Nazi guards who had yet eluded the Russians, despite being offered a reduction in her sentence. 
 
    
 
                 Her last words were "Long Live Poland". 
 
    
 
   What made such a woman tick? How could someone be intensely enthralled by a Mozart piece one minute and personally brutalize prisoners, even beating them to death the next? She took no obvious pleasure in her sadistic acts, except for her "play" with children that she very obviously enjoyed, and yet determinedly and constantly out-thought herself with respect to finding inventive and new methods for their torture and punishment. This included tying heavy rocks to their hands when they were waiting in line during calls, savage whippings, and brutal episodes of hitting prisoners with a stick or her bare hands. How could she express remorse and penitence the moment before her hanging, facing it with great courage and yet escape from a death march leaving hundreds of thousands of prisoners to die? How could she play with children and kiss their cheeks while simultaneously writing their names down to be sent to the gas chambers? How could she kiss the hand of a former inmate in repentance in the knowledge of the several others she sentenced to death after keeping them as her “pets”?
 
    
 
   We do not know. Most of her prior records did not survive the German purge at the end of the war, and she remained notoriously secretive of her personal life. She was not known to carry on affairs such as the other female guards either, and in general tried to keep her out of duty hours completely separate from her presence at camp. She hardly spoke to her peers out of duty. She was a known fanatic and rigid supporter of Nazi ideology, subscribing in them for all matters and purposes. As an intellectual, was there never any doubt in her mind that what she was doing was not only morally reprehensible but also illogical and driven by pure hate and opportunism? Or was she a victim of the brainwashing of the Nazis?
 
    
 
   Mandl is one of the most ambiguous of all the Nazis that have become notorious, remaining an enigma to this day. While her fellow compatriots in crime like Irma Grese or Dorothea Binz are easily bracketed as sadists who enjoyed (in the case of Irma, sexually) the torture of the prisoners, Mandl never showed any overt sign of any pleasure, neither was she dumb enough to completely fall for the Nazi ideology, to which she had very legitimate doubts. What could have been her situation when at the age of just 17 she joined the training for the guards, and is there any answer to her odd twists and turns within her past?
 
    
 
   If there is, we do not know much, except that Mandl had attempted to return to her hometown whilst fleeing at the end of the war. Was she perhaps disillusioned at the end of it all? Or did it have anything to do with perhaps getting a mercy petition as suspected by the judge and the media. We do not know. She remained throughout an enigma, for her superiors, who could observe her clearly skilled and ruthless work, her peers, with whom she rarely, if ever, interacted outside of work, and with the prisoners, who she could inspire with paralyzing fear on some occasions, and with complete apathy on the other.
 
    
 
                 The question for Maria Mandl is not if she is guilty, she is. Mandl personally signed over half a million slips for prisoners to be sent to the gas chambers, and admitted to several cases where prisoners did not survive punishment. No, the question with Mandl is the ethics of her situation. Unlike her fellow tormentors like Irma Grese, Ilse Koch, and “La Binz”, Mandl did ask for forgiveness. Further, she also committed acts of sporadic kindness during her time in prison for no seeming reason whatsoever. Is it possible that she was only doing her duty, and that she did not agree with or want to do what she did? Many of the Nazi’s were simply cajoled and forced by the administration, with awards, certificates, benefits, and of course, the unsaid but always looming threat of imprisonment and many Nazi’s acted against their will to perform acts of stupendous sadism.
 
    
 
   Even Himmler himself, who was said to be the personification of evil, was expressing doubts as early as in 1941. Whatever Maria thought about the holocaust, she never mentioned it to anyone. All we have to evaluate is her own actions, remembered (sometimes with inaccuracies) by survivors of some of the harshest conditions, the human body has ever known. Her guilt is obvious, but to focus only on the guilt (and the punishment, which she duly received) is a limited and inefficient way of looking at history. One of the most powerful women in Nazi Germany, Maria’s chequered career belies her mysterious thoughts. And her equally strange last words, “Long Live Poland” complete the picture of utter weirdness. Maria was not Polish nor did she have any known ties to Poland. She had spent the last few weeks of the war there, marching with the Jews on their Death March, but otherwise had no connection with Poland whatsoever. What do these last words mean? Just as any other attempt to figure out the thoughts of this woman, “The Beast’s” number remains unreadable.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 8: Hanging with a Bad Crowd
 
    
 
   The SS female guards terrorized and murdered multitudes of helpless inmates in their charge. This cruel behavior, as mentioned earlier in this book, is considered somewhat more disturbing because they were women.
 
                 [image: ]
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
   Guards often established a network of ten slaves, which along with the prison overseers, were to report on the prisoners and keep order, meant that they had a network that extended through the entire prison. Many of these slaves have survived to this day, perhaps because of the hairdressing or dressmaking skill they had. Several guards, in fact, became friendly with them during off-duty. This was sometimes to the extent that some made sure they did not die and were treated with a modicum of comfort even after they were moved to another concentration camp. ==
 
                 An important thing to note her is that the sadism and the vitriol noted in this text are by no means unique to these sadistic people. Irma Grese, Dorothea Binz, Ilse Koch and Maria Mandl were by no means distinguished in their sadist attitudes towards the Jews. In 1940, there were 13 million German women. Most of them were engaged, passively or actively in the war effort, helping the radio channels, providing food to soldiers, or providing active support. Reports exist of fur-clad ladies accompanying German soldiers on hunting trips in the winters, where the absence of rabbits meant that the targets for hunting were Jewish prisoners set free into the forest.
 
    [image: ] 
 
    
 
   In Lviv, which today is in Ukraine, the Janowska camp commandant’s wife entertained guests by shooting Jewish laborers with the help of her young daughter from the second floor balcony.  Lisel Willhaus was not onscripted to duty, but willingly participated in Nazi atrocities.  
 
   Similarly, Vera Wohlauf was married to a police commander.  When her husband received orders to bring the Jews of a nearby town to a transport bound for the Treblinka camp, Wohlauf rode shotgun.  When the convoy her husband was leading arrived at the town’s central square, where the prisoners had been forced to gather, she willingly participated in the massacre that followed.  Any resistance to the mass deportation was met with beating to the point of death, or a bullet.  Wohlauf was the woman in the middle of the brutality, using a whip on any who did not follow the orders they were given.  Though heavily pregnant, she was undeterred.
 
    
 
   Another woman named Johanna Altwater was a secretary, but could otherwise have easily made this list. She used to kidnap Jewish children by offering them treats, and then shoot them at her home. Altvater worked in an administrative role with in the Ukraine and yet participated in and was witness to mass killings, while engaged in that work.
 
                 An eyewitness describes Altvater’s role in deporting the inhabitants of the ghetto:
 
    
 
                 “She always wore jodhpurs and seemed well-adapted to what she was doing – only too happy to abuse and beat people.  She treated us like livestock.
 
    
 
                 When she came to the field hospital, she made a point of walking through the ward where the sick children were.  As she did this, she stopped and look at each of them.  But there was one she was particularly interested in.  She stopped in front of the child’s bed for what seemed a long time.
 
    
 
                 Finally, she went to the side of the bed the child was in and made to lift him up in her arms.  Without hesitation, she carried this sick child to the nearb balcony, walked through the open doors and dropped him over the side.  We were three stories up.  Killing children, we all knew, was something she enjoyed doing.  It seemed to be irresistible to her.”
 
    
 
                 Altvater was, in fact, known to be fond of tricking children into trusting her, using candy.  She would invite them to open their mouths so she could treat them to a piece of candy.  When they obliged, she put her gun in their mouths and killed them. Using the same method, she called a toddler to her one day.  She then took the baby by its ankles and smashed him over and over again against a wall.  According to the baby’s father (who later testified against Altvater):
 
    
 
                 “I couldn’t believe my eyes.  I had to stand and watch as this monster destroyed the life of my baby, without so much as blinking. I was in complete shock.  The image of this creature murdering such a tiny being is written on my mind for all time.”
 
    
 
                 Altvater was also present for a macabre banquet held by the Germans on the occasion of a ghetto being emptied.  Marked for death, the Jews from this ghetto were taken to a wooded area to be shot.  Set up nearby was a table, laden with food and drink.  SS officers and German fräuleins frolicked and carried on as the blood flowed.  There was music and merriment, punctuated by the sound of guns being fired.  The increasingly drunk Germans would occasionally leave the festivities to shoot more Jews and then sit back down again.
 
    
 
   This woman was not told to kill Jews, not ordered to, and had no pressing need to do it. She did so nevertheless, having been responsible for the deaths of more than a hundred Jewish infants through the war. She was sent to trial in 1979 but was adjudged innocent due to lack of evidence. She gave a smile in the court and remained free for the entirety of her life, dying at the age of 85 in 2001.
 
                 Another Nazi woman who delighted in the suffering of children was Josefine Block.  She was fond of whipping people waiting to board transports.
 
    
 
                 
 
   A survivor remembers the time a small child approached Block, supplicating that she save her:
 
    
 
                 “This little child came near her, simply in hysterics, pleading to be spared.  Block said, “Oh! Let me help.”  Without a second’s hesitation, she took the child up by her long braids with one hand, punching her repeatedly in the face with the other. She then dropped the child and began smashing in poor thing’s head with her boots.  She didn’t stop until the child was dead.”
 
    
 
                 One story goes that she used a baby buggy to attack Jews asking her to intervene for them and their families.  She is also rumored to have killed a child with the same buggy, but these accounts remain unconfirmed to this day.
 
                 Like Altvater, Block’s crimes against humanity, especially children, were never punished.
 
    
 
   
  
 

A Sorority of Hate:
 
                 The fact that Auschwitz had a laundry service and a hair salon tells us why the female SS guards may have been envied by others. Why they behaved like such vicious beasts in their work as guards, however, leaves us guessing.
 
                 Clearly, the pressure to be cruel and callous toward inmates must have been intense, maybe even overwhelming.
 
                 There are many reports of female SS guards being horribly punished, humiliated, dismissed outright, and even imprisoned for 'being nice' to inmates, giving them 'special privileges', or trying to protect them. Like in the case of Johanna Langfield, female guards could be sent to prison and even sentenced to death for being “sympathetic” to prisoners, even if sympathetic in this context means a relatively painless death compared to hours of agony.              
 
   On the other hand, awards and promotions were given to female SS guards who were described as effective, efficient, or firm with the inmates. It is important to remember that most of the female guards also had not volunteered for the job, unlike Irma Grese or Dorothea Binz, and had been conscripted for service into the German Army. It is important as well to not be blinded by hate at all the obvious crimes they did and examine the issue with some perspective.
 
                 A sorority of hate was established and maintained by punishing the kindest women, and by promoting the most brutal women among them. They were weeding out the sheep and putting the wolves in charge.
 
                 The dehumanizing experience of prisoner intake at the concentration camps was compounded by the violence the interned experienced there.  Being stripped of all belongings and forced to stand naked before strangers in positions of authority, delivered on the psyches of inmates a crushing blow.  Loathsome monsters in shiny jackboots and impeccable uniforms had them in complete subjection before them and the constant threat of violence and death that permeated the camps.  These masters of misery counted on the breaking the human spirit as part of the camp complex’s mission.  
 
    
 
                 The feeling of having one’s humanity annulled was compounded by the hair being shaved and further still by women performing acts of violence against other women.  These behaviors, due to our traditional views about gender tend to be unexpected.
 
    
 
                 Women are cast in the role of being uniformly nurturing and kind, but the women guards of the concentration camps smashed this construct, providing an unwelcome window into the human soul embodied by women authority figures.  Excuses are made for them.  They were abused at home.  They were unintelligent.  They were poor.  The fact remains, though, that these women committed atrocities of the same heinous nature as their male colleagues.
 
    
 
   Dorothea Binz is the example par excellence, together with Irma Grese.  Their acts of violence and their pursuit of the “malicious pleasure” of torturing inmates runs to the macabre.  Grese, particularly, and the eroticism she encountered in viewing and perpetrating violence make it clear that women are no less capable of such acts than men are.  The psyche shared by women and men is fundamentally human.  Perhaps this was what people becoming aware of their atrocities following WWII missed.  Perhaps the problem with accepting these women as the true monsters they were was rooted in assumptions about gender that were off the mark and continue to be inappropriate.  Clearly, women are not immune to perpetrating violence and enjoying it.
 
    
 
                 But the violence did not end with the female guards, or with German wives and operatives.  Those prisoners conscripted into positions of oversight by the Nazis were equally brutal toward their fellow prisoners.  Egged on by the Nazi guards, their role (in the eyes of their warders) was to prevent the formation of any solidarity forming between prisoners.  The Nazis actively used prisoners as surrogates in order to foment hatred between the various groups incarcerated in any given camp.
 
    
 
                 An example of this is provided by a survivor identified as Vera by a historian:
 
    
 
                 “The women in my barracks were put under the supervision of a Jewish woman from Carpathia.  Her name was Medi.  She was common and brutish, but claimed to have been a lawyer in civilian life.  Apparently, she’d arrived about four months before my group had.
 
    
 
                 One morning, Medi, (referred to by the Nazis as a “capo”) began screaming at us, as we lay in our bunks.
 
    
 
                 “It’s time for parade!  Get out of your bunks, now!”
 
    
 
                 My mother didn’t move fast enough for her, so Medi began berating her.  Because we were Hungarians, she indicted us, saying we’d been sipping tea and eating cakes in Budapest cafes while women like her were already suffering in the camps.  Media hated us, it was clear.  Her resentment could be cut with a knife.  Her position of authority, gifted her by the Third Reich’s operatives, gave her some kind of license to abuse us as often as possible in assumed propitiation for our sins.”
 
    
 
                 In the midst of the brutality and bestial conditions in the concentration camps, the miniscule taste of power offered some inmates was irresistible.  This went far beyond any “Stockholm Syndrome” effect (identifying with one’s abusers).  The men and women prisoners used by the Third Reich as a means of controlling and dividing other inmates, were convinced that service in the camps (always forced, never a choice) meant survival. This speaks to the terror they were living with each and every moment of their lives.  This renders even more striking the role of women in the camps.
 
    
 
    
 
                 The foundation for this phenomenon was laid in their history. All the factors talked about that were responsible for Hitler's rise to power apply to the mental state of these women, such as the perceived injustice to Germany after World War 1, growing up in the poverty of the great depression, the relentless Nazi campaign of propaganda, and on and on it goes. More directly responsible, however, was the fear of being called a traitor and possibly even imprisoned for the sin of simply being kind to a prisoner.
 
                 This all must have been too much for most of these women to process. The benefits of being part of their bloodthirsty sorority must have heavily outweighed harboring any feelings of sympathy for the poor wretched souls in their charge.
 
                 Official Nazi propaganda also put the onus on being cruel, sadistic, and inventive insofar as torture methods went on the guards. According to the Nazi propaganda, the Jews, the Gypsies, and the Communists who formed the majority of the prisoners inside the concentration camps were enemies of the state that operated internally while the enemies of the state such as the British fought externally. Nazi propaganda conflated the two, making the job of killing the Jews and torturing them a patriotic responsibility. While not many of the older people were swayed by such flimsy words, several of the younger guards who did not remember the times before the Nazi’s, who had ascended to power in 1933, and were therefore in power for about 10 years until the major calls for concentration camps arrived. These young girls, often 17-20 years of age were children when the government last changed hands and mindless worshipped the Nazi ideology and the Fuhrer, and such propaganda worked wonders on them.
 
                 A precious few did reject all that Nazi conditioning and all that SS training, and they refused to 'just follow orders', acting on what they knew to be right in their hearts instead of all that garbage the Nazis had put in their heads, but it was far too few, and far too late to matter.
 
                 With that said, a lot of reasons can be found that attempt to rationalize the sadistic temperament of these guards, and the vindictiveness that informed the whole of the Holocaust, but the truth is that there is no rational explanation to how these women could at once, for example, mourn a dead dog and another celebrate in rivers of blood, or murder someone one day and listen to classical music, oblivious to the entire world, the next. The truth is that hatred defies rational explanations, and that, like Vera Alexander mentioned, putting on the uniform of the SS transformed these women from the mild mannered women they were said to be into monsters capable of deeds beyond the wildest imagination. Despite the brainwashing and all the pressure on them to conform to their sorority of hate, how these women could ever do what they did to entire truckload of victims in truth defies all explanation.
 
                 Following the war, many Nazi women used their gender as a defence and further, blamed the men who’d supposedly been in charge for their crimes.  Altvater is a perfect example of this strategy.  She claimed her lowly administrative work precluded any involvement on her part in the crimes that had been committed.
 
    
 
                 It’s notable that virtually every woman in Germany was somehow involved in the violence and brutality of the Third Reich.  The protestations of ignorance and innocence ring hollow when one considers that Hitler’s death machine would not have been possible without their complicity.  This is true of women and men alike.  But the contents of this book make it abundantly clear that gender is no defence.
 
    
 
                 It’s estimated that as many as 500,000 German women were aware of the Final Solution and participated in its implementation, actively and willingly in the bureaucracy of the SS.  These women were part and parcel of the mechanisms of genocide in Germany at the time.  Perhaps they became inured to it, as the violence rose all around them.  But it’s undeniable that many of them were willing and enthusiastic perpetrators of it.
 
    
 
                 Women and men are first and foremost human.  All the same weakness, vanity, violence and evil that men are capable of, women are also capable of. This becomes obvious when examining the role of women like Irma Grese and Ilse Koch and their fellows.  Even administrative staff and the wives of officers were involved in acts of extreme violence and sadism, though.  It`s clear there was no compulsion with respect to women in such roles, save that of peer group pressure, which in no way exonerates any of them.
 
    
 
                 German women, no less so than German men, were active accomplices and perpetrators of violence.  Even when they did not directly participate in it, they condoned it and supported it with their work.  As autonomous people, these women bear responsibility for their actions, as well as their witness.  Their full involvement in SS bureaucracy is undeniable.
 
                 Quite apart from the housewives, secretaries and factory workers, how does one explain a loyal Nazi like Leni Riefenstahl.  Hitler`s confidante since 1920 and the only woman to ever receive induction into the Third Reich`s Blood Order, she is an example of a powerful woman finding a comfortable place in the upper reaches of the Third Reich.  
 
    
 
                 Riefenstahl may not have committed atrocities, but she made them possible and supported them with her films, her words, her actions and her ideological assertions.
 
 
                 
 
   
  
 

A list of other evil SS Female Guards:
 
                 We have already discussed some of the most infamous SS female guards in previous chapters, focusing on Irma Grese, Dorothea Binz and Ilse Koch. Now here is a closer look at their most nefarious peers.              
 
   Johanna Langefield (no trial)
 
                 Langefield is prominent for having been the first Oberaufseherin to the only all-womans concentration camp established by the Nazis, Ravensbrück. She had joined the Nazi party in 1937, and applied for a job as a camp guard in the first concentration camp for women, which was in Lichtenburg. In a year, she had become the female superintendent, a position she retained until the entire camp moved to Ravensbrück.
 
   At Ravensbrück, she was in charge of the “selections”, selecting those prisoners who were to die at the gas chamber. In 1943, she was assigned to Auschwitz, where she continued with making selections to the gas chambers, which meant her presence was greeted with extreme trepidation by the prisoners. Langefield had a reputation for being extremely harsh, putting extreme punishments on prisoners who failed to match her standards of work. However, she also had the reputation of being fair and just, and it is reported that while she was extremely strict and as a perfectionist given to whipping prisoners for the slightest evidence of wrongdoing, she was not a sadist and did not take any pleasure from doing this, something which she perceived as a duty and not as a pleasure.
 
   Unlike most of the guards present in this list, Langefield remembered the time before the Nazis as well, and she had lived through the First World War. Nonetheless, she was entirely devoted to the Nazi cause. Funnily enough, she was removed from her post and sent for a trial by her supervisors, for excessive sympathy! While Langfield was a harsh and fierce punisher, she abhorred whipping. When ordered to do so to a group of prisoners, she did so with great reluctance. Her secretary reported that she suffered from recurring nightmares and guilt as a result. When she was ordered to savagely torture a group of Polish prisoners for no seeming reason, she refused and was removed from her post and put in prison.
 
   However, due to her seniority she was never actually sent on a trial by the Germans. She returned to Munich and began working for BMW motors. Arrested in December 1945 by the US Army after she had refused to flee, she was sent to a prison in Poland along with other SS personnel from Auschwitz. She escaped from this prison with the help of the Polish staff who remembered her relatively positive treatment of Polish people in Auschwitz. She hid in a convent and then returned in 1957 to Munich, and was never sent for a trial in the end.
 
   Johanna (Juana) Bormann (hanged December '45)
 
   Johanna Bormann referred to as the “The Wiesel” or “The Woman with the Dogs”, was born in September of 1893. She joined the SS female guards in 1938 to 'make more money'.
 
                 Dora Silberberg, a Polish Jew and former prisoner at Belsen, probably submitted the most chilling testimony about the cruelty of Johanna Bormann. [image: ]
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
    
 
                 “I was with a work party that had been sent outside the camp in the late spring of 1944.  My friend, Rachella Silberstein, was with us.  Rachella was only 21 at that time, and was from Lodz, in Poland.
 
    
 
                 Rachella became quite ill that morning and wasn’t able to get to the site of the work we were assigned to by herself, so some of us had to help her, holding her up and pulling her along.  Once we’d arrived, she could no longer stand and sat somewhere to recover from the severe pain she was experiencing.              We were all very worried about her, because it was clear she was unable to work.
 
    
 
                 Bormann was the supervisor of this work party.  Seeing that my friend was sitting down, Bormann approached her and told her to get to work.  Rachella was too ill to even respond, the pain was so severe, so I tried to tell Bormann she couldn’t work for that reason.
 
    
 
                 As soon as I’d finished trying to explain, Bormann punched me in the face with a clenched fist.  I felt my teeth coming loose in my mouth.  She then barked at me to get to work.  As I was attempting to oblige her and get in position to work, she began to hit me.  She did this with a thick length of wood, modelled into a type of heavy baton.  She carried it always.  She hit me in every possible place she could reach.
 
    
 
                 Not content yet, Bormann set her enormous dog; the one who was always at her side, on Rachella.  Where she sat on the dirt, this creature took her leg in its massive jaws and began to drag her.  The dog dragged her all over the yard until Rachella passed out.
 
    
 
                 She lay there for a while and I continued to watch until she came to.  She couldn’t move and remained there for the rest of the day.  I couldn’t tell if she was bleeding, but I could see that the leg the dog had seized her by was swelling up.  It was marked by contusions from the attack.  I thought the dog’s teeth must have pierced her skin, poisoning her blood.
 
                 At the end of the day’s labor, four prisoners carried Rachella back to the camp and straight to the hospital.  I went the next day and visited her, but she was completely uncommunicative and I was told she wasn’t eating.
 
                 Then, the following day, I was advised by one of the guards that Rachella was dead.  He also told me her body was in the yard of the camp.  I left the hospital and went to find her body.  Seeing the body of a woman lying on the ground, partially covered, I went to see if it was Rachella.  When I uncovered the face, I saw that it was, indeed, her.”
 
                 There were many more eyewitness accounts of Johanna beating women, siccing her dog on inmates, and selecting inmates for the gas chamber, but she denied everything.
 
                 She was found guilty, and sentenced to death by hanging.
 
                 Albert Pierrepoint, the British executioner, wrote about the moments before her hanging some time later:
 
                 “She looked much older than she was; tired and worn out, as though she’d lost her will to live.  She was a very small woman, standing not much more than five feet tall.  
 
   As she was put on the scale to weigh her, in order to gauge the correct length of rope required to kill her in the hanging, she shook all over. It was clear she was afraid.
 
   She then said in a frail voice that she had feelings like everyone else.  She said this in German.”             
 
   Strangely, Juana Borman’s career as an SS Guard was more successful than most of the women on this list:
 
   Juana Borman was born September 10th 1893 in a town called Birkenfelde in East Prussia. She grew up in a very religious family and actually left her position as a missionary to become a female SS guard.
 
   Borman was one of the first women to sign up as a guard for the concentration camps, even though she was still technically a civilian employee. The first actual concentration camp was located in Lichtenburg and was extremely small. When she first started working as an SS guard, she worked in the kitchen.
 
   Because of her experience, when the government finally finished building Ravensbruck, she was one of the first staff members that was transferred. Her experience in dealing with prisoners, and her comfort level in punishing them allowed her to enter Ravensbruck as an Aufseherin (overseer).
 
   In 1942, she was transferred to Auschwitz in Poland, followed by a transfer to Auschwitz-Birkenau. In 1944 she was transferred to a few small sub-camps before being relocated back to Ravensbruck in 1945.  She was not there very long before she was sent back to Bergen—Belsen, where she served under a very harsh commander.
 
   Unfortunately, it was this final transfer that lead to her being charged with multiple charges that involve abusing prisoners, attempted murder, torture, allowing her dogs to attack prisoners, giving her dogs commands to attack prisoners and countless war crimes.
 
    
 
   Elizabeth Volkenrath (hanged December '45):
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
                 Elizabeth Volkenrath was born in September of 1919, and volunteered for work as an SS female guard, beginning her tenor in October of '41 at Ravensbrück. She started at Auschwitz-Berkenau in March of '42, where she met and married her husband, an SS officer named Heinz Volkenrath.
 
    
 
   A great number of witnesses testified of many instances of Elizabeth beating inmates with her rubber truncheon, and singling out inmates to send to the gas chambers.
 
    
 
    
 
   Elizabeth, of course, denied everything. She even denied, at one point, knowing the gas chambers existed. Then she slipped up in her testimony and openly talked about sometimes being present when Nazi doctors made selections for inmates to go to the gas chambers.
 
    
 
                 With all the solid eyewitness testimonies against her, I doubt keeping her story straight would have helped. She was convicted for her war crimes, and sentenced to death. Hanged alongside peers such as Irma Grese, the day before her hanging the two conducted a loud sing-along of the Nazi anthem and other songs.
 
   Gerda Steinhoff (hanged July '46):
 
    
 
    
 
                 Gerda was a wife and mother up until she answered the Nazi's call for new concentration camp guards and began work at Stutthof in October of 1944. She was hanged by the Polish government for her crimes against humanity less than two years later.[image: ]
 
    
 
                 Gerda only worked for several months as an SS female guard, but distinguished herself as particularly ruthless, selecting prisoners for the gas chamber, getting promoted to Senior Overseer, and even receiving an award for her loyalty and service.
 
    
 
                 She fled the profession just before the end of the war, but Polish officials soon caught up to her, and arrested Gerda in May of '45. She was tried, convicted and sentenced to a public hanging as a reward for her brief, but nefarious career.
 
    
 
    
 
   Elisabeth Becker (hanged July '46):
 
    [image: ] 
 
                 Elisabeth Becker worked under Gerda Steinhoff, and for even a shorter period of time. Born to a German family in Poland, in July of 1923, she joined the League of German Girls in 1936. She did not volunteer, but was 'called up for service' to address the need for more help at the nearby Stutthof concentration camp. While there she remained a low ranked SS female guard, and fled the camp on January, 15th 1945, only a few months after she started working there.
 
    
 
                 She was arrested at her home in April of '45 by Polish police, and was sentenced to public execution along with the other five SS female guards on trial with her. There are no eyewitness accounts, but it was agreed by most witnesses that she had selected women and children for the gas chambers.
 
    
 
                 Elisabeth insisted she was innocent, and even sent several letters to Polish president Boleslaw Bierut, requesting a pardon and claiming her actions during the time she spent working at the camp did not warrant a death penalty.
 
    
 
                 Her pleas for clemency were ignored, and she was hanged in a public execution with the others. Was this woman only guilty of hanging with the wrong crowd? The case against her was thin, but I guess we will never really know.
 
    
 
   Jenny Wanda Barkmann (hanged July '46):
 
    
 
    
 
   The press claimed prisoners called her, “The Beautiful Specter”, but who really gave her that nickname is questionable. It sounds a bit too complimentary to be made up by those who hated and feared her, so there should be some doubt as to its origin. [image: ]
 
    
 
                 Jenny worked as an SS female guard in a concentration camp called Stutthof near Danzig. She tried to escape after the camp was liberated, but was captured at a railway station before boarding the train.
 
    
 
    
 
   Gerda Steinhoff 
 
    
 
   During her trial she flirted with guards, and changed her hairstyle every day. Despite her attempts to charm her accusers, after former prisoners of Stutthoff testified to her cold-blooded murderous ways, Jenny was found guilty of her crimes.
 
    
 
                 She was sentenced to death, and the grisly picture of her public execution by hanging haunts the Internet like a 'beautiful specter'.
 
    
 
    
 
   Dr. Herta Oberheuser (Imprisonment for 20 years, Released 1952)
 
    
 
   Oberheuser was not a guard, but a physician at the Ravensbrück and Auschwitz concentration camps. She participated in a series of horrid medical experiments on 86 female Polish prisoners, performing body modification such as sawing off bones, cutting toes and fingers off, experimenting with cutting nerves, injecting sulfa to prisoners, and experiments with their muscles as well. She would kill healthy children by drowning them in oil and injecting them with evipan. The time of death would be about 3-5 minutes, with the victim fully conscious until death. Ostensibly to simulate wounds received by German soldiers on the front lines, Oberhauser would rub salt, sawdust, grass, and rusty nails onto the cuts. [image: ]
 
    
 
                 Herta Oberhauser’s experiments also involved those concerned with the human body’s resistance to extremes of temperature.  Some doctors strapped prisoners to stretchers and left them outside in winter weather, in freezing temperatures.  But Dr. Oberhauser preferred to employ heat lamps, inflicting heat in excess of 100 degrees Fahrenheit on the skin of her subjects.
 
    
 
                 Dr. Oberhauser was so reviled and feared by inmates of the camps that they were known to scrawl messages on the walls near her office.  These counselled those reading them kill themselves before she could get her hands on them.  They also said suicide would be preferable to falling into her clutches and to beware of her.
 
    
 
                 It’s still rumored that Hitler himself feared her and the other doctors at the camps, due to their sadistic reputations.
 
    
 
    
 
                 Oberhauser was a figure of some repute, especially in Auschwitz, where the rumors around her among the prisoners made her out to be a demonic figure. Soft spoken and mild mannered, Oberhauser had the authority to add any prisoner she wished to the selection process, and exercised her authority to full effect. She was not sentenced to death along with the SS guards for these crimes because she was not a guard and was technically a civilian. Instead she was the only female inductee in the “Doctor’s trial” at Nurnberg. While her superior, Karl Gerbhardt was sentenced to death Oberhauser was sentenced to twenty years of imprisonment, and was released in 1952 for good behavior. She then became a family doctor in a small town in West Germany until 1956, when a survivor from Ravensbrück recognized her. Her license was revoked two years later, and she died penniless over 20 years later, in 1978, after a life of seclusion.
 
    
 
    Wanda Klaff (hanged July '46):  
 
    
 
   Born in March of 1922, Wanda was another German living in Poland when the Stuffhof camp desperately needed guards. She joined the ranks of the SS female guards in October of '44, and admitted to enjoying the work. [image: ]
 
    
 
                 Klaff is known to have stated, quite matter-of-factly, that because she was so dedicated to her work, she made sure she hit at least two prisoners each day in the course of her duties.
 
    
 
    
 
                 Wanda herself stated, "I am very intelligent and very devoted to my work in the camps. I struck at least two prisoners every day."
 
    
 
                 She was tried and convicted with the other Stutthof SS female guards, which ended the same for them all, a sentence of death by hanging in a public execution.
 
    
 
    
 
   Greta (Mueller) Bosel (hanged May '47):
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
   Born May 9th 1908 in Elberfeld, Germany, and trained as a nurse, Greta was sent to work in Ravensbrück in 1944. She put together female working teams, and is often quoted as saying, "If they can’t work, let them rot."
 
   
              During her trial she contradicted herself about her role in selecting prisoners for the gas chamber, and this slip up got her the death penalty.
 
 
                 On May 2nd 1947, a week before she would have celebrated her 39th birthday, Greta was hanged for her crimes in the same noose used to hang the next Nazi in line for execution, Dorothea Binz.
 
    
 
    
 
   Elisabeth Marschall (hanged May '47):
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
                 Born May 24th 1886, Elisabeth had been a nurse since 1909.
 
    
 
                 She was the head nurse at Ravensbrück where she abused and failed to treat the sick inmates in her care. She selected prisoners for the gas chambers, and took part in the inhumane experiments performed upon her patients by the infamously evil Nazi doctors, including Dr. Josef Mengele.
 
    
 
                 One account talks about her being overweight, and having a motherly image, cuddling and cooing over the newborn infants and children, while stealing and hoarding the food sent for them by the Red Cross as they starved to death around her. She was also said to personally choose newborn infants who would particularly be suited to Mengele’s research.
 
    
 
                 Luminal, a phenobarbital, had been in use by the Nazis since the beginning of their regime.  As head nurse, Marschall was known to have personally injected this drug into prisoners in order to murder them.  Not satisfied with selecting those who would perish in the gas chambers, Marschall demanded a much more personal taste of inflicting the ultimate punishment on prisoners.
 
    
 
                 At her trial, Marschall was accused of injecting Luminal into at least 5 female prisoners.  One of them, the last to be injected, saw the effects on the other victims.  Testimony recorded states that on seeing these effects, the woman struggled.  She was in a physical state greatly degraded by ill health and starvation and lacked the strength to resist.  Marschall is said to have physically restrained her in order to deliver the lethal injection.
 
    
 
                 Marschall was also directly implicated in testing Solfonamide on inmates to gauge its efficacy in treating the battle wounds of German soldiers.  Also tested were the effects of bacterial agents.
 
    
 
                 Experiments in bone and tissue transplantation were also conducted, particularly on female prisoners from Poland.  Marschall was also involved in these experiments, from whom many died in excruciating pain occasioned by the infections provoked by the botched transplants.  Those who didn’t were consigned to the gas chambers, often by Marschall herself, in order that they not live to tell what had been done to them.
 
    
 
                 As though these experiments weren’t heinous enough, Marschall ordered the babies of all incoming prisoners to be strangled and then, burned.  This, by her reasoning, left their mothers unencumbered and better able to perform forced labour.  
 
    
 
                 Marschall’s trial revealed that she was an obsessive record keeper, poring over prisoner lists for the purpose of selecting those who would be gassed, each day.  Another list she maintained was of prisoners who would be given another day before meeting the same fate.
 
    
 
                 Marschall also tracked the “vital statistics” of the camp, recording any and all deaths or births, as well as transfers.  Further, she kept detailed notes on all the experiments conducted.  Her almost maniacal attention to detail was a legend in the camp and is now memorialized by history.
 
    
 
                 Odette Sansom was an Allied prisoner at the camp.  She provides a strangely dissonant picture of the nurse turned sadist, Elisabeth Marschall. Originally marked for execution, a series of events, the Commandant’s apparent vanity and the eventual advance of Allied Forces, spared her. But there was one other factor.
 
    
 
                  “I was extremely ill during my term in the camp’s bunker, where prisoners like me were segregated from others, while in detention.  Elisabeth Marschall was the nurse who came to my cell that night.  She treated me.  If she hadn’t, it’s probable I wouldn’t have survived to see the end of the war”.
 
    
 
                 It’s strange to think that someone who committed such grievous atrocities was able, in some of her less sadistic moments, to remember what she had been trained to do.  She was a nurse turned sadist, but she was still a professional nurse, with all attendant skills.  Odette Sansom’s story provides an interesting look at another side of Marschall.
 
    
 
                 While she was seen as a sympathetic figure by the sick prisoners initially, her hypocrisy was exposed and she quickly became a much-maligned figure in the camp. Marschall is said to have enjoyed that reputation.
 
                 
 
   She was hanged for her role in medical experiments, in selection of prisoners to die by the gas chambers and for crimes against children and women and sentenced to death, and was put to death in May 1947.
 
    
 
   Luise Brunner (Imprisoned for two years)
 
    
 
                 Luise Brunner was a guard who served at Auschwitz Birkenau, Auschwitz I, and in Ravensbrück, where she rose through the ranks to achieve the highest possible rank that was possible for a female SS guard to achieve, Oberapportführerin, or chief guard, the only woman to do so along with Maria Mandel. It was in Auschwitz, however, where her reputation would be made, during selections with the infamous Margot Dreschel and the “Beautiful Beast” Irma Grese. The three would whip prisoners who had a single strand of hair in the wrong place, and would often select prisoners declared strong by Mengele in their selections. They were regarded as even more cruel than the “Angel of Death” as they made selections entirely on whim and fancy and, in the case of Grese, based on facial characteristics. Once she was promoted to chief guard at Ravensbrück, Brunner did not make any direct appearance at the guard instead performing the role of overseer, replacing Maria Mandel who was transferred to Auschwitz. While the latter was hanged, no evidence of her crimes were found against Brunner, who served her sentence and then disappeared. [image: ]
 
    
 
    
 
   Therese Brandl (hanged January '48):
 
    
 
    
 
   Born in February 1902, Theresa began at Ravensbrück as a female SS guard in March of 1940. She worked directly under Maria Mandel as her First Guard, the second highest rank for an SS female in the camp.[image: ]
 
    
 
                 The Nazis awarded her a medal for 'good conduct' in the concentration camps. She played a big part in selections of women and children for the gas chambers, and was known for abusing prisoners, especially children.
 
    
 
                 Andreas Larinciakos, a nine-year-old Hungarian boy said of Brandl:
 
    
 
                 “I remember Doctor Mengele taking blood from me, over and over again.  When all the children were moved to Camp A, where the gypsy people were interned, they found that one child was not accounted for.
 
    
 
                 Mandel, who was in charge of the women at the camp drove us outside in the middle of the night.  She and her helper, Brandl, made us stand there in the freezing cold of the night until almost mid-day.”
 
    
 
                 Brandl fled into the Bavarian mountains in April of '45, but was arrested in August of the same year by the U.S. Army.
 
    
 
                 She was tried and convicted for her crimes by the Polish at Krakow, and sentenced to death by hanging.
 
    
 
   Ruth Closius-Neudeck (hanged July '48):
 
    
 
   Ruth Closius-Neudeck was born in 1920 under her maiden name, Ruth Closius. One of the many SS female guards at Ravensbrück, she worked in the punishment barracks sometime in 1944. Promoted to Senior Overseer and transferred to a sub-camp called Uckermark in 1945. She worked there until the end of the war. French survivor Genevieve de Gaulle-Anthonioz provided a damning piece of evidence against her for which Neudeck would be infamous throughout the media attention on the trial. Neudeck was said to have “taken a shovel with a very sharp edge and sliced open a prisoner’s throat with it”, an incident to which de Gaulle-Anthonioz provided testimony. Trained by the famous “La Binz”, she was known for her cruelty, inventive torture and sadistic attitude especially towards children. [image: ]
 
                 Neudeck was also implicated in the selection of prisoners for the gas chambers.  In the course of these duties, she was known to have been responsible for at least 5,000 deaths.
 
    
 
   While she fled Ravensbrück before it was taken by the Russians, she was caught and was investigated in the Ravensbrück trials of 1948. She admitted to her crimes, and at her trial defended her use of the whip by arguing that the prisoners could not be touched as they had lice. She was convicted of torturing and murdering men, women and children, and of sending them to the gas chambers and other war crimes against humanity, and was sentenced to death by hanging.
 
    
 
   Hertha Bothe (Ten Years Imprisonment, 1945 - Released 1951)
 
                 
 
                 Hertha Bothe was a concentration camp guard originally conscripted to Ravensbrück who eventually gained the moniker “Sadist of Stutthoff” for her service in the Stutthoff Concentration Camp. Trained as a nurse, Bothe joined the League of German Girls in 1939 and was said to be an excellent athlete. Standing over 6’ 3’’ in height, Bothe stuck an imposing figure. At Stutthoff, she quickly developed a fearsome reputation as she used to beat prisoners savagely, eschewing whips and pistols, preferring to hit them with her hands and on occasion a stick. She was arrested in Bergen-Belsen and forced to dump dead bodies.[image: ]
 
    
 
   She was sentenced to ten years in prison for using her pistol but maintained her innocence in regard, admitting to beating prisoners with her fists but having never used a pistol, and in addition never having killed a prisoner. This was a contentious declaration because witnesses had claimed her having been seen beating a Hungarian Jew named Eva to death with a wooden block for stealing food, and another of shooting two prisoners in the head for unexplained purposes. Nevertheless, the lack of direct evidence meant that Bothe was sentenced to ten years in prison and released as a part of leniency measures by the British in 1951. Bothe was helped by the fact that her case was not as high profile as some others, and by the lack of any direct evidence. She is famous for being the only Nazi female guard to have opened up in an interview, explaining the rationale of some of her actions in an interview in 2004.
 
    
 
                 In the interview, Bothe is said to have been mortally afraid while dumping dead bodies in Belsen as it had been a site for a huge typhus epidemic and she was afraid of contracting the disease. Now married with the name of Lange, she defended her decision to join the concentration camp, arguing that it was not her decision at all. She had been conscripted, and if she had refused, she would have been dumped into the same concentration camp, but as a prisoner. She is one of the last Nazi guards still alive, as of 2015.  
 
   Emma Zimmer (hanged September '48):
 
    
 
    
 
                 Born in 1888, Emma Zimmer was one of the oldest female SS guards in service during the war. She was the first Chief Senior Overseer at Ravensbrück, was well known for being a sadist by prisoners, and had selected victims to be gassed at the Bernberg Euthanasia Center outside of Berlin in 1941.[image: ]
 
    
 
                 A former inmate at Auschwitz said this about her:
 
    
 
                 “Emma Zimmer was an older woman with an evil, punitive disposition.  She was incredibly sadistic and unpredictable.  Her hatred was palpable and she delighted in constantly tormenting and terrorizing prisoners.
 
    
 
                 Her favorite taunt was to threaten us with the gas chambers.  She would say in the most malicious voice that we’d be smoke up one of the chimneys; that she’d report us and we’d be marked for immediate death if we disobeyed her.  She struck terror into us".
 
    
 
                 Such was her expertise at torturing people that she even received an award (War Merit Cross without swords, second class) for it.
 
    
 
    
 
                 The Nazis dismissed Emma from working as an SS guard in January of 1945, either due to her old age, or for a drinking problem. She then was indicted in the 7th Ravensbrück Trial and was sentenced to death for war crimes.                 
 
    
 
   Hermine Braunsteiner (Sentenced 3 years – pursued for life):
 
                 
 
    [image: ] 
 
                 Born in Vienna on July 16th 1919, Hermine applied to be a female SS guard for the money. She began working at Ravensbrück under Maria Mendel in August of 1939. After some altercation with Mendel, she transferred to Majdenek concentration camp in October of '42.
 
    
 
                 In Majdenek, she was known for angry outbursts, selecting women and children for the gas chambers, and whipping or stomping women to death with her heavy leather studded boots. The latter murderous deed earned her the nickname, “The Stomping Mare”.
 
    
 
                 One witness testified that Hermine Braunsteiner would “grab the hair of small children and lift them off the ground, in order to hurl them into the trucks on their way to the gas chambers.”
 
    
 
                 She went back to a sub-camp of Ravensbrück called Genthin in January of '44, and continued her deadly abuses, whipping at least two women to death with a horsewhip she always carried. A French doctor who was at Genthin at the time recalled a similar event:
 
    
 
                 “I was there when she whipped a young woman accused of attempted sabotage.  This girl’s back was ripped to shreds, but I was prohibited from providing any treatment until they told me I might”.
 
    
 
                 Known as “Stomping Mare”, Braunsteiner’s specialty was stomping women to death, especially old women. She’s also remembered for kicking the stool from beneath the feet of a young girl being hanged, in order to hasten the process. At Maidanek, she was notorious for whipping those who hadn’t sewn their prison numbers on their uniforms to her satisfaction.
 
    
 
                 Braunsteiner’s tale of apprehension and eventual trial by the Austrians is a convoluted one.  Fleeing for Vienna ahead of Soviet forces in 1944, she was arrested in Austria in 1946 and delivered to Allied forces.  Until 1949, she shuttled between a number of internment facilities.  That year, she was again arrested by the Austrians and placed in the custody of the Allied forces.
 
    
 
                 She was convicted of her many crimes against humanity at Ravensbrück, but no mention was made of her time at the Maidanek camp in her trial proceedings. Receiving only a three year sentence (which included charges for infanticide), she was released early and set free in 1950, the Austrians having granted her amnesty.
 
    
 
                 She later met her husband, who was working for the American military.  In 1958, she moved with her new husband, Russell Ryan, to Canada.  In 1959, the couple moved to New York and Braunsteiner became an American citizen.  There, she lived comfortably as a homemaker until 1964.  In that same year, the veil of secrecy and deception she’d been living under was blown off by the New York Times, when it revealed her gruesome history.
 
    
 
                 The reporter wrote that when Hermine Braunsteiner answered the door, and he told her who he was, she said: “I knew this would happen eventually and here you are.”
 
    
 
                 In his wife's defense, Russell Ryan is quoted as saying: “My wife is a decent woman, gentle as a lamb.  She did her duty, just like everyone else was.  She had no choice and was following the orders of her superiors”.
 
    
 
                 She had been tracked down by the famous Nazi-hunter, Simon Wiesenthal.  Three survivors of the Maidanek camp had contacted him and reported that the Stomping Mare had been seen, alive and well, on the other side of the world.  He met with them in Tel Aviv, Israel and set about tracking the “Stomping Mare”.
 
   Overnight, Braunsteiner (known in the USA as Mrs. Ryan) had gone from simple, quiet married woman to a subject of worldwide horror.  Married to a construction worker and known as a friendly woman who kept a spotless house, her neighbors found her grisly past difficult to connect with this seemingly harmless woman.
 
   Almost ten years later, she was extradited to Germany and tried for war crimes.  She was convicted and incarcerated in Dusseldorf for the rest of her life, in 1981. But in 1996, due to ill health, Braunsteiner was again released.
 
    
 
                 The New York Times reporter who’d broken the story of the infamous concentration camp guard wrote of her time in prison.  While incarcerated, Braunsteiner declined to talk to the other women in her block.  To kill the time, she sewed.  Upon her release, she entered the same nursing home as her husband, at Bochum-Linden.
 
    
 
                 The year of her release, there was news of her in a German newspaper.  She’d been spotted at the market, her husband pushing her wheelchair.  He’d been overheard asking her if she’d like him to purchase some flowers.  Unresponsive, she sat silently, staring ahead of her.
 
    
 
   Braunsteiner died in 1999.
 
    
 
   Luise Danz (Sentenced to Life '47, released '56)
 
    
 
   Luise Danz was born in December of 1917, and conscripted into service as a female SS guard in January 1943.[image: ]
 
    
 
                 She began at Ravensbrück, worked at a number of other concentration camps during the war, and ended her career as an SS guard at a sub-camp of Ravensbrück. Luise received an award for exemplary camp service, and one witness at her trial had this to say:
 
    
 
   “She was tall and athletic.  Her features were drawn and boyish.  Her specialty was landing prisoners on the face with a closed fist punch.  Simultaneously, she would jerk her knee into the prisoner’s belly.  When I saw her doing this, the prisoner she was abusing passed out.”
 
    
 
                 She was sentenced to life in prison at the end of her trial in '47, but was released by a decree for general amnesty in 1956, after serving only nine years.
 
    
 
                 Years later, in 1996, Luise Danz stood trial again for her crimes, but the proceedings were stopped due to her poor health. The last report on her, back in 2015, was that she was still alive and well at 98 years old.
 
    
 
   Hildegard Lachert (Imprisoned for 20 years, Served 27 years in total)
 
                 Lachert was a guard who served in Ravensbrück, Majdanek and in Aushcwitz-Birkenau, and rose to notoriety in each. Named Bloody Brigitte because she would not stop beating prisoners until she drew blood from them by Polish prisoners, she had two children during her service, transferring from Auschwitz to Ravensbrück after the first and then again, to the Polish camps as the guards fled from the incoming invasion forces. She was sentenced to 15 years in the first trial for crimes against humanity in Auschwitz, including murdering prisoners by setting her rabid dogs on them. She was released in 1956, but when in 1975 when the German Government decided to try figures associated with the Majdanek Concentration Camp, she was arrested again, along with Hermine Braunsteiner. She spent 6 years in the courtroom as the court examined evidence before being sentenced to 12 more years in prison that she served. In this testimony her reputation as the most fearsome of the guards at Majdanek were highlighted by the testimonies of the survivors, several who stated they had come for the simple purpose of administering justice to a cruel tormentor. She was released from her second term as well and died a few years later in 1995, at the age of 75.  [image: ]
 
    
 
   Elizabeth Lupka (hanged January '49):
 
                 Elizabeth Lupka, born on the 27th of October 1902, worked in the aircraft industry before becoming an SS female guard at Ravensbrück. From March '43 to January '45, she worked in Auschwitz Birkenau. She beat women and children, and selected them for the gas chambers. [image: ]
 
                 Arrested in June of '45, and put on trial for war crimes in July of '48, she was convicted and sentenced to death by hanging. She was hanged inside prison in Krakow on January 8th 1949. Her body was donated to medical science.
 
    Margot Drexler (or Dreschel) (hanged May '45):
 
                 Margot Drexler (or Dreschel), apparently, has no picture of her stored anywhere in print or on the internet, which was very disappointing because not only was she known for beating inmates and choosing them for the gas chamber, supposedly, she was so ugly that prisoners fell ill when they looked at her. One female prisoner remembered her: “camp leader Dreschel was there, her buck teeth sticking out, even when her mouth is closed."
 
                 Feared by prisoners, she punished them and starved them to death. She would carry out selections after disguising herself as a doctor, dressed in a white coat and with gloves. She was said to be a close associate of Josef Mengele, “The Angel of Death”, to the extent of having actually participated in his experiments. Her famous brand of torture was to call in hundreds of female prisoners, make them stand in a line, take off all of their clothes and shoes and make them wait in the blistering cold for hours on end for no purpose whatsoever. If any prisoner so much as moved, she would be selected for the gas chamber. Drexler had a huge bloodhound, which would patrol the prisoners along with her. Trained to respond to the slightest movement, the prisoners did not know which to fear more.
 
                 She tried to flee when the war ended, but was captured in Czechoslovakia by the Russians. The Russians did not take too long for trials and most concentration camp guards were just summarily executed. She was identified by several of her former prisoners and was executed in weeks based on their testimony. She hanged for her crimes in May or June of that year.
 
   Hildegard Lohbauer (Imprisoned for ten years)
 
                 [image: ]
 
   This is a strange one. Lohbauer was an unmarried mother of two in Germany when she was conscripted to service. She refused, which led to her arrest and deportation to Ravensbrück, as a prisoner. There, she quickly rose through the ranks to become a prison overseer who was a favorite of the authorities in Ravensbrück. She administered punishment when prisoners refused to listen to her, and the guards never did anything about her. Thus, she acquired the name of “SS Guard without the uniform” and was a figure that inspired great fear. She also participated in smuggling rings in prison and wore handcrafted clothes made by the same seamstresses who made the clothes for the guards. During this time, she was technically a prisoner, but was said to be so in name only. She also served as a spy for the guards, uncovering secrets about the prisoners that the guards used to psychologically manipulate them for their own ends. She soon became a figure, which attracted much hatred from her fellow prisoners as while they slogged and lived in abysmal conditions she received the same luxuries as the guards.
 
    
 
                 Why she refused conscription, only to return to the same concentration camp, as a prison overseer is unknown. It is likely that she was only trying to survive the only way she knew how to in the notoriously unsafe environment of the concentration camp. In any case, after the war she went to trial and received imprisonment of 10 years, making her perhaps the only prisoner to be imprisoned. She was another of the concentration guards to be enjoy early release, serving only seven years of her sentence.
 
    
 
   Alice Orlowski (Imprisoned for Life, Released in 1957, Arrested again in 1976)
 
                 [image: ]
 
   Orlowski served in Majdanek and then in Aushcwitz, and was notorious for injuring prisoners to the point that made them unfit for work, thus earning them a spot in the gas chambers. She was said to blind prisoners with her stick and her knife. She was also infamous for throwing children on the cattle carts that left for the gas chambers in addition to the ones already selected, with the refrain that she was “saving space”. She also served in Auschwitz, and did not waste time building up a fearsome reputation there either. Famous for slashing inmates’ eyes with her whip, she was universally loathed.  Inmates whose eyes had been injured by her could no longer work and so, were immediately sent to be gassed.  Orlowski was well aware of this.  She’s also known to have been keen on saving spaces in the barracks by stacking inmates (particularly children) on top of one another.  Many were suffocated under her rule in this manner.  She went along with the death marches to Lolau, and there seemed to have some sort of a turnaround. She gave her prisoners water, wept about her guilt, slept alongside them on the roads and begged them for forgiveness. The prisoners regarded these activities with suspicion, wondering whether these were overtures designed to get her a lesser term during her inevitable trial. She was caught along with her prisoners and sentenced to life imprisonment, but was released in 1957 for good behavior. In 1975, she was arrested again along with Hildegard Lobhauer for the Majdanek Concentration Camp trial, but died awaiting the trial in 1976 or 1977.
 
    
 
   Gertrude or Ida Schreiter or Schreider, or Bertha Schreiber (hanged September '48):
 
    
 
                 Not only does this woman have no picture available, besides having been convicted and hanged with Emma Zimmer, she has no other information about her at all. It's as if she were anonymous. They never even got her name right. Was this some Russian politician's Mother-in-Law? We can only wonder.[image: ]
 
    
 
    
 
   
  
 


Chapter 9: Trials of the Horrific Female SS Guards
 
    
 
   The female guards from the holocaust are truly evil women. They are what some people call “Adolf Hitler's mistress murderers.” These women are guilty of committing some of the most vicious, horrendous concentration camp atrocities.
 
   Simply looking at these women, you can tell that they are not psychologically normal. They have hollow, cold, absent expressions. They look into cameras during their trials, they attempt to manipulate the jury, they are physically present, but mentally, they are somewhere else. Some of the women in this book are strikingly beautiful, but every single one of these women are capable of committing acts of cruelty that will make your skin crawl. They are each guilty of torturing, beating, maiming, cutting, killing, gassing, and possibly even raping concentration camp victims.
 
   Innocent looking images of them scatter the internet, along with images of the horrible actions they carried out in the name of the Nazi political party. Their trials were all carried out in an international court, meaning that there are images of them staring around the court room as though being there is a waste of their time.
 
   The internet is scattered with more than 30,000 images, films, documents, and transcripts of the court trials these women faced, and even more are available if you sign up for the Imperial War Museum website online. When combined, they provide a horrifying glimpse as to what was going on all over Europe during the holocaust, and the cold, empty eyes shown by these women accurately portray the hearts of the people behind these mass killings.
 
   These women, while demented from the beginning, changed over the short time they were guards at the concentration camp. Irma Grese was only 16 when she signed up to be a concentration camp guard. The trial to hold her accountable for her actions occurred when she was only 21 years old. By simply looking at the difference between her images over this seven year span, you can tell that she carried a very heavy burden she carried.
 
   Even though you would think that the burden she carried was because of the unspeakable horrors she was guilty of, you may be surprised to know that  it was the trial that took the biggest toll on her.
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
   16 Year old Irma Grese smiles for the camera.
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
   Irma Grese, still looking beautiful for the camera at the beginning of her trial. Age 21.
 
    
 
    [image: ] 
 
   Irma Grese, still age 26, well into her trial for war crimes.
 
    
 
   Even though Irma appears to be an innocent soul in her earlier pictures, the holocaust victims dubbed her the cruelest and most vicious guard in the camp. Sadly, when she earned her title she was only 19 and had finally earned her rank of Senior SS supervisor. When the British infiltrated the camps and arrested the guards responsible, she was only one rank away from the highest a female guard could obtain.
 
   According to prisoners, Grese was never an innocent soul. She was a nymphomaniac and a bisexual. She would sexually abuse any prisoner who caught her eye. She did not stop at sexually abusing one or two prisoners, there were times she would sexually abuse and rape as many as 20 people per day. Who would have thought that her traditional camp lover, “Dr, Josef Mengele” wasn't enough.
 
   Irma was known to be a complete sadomasochist. She would become sexually aroused by torturing prisoners, beating women to death and shooting prisoners without warning. Any woman who she thought was prettier than her, did not stand a chance. She would quickly kill them in the most violent way possible.
 
   At her trial, Irma denied every action she was accused of. She preteneded as though she was never even present as a guard at any concentration camp. Even though she denied everything, she was not phased by the fact that she was sentenced to death at her trial. It is recorded in the log book that the night before she was executed, her and Elizabeth Volkenrath, another SS guard who had been sentenced to death, were heard laughing and singing Nazi songs.
 
   Even as she stood at the gallows, waiting to be hanged for her crimes, she showed no remorse for her actions. Her final words were to hangman Albert Pierrepoint, “Quick, get it over.
 
   


 
   
  
 

Chapter 10: Breakdown of a Concentration Camp
 
    
 
   When people think of concentration camps, they mostly think of death and dying. They don't really think about what happened to people between the time they arrived and the time they were killed. There was so much more to a concentration camp than simply “show up and die.” And it is important that people understand the true depth of suffering that people went through behind those razor wire fences.
 
    
 
   From 1933 to 1945, the Nazi regime built more than 20,000 camps, or as they called them “communities” to house the Jewish population. These camps contained millions upon millions of victims that suffered on a daily basis. These people were not just transported to a camp and killed. They were used for many different purposes, and not a single one of them were treated with dignity.
 
    
 
   The main purpose of concentration camps were for the purpose of forced labor. They were temporary locations to hold prisoners, and put them to use until they could be transported to extermination camps. Once a prisoner made it to an extermination camp, they could pretty much consider that their life was over from the second they walked in the gate.
 
    
 
   Most of the initial prisoners in these camps were:
 
    
 
   •                    German communists
 
   •                    Socialists
 
   •                    Democrats
 
   •                    Gypsies
 
   •                    Jehovah's Witnesses
 
   •                    Homosexuals
 
   •                    Social Deviants
 
    
 
   They were called concentration camps simply because prisoners were concentrated in one centralized location and were not scattered around.
 
    
 
   In 1938, after Germany occupied Austria, the Nazis arrested all Jews that could be found and sent them to the concentration camps as well. A mass of Jews that could not be located were found on the “Night of Broken Glass” in late 1938. This night was filled with a massive number of arrests and all male Jews were locked into concentration camps for a period of time.
 
    
 
   
  
 

Forced Labor and POW Camps
 
    
 
   After Germany invaded Poland in 1939, the Nazis opened up camps that were considered forced labor camps. Here, thousands of prisoners killed under horrible conditions. They died from:
 
    
 
   •                    exhaustion
 
   •                    starvation
 
   •                    exposure to the elements
 
   •                    medical experiments that went wrong
 
    
 
   These camps were guarded by SS units and Nazi militia. Many prisoners were used by doctors in the Nazi militia for medical procedures that had not been approved and experimental procedures and medications that had never been tried on humans before.
 
    
 
   After Germany invaded the Soviet Union, the number of POWs increased dramatically. The number of other people who fit the criteria for these camps also increased dramatically. Because of this, more concentration camps became necessary in order to control the massively growing population. The typical ending for a POW of the Soviet Union at a concentration camp was being gassed or shot.
 
   
  
 

Extermination Centers
 
   In order to create what they called a “Final Solution” to the Jewish population existing, extermination centers were created. The plan for these centers was mass destruction, or genocide of an entire religion. These centers were perfectly designed for killing massive amounts of people efficiently. The first killing center opened by the Nazis was “Chelmno” in December of 1942. After this, they opened Treblinka, Belzec, and Sobibor.  The only purpose that these locations had was to systematically wipe out the entire Jewish population.
 
    
 
   Gas chambers were built to make killing large numbers of people easier and less messy than the current methods that they were using. These were essentially rooms that filled with poisonous gasses in an effort to kill everyone in them. Unfortunately, the people who were subjected to this were not always dead when they were brought out of the room. Many suffered for hours before they finally died, lying in a mass grave full of others who were suffering the same fate. Over the time that concentration camps were used, more then three million Jews were killed, and those are only the ones on record. A very small fraction of the Jews that entered the facility actually survived to tell their story.
 
   
  
 

Buchenwald
 
   Buchenwald was a concentration camp that had many different sub-camps. Together, they made up the largest concentration camp inside the boarders of Germany. The camp was built in 1937 and was meant to be the most notorious camp the Nazis controlled. While it was a feared camp, it missed the mark of being the most notorious.
 
    
 
   Buchenwald was used to hold only male prisoners. Female prisoners were not allowed in this camp system until late 1943. The prisoners were kept in the north end of the camp, and the remainder of the camp was used as guard barracks and watch towers.
 
    
 
   This camp was well guarded by men with heavy artillery. Most of the guards carried automatic weapons and machine guns. The fence that kept prisoners in was razor wire with an electric element. If the prisoners were lucky enough to get past the armed guards with machine guns, they were instantly killed by the electric fence.  
 
    
 
   It was not uncommon for prisoners to be used as target practice to increase the accuracy of the guard's aim. Prisoners were also hanged and shot in the stables and in the crematorium.
 
    
 
   The majority of inmates that entered the gates of Buchenwald in its early days were political prisoners. However, in 1938, due to the extremely large number of Jews that were being arrested, more than 10,000 Jews were sent there by the Nazi militia.
 
   Many of the Jews found out that getting into the camp was not as easy as walking through the front gate. There was an initiation process that guards forced inmates to go through. Because of the horribly, extraordinarily cruel treatment they received from the guards, at least 255 Jews died on the first day they were at the camp.
 
    
 
   There were a lot of different groups of people held at Buchenwald and the prisoner population was extremely varied. The long term prisoners of Buchenwald were political prisoners, and they made up the camp's main infrastructure. Just like any other prison, they set the inside rules that controlled the population. Other inmates that made up the Buchenwald population were:
 
    
 
   •                    recidivist criminals
 
   •                    Jehovah's witnesses
 
   •                    gypsies
 
   •                    German Military deserters
 
   •                    German communists
 
   •                    Socialists
 
   •                    Democrats
 
   •                    Homosexuals
 
   •                    Social Deviants
 
    
 
   Buchenwald was also one of the few concentration camps where they would lock up people who would not find employment. Later on, as Hitler began taking over other countries, prisoners of war were sent there as well. The reason this camp was chosen for POWs is because of the highly trained, military style guards.
 
    
 
   After they began taking in POWs, Buchenwald also started taking in:
 
    
 
   •                    resistance fighters
 
   •                    former government officials (from countries that Germany had taken over)
 
   •                    foreign forced laborers
 
    
 
   In 1941, the German government began allowing doctors and scientists to preform medical experiments on inmates at Buchenwald. These experiments were carried out in special barracks. The experiments usually consisted of testing how effective vaccines were, or if the vaccine even worked. Vaccines that were tested here were:
 
    
 
   •                    typhus
 
   •                    typhoid
 
   •                    cholera
 
   •                    diphtheria
 
    
 
   The tests that were preformed using these vaccines left hundreds dead because of the side effects, or because the ingredients were toxic.
 
    
 
   Soon after, these deaths, a Danish doctor named Carl Vaernet decided that Buchenwald would be the perfect place to try out his new experiments that would “cure” the human disorder of homosexuality. These cures consisted of hormone transplants.
 
   In 1944, a special area in the camp was opened up for prisoners that fell into the category of “German Political Prisoners.” This did not work out very well considering that in 1944, the staff of Buchenwald murdered Ernst Thalmann, who was well known for being the chairman of the Communist Party in Germany.
 
   
  
 

Buchenwald: Forced Labor and its Sub-Camps
 
   During WWII, the prison population at Buchenwald was used as forced labor. This forced labor was a very important factor in the German hold on WWII.
 
    
 
   Ironically, during this time, the prisoner population rose to over 112,000  people. In early 1942, Buchenwald established its own munitions plant and connected the camp with the freight yards in the area. Essentially, the prisoners of war and the other prisoners were being forced to create military supplies.
 
    
 
   Over the years that concentration camps were used, Buchenwald created at least 88 sub camps. While it technically was not a death camp, there were periodic inspections of other camps and prisoners who were considered sick, too weak, exhausted, disabled, or dangerous were selected for euthanasia. Euthanasia was performed by SS physicians and orderlies and was done by injecting the prisoners with Phenol.
 
   
  
 

Auschwitz
 
   The construction of Auschwitz was ordered in 1940. It quickly became the largest and most feared camp of its time. Overall, Auschwitz was made up of three massive camps and 45 sub-camps. This camp is exactly what people think of when they imagine the holocaust today.
 
    
 
   Auschwitz I was the original camp. It was the camp that housed prisoners and preformed medical experiments. It is mostly known for the severe torture that occurred in Block 11 and the execution wall. This camp was so secure, and the guards were so fierce, the staff felt comfortable staying on base and did not have to leave the camp during their hours off.
 
    
 
   Auschwitz II was completed in 1942. It was also called Auschwitz Birkenau. It was a lot larger than the original camp and housed almost twice the number of prisoners. Unlike the original camp, this one contained a special wing for women and an additional wing for Gypsies.
 
    
 
   While many people feared the overall name “Auschwitz,” most of the killing occurred in the Auschwitz II camp. Auschwitz II was built with the consideration of being a death camp. The gas chambers were camouflaged until they were completed and even the prisoners were not aware they were being built until they were unveiled.
 
    
 
   Auschwitz III, most commonly known as “Buna-Monowitz”  was the last one built. It was created specifically for forced labor. Their main product was synthetic rubber.
 
    
 
   The other 45 sub-camps were used for forced labor as well and produced various products that the German government could sell for profit.
 
    
 
   Concentration Camp Arrival and Selection 
 
    
 
   Nothing about going to a concentration camp was pleasant. From the moment you were arrested, you were stuffed into cattle cars on trains. The cars were filled with so many people that it was standing room only.  The trains were then sent to Auschwitz.  When the trains stopped at Auschwitz II, the passengers were told to leave everything they brought on the train and they were lead onto the railway platform, also known as “the ramp.”
 
    
 
   Families who had traveled together were split up as a Nazi SS officer, who was typically a doctor, separated people into two different lines.
 
    
 
   Most of the women, children, older individuals and those who looked unfit or unhealthy were brutally shoved to the left. Young men and those who looked strong enough to do hard labor were pushed to the right.
 
    
 
   Unknown to the people in either line, being sent to the left meant that you would be immediately be sent to the gas chamber. The individuals that were sent to the right would become a prisoner and be forced to do arduous manual labor until they were too weak to be beneficial. When thy became too weak, they were sentenced to the same fate as those who were killed the day they entered Auschwitz.
 
    
 
   Even though it was a general rule that prisoners who were to weak or worn out to work were to be killed, most of them died a worse death than the gas chamber. Most of them would starve to death, fall victim to exposure, be injured to the point of dying due to forced labor, or they were tortured to death.
 
    
 
   Once the people had been sorted out, all of the items that were left on the train were bagged up and stored in a warehouse. They were later shipped back to Germany in small shipments as money became available.
 
    
 
   Auschwitz Gas Chamber and Crematoria
 
    
 
   The people who were sent to the left on intake, which was the majority of the population brought into Auschwitz, were never told that their fate was death. In order for the mass murder system to work, the workers had to keep the happenings a secret. In general, the sheer population of people to be killed would have no problem overpowering the staff that was on hand to put them to death.
 
    
 
   The soon to be victims did not know what was going on, so they held onto the hope that the lies the Nazis told them was true. They were told that they would be sent to work, but first they required a shower and disinfection.
 
    
 
   The victims were pushed into a room called the “ante-room,” where they were told to take off all of their clothes. This left a mass of people completely naked, including men, women and children. This mass of people were then ushered into a big room that was built to look like a large shower. The Nazis even went to the extreme of putting fake shower heads on the wall so that there would be no suspicion.
 
    
 
   Once the doors were shut, a Nazi would pour pellets into an opening in the roof of the “shower room.” These pellets were called Zyklon-B pellets. When these tablets hit air,  they turned into poisonous gas.
 
    
 
   The gas supposedly killed quickly, but it did not kill the victims instantaneously. Quickly realizing that this was not a shower room, victims would climb over each other, climb up each other and do anything possible to find a single pocket of breathable air. Other people clawed at the doors until their fingers bled. It was a horrible, horrifying death.
 
    
 
   After everyone in the room was dead, or almost dead, specialized prisoners were assigned the task of airing out the room and removing the bodies. After the bodies were removed, they were searched for gold or anything of value and then they were placed into the crematoria.
 
    
 
   Auschwitz I did have its own gas chamber, but in order to keep the prisoners panic down, most of the mass murders happened at Auschwitz II because they had four gas chambers, each of which had its own crematoria. Each of the gas chambers were capable of killing 6,000 people per day without hesitation.
 
    
 
   Life in Auschwitz Camp
 
    
 
   The people who had been sent to the right during the evaluation process were sent through a process that is now known as dehumanizing. All of their belongings were taken away from them, their hair was cut completely off, they were stripped of their clothing, given prison outfits, given shoes, and registered. They were tattooed with a number and their name was stripped from their being.
 
    
 
   After they were dehumanized, they were transferred to one of the other camps for forced labor.
 
    
 
   New arrivals learned extremely quick what prison camp life was like. They were thrown into a world that was cruel, horrific, hard and demeaning. Within the first week of being in a concentration camp, most of the prisoners learned the fate of their loved ones who were sent to the other line during processing. Some of the prisoners recovered from the news out of need, others never recovered.
 
    
 
   In the tents, prisoners were forced to sleep three people to a bunk. Toilets were simply a bucket  that normally overflowed by the time the sun came up.
 
    
 
   As soon as prisoners were woken up, they were forced to attend roll call, followed by being taken to the location where they would be working that day. After 12 to 15 hours of hard, arduous labor, they were marched back to camp where roll call was done again.
 
    
 
   On the way home, many inmates carried those who were too weak to make the march on their own. They also carried the dead back to the camp, as they were required to be present for roll call too, even before they could be buried.
 
    
 
   The amount of food that was given was scarce to say the least. They were given a bowl of soup and a small piece of bread.  Given the amount of heavy labor that prisoners were forced to do, many of them starved to death because they were not getting enough calories to sustain their bodies.
 
   


 
   
  
 

CONCLUSION: Back to Hairdressing after Murdering Millions
 
    
 
                 The vast majority of female SS guards returned to civilian life after their services were no longer required. The Nazi regime had been toppled, with all its leaders and devoted party members dead, or on trial for war crimes, or scurrying out of the spotlight to blend in with the populace.
 
    
 
                 The German homeland lay in ruins, overrun by occupying armies and the German people would face a host of challenges ahead as they struggled to survive on the garbage heap of their fatherland. This group of Germans, these noble survivors of World War 2, would rebuild their country, not based on the lies, fears and prejudices of the past, but on a new foundation of openness, hope and tolerance.
 
    
 
                 However, of these noble survivors who successfully built a better Germany, hundreds of thousands were former Nazis, tens of thousands were former SS Nazis, and several thousand were our former female SS Nazi guards.
 
    
 
                 In varying degrees, all the Nazis had assisted in the wholesale slaughter of millions. Some merely filed paperwork, or answered telephones, but too many, far too many to ever bring to justice, either personally helped herd human beings into gas chambers, or murdered individual men, women and children with their own two hands.
 
    
 
                 Most former SS female guards went back to being housewives, teachers and hairdressers, carrying on with their lives as if they had simply woken up from a nightmare. Others went on with their lives as if they had lived another day in an average life. How many times, I wonder, was the phrase 'I survived the war' uttered by one of them, a former Nazi murderer? When they made that statement did they think about all those unfortunate souls who did not survive the war because of what they did to them?
 
    
 
                 How many of these women went on to have children? To love a man? To enjoy everyday as though they had not ended thousands of lives on their own free will? How can you go from being a loving mother and wife, to murdering tens of thousands of people, only to return to normal life as though nothing had happened?
 
    
 
                 I am sure the women with the softer hearts woke up from a few nightmares here and there, but they woke up. Because of their actions, there are far too many people who will never wake up to hear their newborn baby cry at night. They will never feel the love from their husband's embrace, and the last feelings they had in this world were hunger, sorrow, unbearable pain, and for many, abandonment as they lay dying in a mass grave because there was not enough gass in the chamber to take their lives
 
    
 
   
  
 

How did something like this ever happen? Can it happen again?:
 
    
 
                 A well-developed sense of justice, even in the most civilized person, cries out for us to at least make an attempt to balance the scales, to inflict some form of punishment on all those Nazis who got away with murder. There, ironically, is exactly where the seeds of committing an atrocity like the Holocaust are planted.
 
    
 
                 For instance, in righteous indignation for Germany's actions in World War 2, the U.S.S.R. and its satellite states under Josef Stalin began expelling German nationals and any civilian with ties to Germany from Eastern Europe. This expulsion of Germans, which took place from 1945 to 1950, succeeded in vacating fourteen million Germans from the region, and murdering three million innocent German civilians in the process. A principal reason for German aggression in the Second World War was the results of the First World War. The Treaty of Versailles had invoked extremely harsh sanctions on Germany, taking away some of their own land, France taking a region especially rich in coal, disarmament and enormous lump sums of money amounting to billions of dollars in today’s economy which Germany just could not afford to give. The public was in a state of helpless indignation and flocked to the first person that said he could do something about it: Adolf Hitler.
 
    
 
                 Apparently, seeking justice is a slippery slope. It can lead to the mass murder of millions, and it often has. Perhaps the old maxim of “an eye for an eye makes the world blind” has some precedent in history.
 
    
 
                 The Holocaust perpetrated by the Nazi regime is not the rare morally bankrupt exception to human behavior it would appear to be, or that we all wish it would have been. Yes, the circumstances, details and methods used concerning the Holocaust were all unique, but all instances of genocide have their own unique circumstances, details and methods.
 
    
 
                 We, as a species, have had a rich and storied history of wholesale slaughter going all the way back to the dawn of our existance. Some scientists believe Homo Sapiens killed off the Neanderthalls, causing their extinction. In the Old Testament of the Holy Bible, God commanded Joshua to destroy the Canaanites, instructing him to kill every last man, woman and child, even babies still in the womb.Before Rome was an empire it razed the city of Carthage in 146 BC, ending the Third Punic War, although there were a reported 50,000 survivors who were kept alive to be sold into slavery.
 
    
 
                 The question is not, 'how did this ever happen, and can it happen again', the question is, 'why has this happened so much, and when will it happen again'. This question is especially relevant today, because any prospect of war, and I mean any small incident could start a huge war. Unlike the First World War, which was fought mostly in trenches, or the second, which saw tanks and airplanes bombing, there shall be no battlefield in the third world war. The husks of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are ample evidence to prove that if there ever is a momentous war, which includes most of the world again, it could be the end of the world. When you possess the power to level entire countries with a single press of the button, maintaining peace and effective lines of communication become so much more important. The world has threatened to go nuclear several times since, especially in the Cuban missile crisis and the Afghanistan war. Today, North Korea remains defiant in producing an aggressive nuclear strategy that threatens major war.
 
    
 
                 Below you will find a list of the most notable recorded instances of genocide in human history. I am sorry to say, this list is far from a complete account of mankind's inhumanity to man.
 
    
 
   A List of Genocides: Our Legacy of Mass Murder
 
    
 
   The Genocide of Ethnikoi Hellenes 314 – 948
 
   Victimized: Greco-Roman Polytheists
 
   Perpetrators: Christian Roman Empire
 
   Motive: Elimination of Polytheistic Religions
 
   Estimated Killed: (Unknowable, one of the few genocides to succeed in its goal)
 
    
 
   The Genocide of Indigenous Americans 1492 – 1900
 
   Victimized: Native Americans
 
   Perpetrators: Various (Colonists, mostly European in origin)
 
   Motive: Colonization and Acquisition of Land
 
   Estimated killed: 2,000,000-100,000,000
 
    
 
   The Dzungar Genocide 1755 – 1758
 
   Victimized: the Dzungar people
 
   Perpetrators: the Qianlong Emperor of the Manchu Qing dynasty
 
   Motive: Retaliation for a rebellion, political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 600,000
 
    
 
   The Circassian Genocide 1864 – 1867
 
   Victimized: indigenous Circassians
 
   Perpetrators: Imperial Russia
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 1,500,000
 
    
 
   The Congo Free State 1885 to 1908
 
   Victimized: indigenous Africans of Central Africa
 
   Perpetrators: Leopold II of Belgium
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 10,000,000
 
    
 
   The Ottoman Greek Genocide 1914 – 1923
 
   Victimized: indigenous Ottoman Greek (Rūm) peoples of Eastern Thrace and Asia Minor
 
   Perpetrators: Ittihadist and Kemalist rulers of the Ottoman Empire and Republic of Turkey
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, religious and political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 1,400,000-1,700,000
 
    
 
   The Armenian Genocide 1915 – 1923
 
   Victimized: Armenian people of Western Armenia
 
   Perpetrators: the Ittihadist Ottoman Empire (the Young Turks)
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, political and religious domination
 
   Estimated killed: 1,500,000 (one of the few genocides to succeed in its goal)
 
    
 
   The Assyrian Genocide 1915 – 1923
 
   Victimized: indigenous Assyrians
 
   Perpetrators: the Young Turks
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, political and religious domination  
 
   Estimated killed: 750,000
 
    
 
   The Holodomor 1932 – 1933
 
   Victimized: Ukrainian civilians
 
   Perpetrators: the Soviet Union under Joseph Stalin
 
   Motive: Political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 7,500,000
 
    
 
   The Asian Holocaust 1937- 1945
 
   Victimized: Asian civilians who were not Japanese
 
   Perpetrators: the Imperial Japanese Army during World War II under Emperor Hirohito 
Motive: Political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 10,000,000
 
    
 
   The Holocaust 1939 – 1945
 
   Victimized: Jews and other ethnic, social and political groups
 
   Perpetrators: Nazi Germany and its allies
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing and political domination
 
   Estimated Killed: 17,000,000
 
    
 
   The Expulsion of Germans from Eastern Europe 1945 – 1950
 
   Victimized: Germans living in former eastern territories of Germany
 
   Perpetrators: the U.S.S.R. and its satellite states under Josef Stalin
 
   Motive: the scourging and expulsion of Germans in retaliation for World War 2
 
   Estimated Killed: 3,000,000 (approximately 14 million expelled to Germany)
 
    
 
   The Nigerian Civil War 1967 – 1970
 
   Victimized: Hausas and Igbo civilians of Nigeria
 
   Perpetrators: Hausas and Igbo militias
 
   Motive: Ethnic War for political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 1,000,000-3,000,000
 
   The Cambodian Genocide 1975 – 1979
 
   Victimized: Cambodian civilians (intellectuals, and the educated)
 
   Perpetrators: Communist Party of Kampuchea, the Khmer Rouge
 
   Motive: “purification of the populace” to create an agrarian socialist society
 
   Estimated killed: 1,000,000-3,000,000
 
    
 
   The Rwandan Genocide 1994
 
   Victimized: the Tutsi people
 
   Perpetrators: the Akazu (Hutu extremists within the ruling political party)
 
   Motive: Ethnic cleansing, political domination
 
   Estimated killed: 1,000,000
 
    
 
   How do we stop genocide from happening?
 
    
 
                 All instances of genocide have a victim, some group that can be singled out by another based on any one of a wide variety of factors, race, religion, language, culture, social standing, maybe even age. Once singled out, a common characteristic is that the singled out population are not only differentiated based on their obvious difference itself, but also denied their humanity. Thus the Jewish prisoners in concentration camps who were unequivocally treated far worse than, say, Polish prisoners of war were referred to as ‘dogs’. By lowering this target group from the standard of humanity their slaughter can be justified as necessary, and even beneficial. They become the “other”, the standard against which the “self” or “humanity” is measured against. The Nazi’s succeeded in spreading their anti-Semitic ideology throughout Russia and much of continental Europe by propaganda that reasserted this very message. In fact, neo-Nazi’s still abound today in the 21st century. Another example, for example is the Jallianwala Bagh massacre in 1919 in India. Here, 19,000 Indians gathered in a peaceful protest were shot at by machine guns from the only entrance. Perhaps two or three survived. A racist worldview where the Indians were regarded as “coolies” by the British and not deserving of the same treatment as themselves. To that end, Dyer, the man who gave the order for the shooting faced a trial for his actions. He was given an award and was applauded by the entire court. This is not so surprising. While we can say, as a humane society, that we abide by a system of morals the truth is that the system of morals is merely a garb that we wear and we discard as per our convenience. State sanctioned assassinations, murder and terrorism are shown to the public and are praised as patriotic deeds done in the countries name, and the media’s role in this is of course paramount.
 
    
 
   The possibilities for singling out groups of people are endless. For example, during the Cambodian Genocide, the Khmer Rouge singled out intellectuals and educated people from within their own population to be slaughtered in order to create a society of farmers. Stalin’s process for his genocide of 60 million Russians was also very simple: anyone who disagreed with him.
 
    
 
                 All instances of genocide also have a perpetrator. These are usually the people in power, but not always. The Nigerian Civil War, a genocide involving two sets of victims and perpetrators, was a war between two ethnic groups, and armed militias on both sides, fighting for control of the country, were the perpetrators. What is common to all perpetrators of genocide is that they have the means to commit murder on a mass scale, and they have a motive.
 
    
 
                 The motives for genocide vary, as well. Usually, it begins with two groups having vastly different ideals, political standings, cultures, languages and/or physical appearances, or a combination of these factors. Then a conflict between the two groups must develop. Whether it is a real conflict or simply perceived, as a conflict does not seem to matter much.
 
    
 
                 The possibility of genocide increases dramatically when a conflict between the aforementioned groups is further exacerbated by one group possessing much more power than the other, or by the sudden eruption of violence and the resulting retaliation. Often a single action, which is mild in itself, serves to break the bubble surrounding the tension between the two camps, leading to genocide.
 
    
 
   In 1936 while measures against the Jews were already on their way, they were mostly political. Sanctions were slapped on Jewish shop owners, citizenship became a tougher task for them to maintain, and many strikes and protest marches against them were called out. In 1936 a German youth and a Jewish youth got into a fight, which resulted in the German youth being killed. This single incident provoked massive reactions by the Government who were waiting for just such an opportunity. They spun the act as an act of treason against the German people and made the conflict of blood political. As a result, 1.5 million Jews in Germany were arrested, thousands killed in riotsthat the police did little to control, and the removal of the Jews from the citizenry. A single act of murder unrelated to the larger issue ended up with the beginning of the Holocaust.
 
    
 
                 These are the issues we are dealing with when we ask how we might prevent genocide from ever occurring again. The factors are too varied for any one solution, and, to a non-violent rational person, the systematic murder of large numbers of innocent human beings always comes as a shock and a surprise. It should not be however.
 
    
 
                 Let us imagine, for a second, or two, that the Germans would have won this war. This is not that unlikely a scenario, because this was the likely scenario for the early years of the war. Germany was knocking on London as early as 1940, and made the mistake of attempting to continue their conquest of Russia along the eastern border instead of attacking Moscow. So it is not only possible that Germany would have won the war, but actually was very likely at one point of time. Only the sacrifices of brave men at Stalingrad and the British bombers, who kept Britain safe for the winter of 1940 and that greatest friend and enemy of war, luck, preserved the status quo then. What if Germany had won the war? It is possible (and probably for sure) that the Holocaust would have been erased from history.
 
    
 
   History would have been very different. The holocaust is not an isolated incident of a society collectively engaging in sadist and vitriolic hatred against a community, but another epoch in a trend that has continued since time immemorial, since the slaughter of Priam’s son in Troy. These are recurring points in our collective history, and another shared fact about genocides is that they are only revealed when the party engaged in a genocide is toppled. The Sri Lankan injustices to the Tamils were only exposed several years after the LTTE was branded as a terrorist organization.
 
    
 
   The point is that even as well-meaning citizens of the world we are still heavily dependent on certain aspects of communication channels for our information. The first sign of genocide is when a country, government, organization or group of peoples influences the media. We need to keep our media free and democratic, so it can expose us not only to injustices that happen far far away on different coasts, but also the injustices committed by our own representatives, if any. Several well meaning and intelligent women like Maria Mandl became ruthless overlords at prison camps, because the propaganda carried out by the Nazi’s was so far reaching and effective. We need to keep our eyes and ears open, and the tool for this is the media. What is especially damning is if the media toes the lines it is forced to, as that dilutes its effectiveness. What we need above all else is every citizen of the global world realizing their independence and fighting for such a thing to never happen again, on an individual basis.
 
    
 
   Today, the traditional role of the media has been replaced to a large extent by the immediacy and the reach of social media. Social media allows, like no other medium, the messages of individuals to reach a wide audience. In this context we need to be a global population that is aware, alert, and sympathetic towards injustice. However, the actual ground reality is that the social media has not been used effectively. Voices become drowned in trends and hash tags, as the entire Internet veers one day towards a topic, and towards another the next. The potential of social media to engineer change is undoubtedly high, evidenced by the overthrowing of dictatorships in Egypt and in Libya, but in the diversity of the human voices, we stop hearing the ones we really need to listen to. The ones who are crying out for help under oppression we cannot understand. I can say without a doubt that right now a corrupt administration is bringing death in the large scale through various means and for various motives somewhere in this world. These voices have yet to be heard on social media. And they will not, until sometime in the future when it has passed and we can only retrospect on another genocide, adding it to our lists. And there seems to be no solution to that yet.  
 
    
 
   As a civilized man in this age of reason, with all the tools at my fingertips provided by computers and the internet, during this amazing time in our history, which will probably be known by future generations as the 'Communications Era', I still have no idea what might be done to stop Cain from killing Abel.  
 
    
 
    
 
   Finally, we would like to ask you to give a short, honest, and unbiased review of this book.
 
   Click HERE to leave a Review.
 
    
 
   Please & Thank you!
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   Below you’ll find some of my other popular books that are listed on Amazon and Kindle as well. Simply click on the links below to check them out. Alternatively, you can click on my author name here ->“Ryan Jenkins” on Amazon to see other work done by me.
 
    
 
    
    	                Irma Grese & Other Infamous SS Female Guards
 
   
 
    
    	                World War 2: A Brief History of the European Theatre
 
    	                World War 2 Pacific Theatre: A Brief History of the Pacific Theatre
 
    	                World War 2 Nazi Germany: The Secrets of Nazi Germany in World War II
 
    	                The Third Reich: The Rise & Fall of Hitler’s Germany in World War 2
 
    	                World War 2 Soldier Stories: The Untold Stories of the Soldiers on the Battlefields of WWII
 
    	                World War 2 Soldier Stories Part II: More Untold Tales of the Soldiers on the Battlefields of WWII
 
    	                Surviving the Holocaust: The Tales of Survivors and Victims
 
    	                World War 2 Heroes: Medal of Honor Recipients in WWII & Their Heroic Stories of Bravery
 
    	                World War 2 Heroes: WWII UK’s SAS hero Robert Blair “Paddy” Mayne
 
    	                World War 2 Heroes: Jean Moulin & the French Resistance Forces
 
    	                World War 2 Snipers: WWII Famous Snipers & Sniper Battles Revealed
 
    	                World War 2 Spies & Espionage: The Secret Missions of Spies & Espionage in WWII
 
   
 
    
 
    
    	                World War 2 Air Battles: The Famous Air Combat that Defined WWII
 
    	                World War 2 Tank Battles: The Famous Tank Battles that Defined WWII
 
    	                World War 2 Famous Battles: D-Day and the Invasion of Normandy
 
    	                World War 2 Submarine Stores: True Stories from the Underwater Battlegrounds
 
    	                The Holocaust Saviors: True Stories of Rescuers who risked all to Save Holocaust Refugees
 
    	                Irma Grese & The Holocaust: The Secrets of the Blonde Beast of Auschwitz Exposed
 
    	                Auschwitz & the Holocaust: Eyewitness Accounts from Auschwitz Prisoners & Survivors
 
    	                World War 2 Sailor Stories: Tales from Our Warriors at Sea
 
    	                World War 2 Soldier Stories Part III: The Untold Stories of German Soldiers
 
    	                World War 2 Navy SEALs: True Stories from the First Navy SEALs: The Amphibious Scout & Raiders
 
   
 
    
 
   If these links do not work for whatever reason, you can simply search for these titles on the Amazon website to find them.
 
   


  
 

Instant Access to Free Book Package!
 
    
 
   As a thank you for the purchase of this book, I want to offer you some more material. We collaborate with multiple other authors specializing in various fields. We have best-selling, master writers in history, biographies, DIY projects, home improvement, arts & crafts and much more! We make a promise to you to deliver at least 4 books a week in different genres, a value of $20-30, for FREE!
 
    
 
   All you need to do is sign up your email here at http://nextstopsuccess.net/freebooks/ to join our Book Club. You will get weekly notification for more free books, courtesy of the First Class Book Club.
 
    
 
   As a special thank you, we don’t want you to wait until next week for these 4 free books. We want to give you 4 RIGHT NOW. 
 
   Here’s what you will be getting:
 
    
    	A fitness book called “BOSU Workout Routine Made Easy!” 
 
    	A book on Jim Rohn, a master life coach: “The Best of Jim Rohn: Lessons for Life Changing Success”
 
    	A detailed biography on Conan O’Brien, a favorite late night TV show host.
 
    	A World War 2 Best Selling box set (2 books in 1!): “The Third Reich: Nazi Rise & Fall + World War 2: The Untold Secrets of Nazi Germany”. 
 
   
 
   To get instant access to this free ebook package (a value of $25), and weekly free material, all you need to do is click the link below:
 
   http://nextstopsuccess.net/freebooks/
 
   Add us on Facebook: First Class Book Club
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