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    Introduction


    



    


    ‘…We are barbarians – pitiless… The world can only be ruled by fear…’


    



    


    So declared Adolf Hitler, the Fuhrer of Germany. A leader of millions, served by men and women of such appalling savagery, such merciless evil, that they make the words ‘barbarians’ and ‘pitiless’ seem all but redundant.


    



    


    This book features the collected biographies of thirteen such ‘servants of Hitler’. Included are names almost as infamous as Hitler’s own – Heinrich Himmler, Joseph Goebbels – yet also the cowardly, but wholly sadistic Irma Grese (female guard at the Auschwitz concentration camp, in sole charge of some 30,000 inmates) and Bruno Tesch, one of the owners of the pest-control company Tesch and Stabenow, who amassed a fortune through the sale of the Zyclon-B gas crystals, used in the concentration camp gas chambers, to the Nazis.


    



    


    For some years, the information contained in this book existed as ‘notes’, collected as part of my extensive research for my novel The Whistler: A Murderer’s Tale.


    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    I dedicate this book to all those who suffered so vilely at the hands of the Nazis, and so that those who read these accounts may also say – ‘Never again’.


    


    Ben Stevens, Nagasaki City, Japan, 2014.
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    Becker-Freyseng, Hermann
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    Becker-Freyseng, pictured wearing military uniform. Although a physician, he was given the official rank and title of ‘Captain, Medical Service of the Air Force’ by the Nazis.


    



    


    Becker-Freyseng qualified as a physician at the University of Berlin in 1935 (when he was then aged twenty-five), and rose to prominence when he became a consultant to the Luftwaffe, being recognized as an expert in aviation medicine.


    


    In 1938 he assisted with a series of important experiments concerning the effects of pure oxygen, and soon became a leading figure in the Nazi’s ‘human experimentation program’. (He had already, voluntarily, become a member of the Nazi Party.)


    


    The experiments which took place under Becker-Freyseng’s direction commonly required inmates selected from the Nazi concentration camps. These inmates could be placed in a pressure chamber, where the effects of high altitude flying on the human body would be measured and observed. Others were subjected to freezing temperatures, or deliberately infected with tuberculosis. (This last ‘experiment’ often involved Jewish and gypsy children.)


    


    Other inmates were forced to drink copious amounts of salt-water, with some also having it injected into their veins. All forty of these inmates (whom Heinrich Himmler had personally selected, at the special request of Becker-Freyseng and several other Nazi ‘physicians’) were then subjected to a liver autopsy, while they were still alive and without the use of any anesthetic.


    


    Becker-Freyseng had the results of these hideous salt-water experiments published in a paper entitled Thirst and Thirst Quenching in Emergency Situations at Sea.


    


    Captured by the Allies at the end of the war, Becker-Freyseng was one of the twenty-three Nazi physicians whose cases were heard at the so-called ‘Doctors’ Trial’. Found guilty of war crimes and crimes against humanity, he was subsequently sentenced to twenty years imprisonment. (Of the twenty-three defendants, seven were sentenced to death and the same number acquitted. The others received prison sentences of varying lengths.)
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    Karl Brandt, Adolf Hitler’s personal physician, is sentenced to death by hanging at the end of the ‘Doctors’ Trial’.


    



    


    In 1946, however, Becker-Freyseng suddenly found that his punishment had been suspended, in return for his co-operation in assisting the Americans with ‘Operation Paperclip’ – a series of projects relating to space travel. For this, he was required to move to the US.


    


    Diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1960, Becker-Freyseng died from this condition the following year, aged fifty-one.


    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    Blobel, Paul
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    Blobel was born August 13, 1894 in Potsdam, a city bordering the German capital of Berlin. He served in the First World War, with such conspicuous bravery that he was ultimately awarded the Iron Cross.


    


    At the end of the war, he studied architecture, a profession he went on to practice from 1924 – 1931. Upon losing his job, he joined the Nazi Party and the Schutzstaffel (SS). Blobel rose rapidly through the ranks to become Commanding Officer of Sonderkommando 4a, a military unit active in Ukraine.


    


    The Sonderkommando 4a were tasked with following Wehrmacht (‘Defense Force’) troops into Ukraine, where they would subsequently ‘liquidate’ all ‘racial and political’ undesirables.


    


    In August 1941, Blobel ordered the creation of a ghetto in Zhytomyr, a city to the northwest of Ukraine, for 3,000 Jews. All of these Jews were murdered one month later.


    


    Another massacre – of Jewish women and children – occurred at Bila Tserkva, a city in central Ukraine, August 22, 1941.


    


    Blobel then organized the Babi Yar (‘Old Woman’s Ravine’) massacre in Kiev, September 29 – 30, 1941, in which 33,771 people died. Part of what took place was described by one of the twenty-eight known survivors, Soviet-Jewish actress Dina Pronicheva.


    


    She told of how the victims were lined up on a ledge, and shot so that they fell down into the ravine. Pronicheva threw herself down, and there hid among the corpses even as the Germans used flashlights and guns to ‘finish off’ any wounded. Finally, when the Germans began throwing earth over the bodies, Pronicheva somehow managed to crawl out of the ravine undetected and escape.


    


    In November that same year, Blobel took possession of a ‘gas van’ or ‘gas wagon’. As such names suggest, these were basically ‘mobile gas chambers’, with an airtight compartment into which exhaust fumes were transmitted while the vehicle’s engine was running. Death thus occurred by carbon-monoxide poisoning.
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    A mobile ‘gas van’


    



    


    Originally invented by the Soviet secret police during the ‘Great Purge’ of the late 1930s, it was ‘adopted’ by the Nazis once Heinrich Himmler had discovered how the Einsatzgruppen (‘task forces’) – paramilitary death-squads such as Blobel’s Sonderkommando 4a – were continually losing members due to the mental trauma caused by shooting innocent men, women and children. Seemingly hardened Nazi soldiers would experience nightmares from which they awoke screaming; there was often no other choice but to have them committed to a sanatorium.


    


    Testified one anonymous member of the Einsatzgruppen:


    


    ‘…The interior of the vans were covered with sheet metal and fitted with a wooden grid. The fumes from the exhaust were piped into the interior of the vans. The Jews hammered on the sides, screaming – ‘Please let us out!’...’


    


    Testified Blobel’s driver, following the end of the war:


    


    ‘…The back doors of the van were opened, and the bodies unloaded by those Jews who were still alive. These bodies were covered with vomit and excrement. It was an appalling sight. Blobel supervised all of this, and then we drove away. Always he drank alcohol afterwards...’


    


    Alcohol was often used by members of the Einsatzgruppen death-squads as a way of ‘blocking out’ the reality of the unspeakable acts they were committing.


    


    Entirely sympathetic with the ‘plight’ of such men, Blobel remarked:


    


    ‘…From a purely psychological point of view, my men had a terrible time... The nervous exhaustion of the soldiers carrying out the executions was immense… they suffered far more than those who were being executed…’


    


    Blobel was himself relieved of command of his unit in January 1942, due to his chronic alcoholism. His ‘skills’, however, soon proved too valuable to waste.


    


    Blobel was subsequently tasked with organizing the exhumation of all mass graves in Eastern Europe (so to ‘cover-up’ Nazi atrocities, an operation given the codename ‘Aktion 1005’). Blobel perfected an extremely efficient way of incinerating the corpses – alternating layers of bodies with firewood on a frame of iron rails.


    


    Described one of Blobel’s associates:


    


    ‘…There were strange movements of the earth itself. Clumps of earth suddenly blew up into the air… there was smoke; it was almost like some miniature volcano... Blobel laughed, and pointing at all of this said ‘There lie my Jews!...’


    


    Overall, Blobel is believed to have been responsible for some 60,000 killings. Sentenced to hang by a US Military Tribunal at the Nuremberg Einsatzgruppen trials, he met his death June 7, 1951. Entirely unrepentant, Blobel’s last words are reported to have been:


    


    ‘…May the German people be aware of its enemies…’


    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    Brandt, Rudolf
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    Rudolf Brandt, who had what might be termed an important ‘clerical role’ in the Nazi’s so-called ‘Final Solution’ – the proposed, total extermination of the Jewry.


    



    


    At the start of 1932, the twenty-two-year-old Rudolf Brandt became the 1,331,536th member of the Nazi Party. In October the following year, he joined the SS, ultimately rising to the rank of Standartenfuhrer (Colonel).


    


    Brandt’s exceptional ability at shorthand and transcribing (he averaged around 360 syllables a minute) soon attracted the attention of Reichsfuhrer Heinrich Himmler, who had the tirelessly efficient young man transferred to his staff. Soon, Brant was handling almost all of Himmler’s total correspondence, which led to him having to produce anything up to eighty letters per week.


    


    At the end of the war, one associate of Brandt’s described him thus –


    


    Brandt would begin work at seven in the morning, regardless of whatever time he had gone to bed the previous evening. He only ever needed a maximum of four hours sleep.


    


    Barely had Himmler risen in the morning and washed, when Brandt would go to him carrying a multitude of letters, papers and files. Even while Himmler shaved, Brandt would read him the most important items in that morning’s mail. He always prefaced the telling of bad news by saying, ‘Pardon, Herr Reichsführer’. At this, Himmler would temporarily cease shaving, in case this bad news upset his hand and so caused him to cut himself.


    


    Alternately complaining about being overworked, and then almost bragging about the seniority of his position within Himmler’s personal staff, Brandt was an extremely important individual. It is no exaggeration to say that he served almost as Himmler’s ears and eyes, and it was in the very manner in which he presented news to Himmler that often determined the way Himmler would react to it…


    


    From March through to May of 1941, Brandt saw military action, fighting in Greece as a soldier of the Artillery Regiment of the 1st SS Panzer Division.


    


    But he was soon back at his beloved Himmler’s side, again producing the copious letters which his master dictated – a number of which requested that precisely 87 Jews imprisoned at the Auschwitz concentration camp be used for the proposed ‘Jewish Skeleton Collection’. This would preserve the remains of a group of Jewish Untermensch (‘sub-humans’), after that race had been entirely eradicated, in accordance with the plan known as the ‘Final Solution’.


    


    (Untermensch was a term not just used for the Jews. The Nazis also used it to describe Poles, Slavs, blacks and others whom they considered to be ‘beneath’ them. Following Germany’s military victory, it was proposed that these Untermensch would be used as slave labor for the German Empire, the Third Reich, and would ultimately be worked and starved to death. The Jews, however, were to be exterminated as quickly as possible.)
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    The cadaver of Berlin dairy merchant Menachem Taffel. He was transported to Auschwitz in March 1943, together with his wife and child who were gassed upon their arrival. Selected as one of the 87 ‘anatomical specimens’ for the proposed ‘Jewish Skeleton Collection’, Taffel was murdered, by gassing, in August 1943. (All but one of the ‘specimens’ were gassed, as it was deemed essential that the body, and especially the head, should not be ‘damaged’ in anyway – for example, by other methods of execution. Only one man was shot, as he began to struggle upon realizing that he was about to be put in a gas chamber.) Note the concentration camp ‘inmate number’, tattooed upon Menachem Taffel’s left forearm.


    



    


    With his customary, brisk efficiency, Brandt dealt with the correspondence concerning the ‘Jewish Skeleton Collection’ whilst simultaneously attending to the other, more mundane matters which were part-and-parcel of working for Reichsfuhrer Himmler. These might include anything from selecting suitable brides for SS men, to querying an unusually high utilities bill received by his department.


    


    As Germany’s defeat became certain, Brandt went into hiding with Himmler, but ultimately surrendered to a group of British soldiers.
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    Brandt pictured during the Nuremberg Trials. He remained completely defiant and unrepentant to the end – and a hangman’s noose. His master, Heinrich Himmler, had already committed suicide by biting down on the cyanide capsule a British doctor had been about to discover concealed on his person.


    



    


    Brandt was tried at Nuremberg. Convicted of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and membership of a criminal organization (the SS), the physically-slight, bespectacled Brandt, the son of an impoverished railway worker, was hanged on June 2, 1948 – his thirty-ninth birthday.


    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    Dirlewanger, Oskar (the ‘most evil man in the SS’)
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    Oscar Dirlewanger was born September 1895, and served with such bravery during the First World War, as part of the infantry on the Western Front, that he was awarded the Iron Cross. Soon after the end of the First World War, he assisted with the German Revolution of 1918 – 1919.


    


    In 1922, he obtained a degree in political science at Goethe University, Frankfurt. He became a member of the Nazi Party in 1923, and while working at a bank became a violent alcoholic, ultimately imprisoned for raping a fourteen-year-old girl. (Dirlewanger had a predilection for young girls.)


    


    Stated one police report concerning him –


    


    …(He is) violently unpredictable, frequently disposed to erupt into fearsome rages at the slightest provocation… Such rages are exacerbated by his heavy use of alcohol, and other drugs…


    


    Along with the conviction for child molestation (his victim was coincidentally a member of the Bund Deutscher Madel, or the ‘League of German Girls’), he was also found guilty of damaging a military vehicle while under the influence of drugs, and of multiple counts of keeping illegal firearms.


    


    He served two years imprisonment, and upon his release was almost immediately rearrested on similar charges, this time being sent to a concentration camp named Welzheim. This was standard practice at the time for men convicted of sexual offences against children/minors, and Dirlewanger was fortunate to escape being chemically castrated – a ‘treatment’ for pedophiles that was becoming increasingly popular within the Nazi Party.
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    The pennant of the ‘League of German Girls’. Dirlewanger was arrested for the sexual molestation of one of its members.


    



    


    Dirlewanger obtained his release by stating that he wished to go and fight in the Spanish Civil War. In this he was wounded three times, and upon his return to Germany successfully campaigned not only to rejoin the Nazi Party, but also to have his doctorate from Goethe University returned. (Both his membership of the Nazi Party, and this doctorate, had been stripped from him when he’d been imprisoned.)


    


    So it was that Dirlewanger was given the membership number 1,098,716, shortly before the Second World War broke out. The experienced soldier applied to join the Waffen SS, was accepted and given the rank of Obersturmfuhrer.


    


    He soon set about forming his own SS battalion (which would ultimately become a division), formerly entitled the ‘36th Waffen Grenadier Division’, but more commonly known simply as ‘SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger’.


    


    As the name suggests, this unit was comprised of men who had criminal records. At first, this was merely for such crimes as poaching (Dirlewanger believed that their skills at such things as tracking and shooting would be invaluable against enemy forces), but would later include mental asylum patients, as well as men convicted of such crimes as rape and murder.


    


    ‘SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger’ quickly became one of the most feared and hated of all German military units. Initially, they were assigned to keep watch over a forced-labor camp in German-occupied Poland. Here, Dirlewanger kept him and his men amused through such activities as stripping and horsewhipping Jewish women, before injecting them with strychnine and laughing at their agonizing death convulsions.


    


    Dirlewanger is also reputed to have pioneered the use of human corpses to make soap, cutting up Jewish women and boiling them with horsemeat in order to make this product.


    


    There were other German officers who protested against the cruelty of Dirlewanger and his men, but – as an excellent and experienced soldier – he had the support of Heinrich Himmler as well as other, high-ranking Nazis, who decided simply to turn a blind-eye to the varied, and frequent, alcohol-induced atrocities.


    


    In any case, Dirlewanger was hardly the only one indulging in such revolting acts of sadistic cruelty and murder, even if those other officers who were disgusted by the activities of ‘SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger’ were by now quietly referring to him as being ‘the most evil man in the SS’.


    


    Said Gottlob Christian Berger, a high-ranking Nazi official and one of Dirlewanger ‘protectors’ –


    


    ‘Dirlewanger was certainly not what you would have called a ‘good man’… Of course, you cannot say that… He was, however, a truly excellent soldier, albeit with one major flaw in this side of his character – once he started drinking, he was wholly unable to stop…’


    


    At the start of 1942, Dirlewanger and his ever-growing group of men found themselves being reassigned – to conduct ‘anti-partisan’ duties in German-occupied Belarus.


    


    This basically gave SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger carte-blanche to conduct wholesale rape, mutilation and murder. Whole villages were herded inside barns which were then set on fire. Anyone trying to escape was machine-gunned down. Dirlewanger realized that his unit could cross minefields simply by using captured ‘villagers’ as ‘human shields’, forced to walk in front of him and his men.
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    Members of the infamous SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger


    



    


    By the end of 1943, with SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger responsible for over 100,000 deaths of innocent men, women and children, together with the destruction of some 200 villages, Himmler decided that there was ample reason to award the unit’s proud leader with the German Cross.


    


    During the Warsaw Uprising of August 1944, when members of the Polish Resistance fought a brave but ultimately futile battle against the German army, SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger continued with their assorted crimes against humanity.


    


    Members of this unit laughed as they impaled babies upon their bayonets, with the mothers then being raped and thrown from windows. A hospital was broken into, the patients set on fire and burnt alive, and the nurses gang-raped before being strung-up, naked, together with the doctors. This was all done to the accompaniment of music, Dirlewanger and his men drinking heavily all the while.
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    Women and children murdered by SS Penal Unit Dirlewanger


    



    


    In October 1944, Dirlewanger received another medal – the Knights Cross of the Iron Cross – and his final promotion, to the rank of SS-Oberfuhrer.


    


    In February of 1945, with Germany fast losing the war, he was shot in the chest while fighting against the invading Soviet forces in Brandenburg. He recovered to then go into hiding, but was arrested on June 1, having reportedly been recognized by a former Jewish concentration camp inmate.


    


    Dirlewanger was taken to a prison camp in Altshausen in southern Germany, where he was suddenly pronounced dead of ‘natural causes’ just a few days later. It is strongly suspected that he was in fact beaten to death by Polish guards, who were fully aware of all his crimes and, furthermore, were most desirous that he should fully atone for them at their hands.


    


    Rumors persisted that he’d actually somehow escaped this prison camp and was still alive – with one such rumor stating that he’d joined the French Foreign legion – but in 1960 his grave was opened, and his remains examined to officially confirm his identity.


    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    



    


    Eichmann, Karl Adolf
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    The son of middle-class Protestants, born March 19, 1906, Eichmann’s mother died when he was aged four. His father remarried, and as a result of shrewd business dealings conducted during the First World War became a wealthy man.


    


    Often the young Eichmann visited Vienna, and there made friends with a number of its large Jewish population. He was himself slightly Jewish in appearance, and quickly learnt to communicate in Hebrew and Yiddish.


    


    But when the 1925 inflation ruined his father’s business, and left him without seemingly any chance of employment, Eichmann’s opinion concerning the Jews began quickly to change. This was in no small part due to his reading of Hitler’s Mein Kampf (the first volume of which had recently been published), with its many, virulently anti-Semitic passages.


    


    Declared Eichmann later:


    


    ‘…I began to think these foreign-looking people were the enemy of us all. I wondered about my friendship with Jews and I felt they had always treated me as someone rather inferior. I then believed that Adolf Hitler was right…’


    


    Finally he was able to find work as an oil salesman, and faithfully attending Nazi Party meetings then became a fully paid-up member of the Party in 1931.


    


    ‘…Having heard the Fuhrer speak, I felt disgusted that I had mixed with those Jews who are the enemies of the German people and the defilers of their blood…’


    


    Ironically, Eichmann was himself attacked (due to his Jewish appearance, and unable to produce his Nazi Party card in time) by one of the vicious ‘Brownshirt’ gangs, who terrorized any Jews they encountered out on the streets of Germany.


    


    Left bleeding and barely-conscious, Eichmann subsequently blamed only the Jews for his savage assault:


    


    ‘…If there were no Jewish people, I wouldn’t be mistaken for a Jew. What the hell are they doing in Germany, anyway?...’
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    The feared ‘Brownshirts’ demonstrate against a Jewish-owned business


    



    


    Eichmann also found himself having to explain his Jewish appearance to the Party leaders, along with such things as his obvious knowledge of Jewish customs and his ability to speak Yiddish. In order to disguise the affection he’d felt for the Jews in his earlier life, Eichmann resorted to lying, declaring that he knew such things only because he’d been born in the German colony in Mount Carmel, Palestine.


    


    The truth concerning Eichmann’s knowledge of Jewish customs and the Yiddish tongue was later discovered, but it was felt that this information could be most effectively used to keep Eichmann ‘in line’ – it would be divulged only if he acted in a manner deemed threatening or rebellious towards the Nazi Party.


    


    But it is certain that Eichmann did not actually require such blackmail to ensure his loyalty towards the Party. He was by now rabidly anti-Semitic, and equipped with Party uniform, swastika armbands, pistol and whip, began to exercise exactly the same level of violence towards others that he himself had so recently experienced.


    


    Such enthusiasm was quickly rewarded with his promotion to Sergeant in the Security Service at Berlin Headquarters. There, under the command of Reinhard Heydrich, he conducted historical and linguistic research concerning the Jewish people – in particular concentrating on their ‘destructive activities’.


    


    By 1937, Eichmann had been tasked with formulating ways of dealing with ‘the Jewish problem’ in every country that would be taken by Germany. Initially, Eichmann proposed dispatching all captured Jews by cattle cars to the vast, freezing Russian frontiers, where they could be dealt with at leisure.


    


    The German occupation of Austria, in March 1939, allowed Eichmann to enthusiastically commence his ‘work’. No longer would it be primarily theoretical. Jews were arrested, and subsequently executed or dispatched to the Buchenwald and Dachau concentration camps.


    


    Following the invasion of Poland in September of that year, Eichmann first proposed ‘burning’ the Jews. By 1941, he had become fully aware of Endlosung – the ‘Final Solution’. Accordingly, Eichmann now suggested the idea of mass-gassing. Comparatively cheap, its effectiveness had already been demonstrated on those ‘mental defectives’ and ‘chronic invalids’ secretly executed before the start of the war.


    


    Initially, Jews were shut into lorries and gassed by carbon monoxide fumes. But how could this method hope to deal with the millions of victims Endlosung required? Large huts were then used, which allowed for more victims to be murdered; but still the use of carbon monoxide gas was deemed too time-consuming.


    


    Dissatisfied, Eichmann was then introduced to Zyklon B gas, in crystal form. These crystals were supplied by the corporation Tesch and Stabenow (see Bruno Tesch), a market leader in pest-control chemicals, which in 1943 made a gross profit of 128,000 marks for the supply of Zyklon B.


    


    An underground bunker with several hundred Jews was used for the initial test; by the following day, nearly all the people inside were dead. Eichmann was delighted with such results, and construction of the concentration camp gas chambers began in earnest.


    


    By the summer of 1944, during the Hungarian ‘action’, the gas chambers and crematoria at Auschwitz were dealing with 9,000 victims per day. Eichmann received such figures, sent from a stuttering teleprinter at the sprawling concentration camp direct to his desk. He also watched the gassings of men, women and children through ‘peepholes’, afterwards discussing what he had observed with fellow ‘audience members’ such as Heinrich Himmler over cigarettes and drinks.


    


    While some prominent members of the Nazi Party – including Himmler – privately admitted that Endlosung was ‘something of a hard job’, Eichmann was entirely uncaring. He was an absolutely efficient keeper of the daily statistics of death, and scrupulously arranged for the collection of clothes, hair, gold teeth and valuables taken from the victims before and after they had been gassed.


    


    His undeniable sadism and bloodlust seemed almost to correlate with his raging libido, which he satisfied with wild sexual escapades in such cities as Paris.


    


    He declared to an aide in 1944 –


    


    ‘…I shall leap into my grave laughing because the feeling that I have the death of five million people on my conscience will be for me a source of extraordinary satisfaction…’


    


    Asked if he would collect skull-specimens of Russo-Jewish victims, by the Professor of Anatomy at Strasburg University, Eichmann willingly obliged, puffed with importance at having been tasked with this perceived ‘scientific duty’.


    


    As it became obvious that Germany was losing the Second World War, Eichmann only urged that the extermination of the Jewry be completed:


    


    ‘…If Germany collapses we can at least say that we have achieved something. We will have completely wiped out the European Jewry…’


    


    Following Germany’s defeat, he disguised himself as a laborer and so managed to escape detection. Obtaining a stateless person’s papers in Rome, he returned to Germany and there went into hiding.


    


    But with a determined group of Jewish partisans on his trail by 1950, he was forced to flee to Buenos Aires with his wife and family. There, under the name of ‘Kurt Steinberg’ (one of a number of aliases he adopted – also ‘Otto Eckmann’ and ‘Otto Heninger’), he obtained employment with a firm whose other staff members also happened to be comprised mainly of former Nazis and SS men.


    


    Still, the search for Eichmann continued, until finally in 1959 he was kidnapped by Israeli Mossad agents and flown to Israel to await trial.


    


    Found guilty of war crimes, he was hanged May 31, 1962.


    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    Goebbels, Joseph
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    ‘…If you tell a lie, make it a big one…’


    



    


    The son of a Catholic bookkeeper, Goebbels was born Oct 29, 1897. A slightly deformed right leg, the result of contracting polio as a child, made him walk with a limp. Goebbels would later claim that this limp arose from a wound received in the First World War, although he was in fact rejected for military service.


    


    Goebbels had a string of affairs through his life, although his intention to marry one woman, Else Janke, was conclusively ended when Janke confessed to him that she was half-Jewish. Goebbels – already virulently anti-Semitic – promptly ended the relationship.


    


    Wrote Goebbels tersely in his diary:


    


    ‘...She has informed me of her ‘roots’. Her charms have been irrevocably destroyed for me...’


    


    Instead, the dark-featured and somewhat diminutive Goebbels married Magna (a typical blond-haired, Germanic-looking woman) in 1931. This marriage did nothing to end Goebbels’ string of affairs, although after a tearful Magna appealed to the Fuhrer personally, Hitler demanded that Goebbels put an end to one such illicit relationship. Devastated by the order, Goebbels attempted suicide.


    


    Still, it was under Hitler’s leadership that Goebbels really came to prominence, being made Reich Minister of Propaganda in 1933. (Hitler himself became Chancellor that same year.)


    


    A frustrated novelist and playwright, Goebbels used unashamedly xenophobic and anti-Semitic language in his speeches to win over members of the Halberstarken – Germany’s ‘blue-collar’ workers – to the Nazi Party’s side.


    


    Goebbels’ support for the Fuhrer, and for what would become known as Endlosung – the ‘Final Solution’ – was absolute. Goebbels one time informed Germany’s leader:


    


    ‘…Adolf Hitler, I love you because you are both great and simple at the same time. What one calls a genius…’[


    


    In May 1933 – in what he termed an ‘Action against the Un-German Spirit’, specifically an attack against ‘Jewish intellectualism’ – Goebbels organized the so-called ‘Burning of the Books’.


    


    Some 25,000 ‘un-German’ books – many by Jewish or American writers, and including such famous names as Albert Einstein and Sigmund Freud – were Säuberung (‘cleansed’) by fire.


    


    (Chillingly, Heinrich Heine, whose works were also burned, had written in his 1820 play Almansor the famous line: Dort, wo man Bücher verbrennt, verbrennt man am Ende auch Menschen – ‘Where they burn books, they will also in the end burn people…’)


    


    ‘…Aim – drive the Jews out of Berlin…’ wrote Goebbels in his diary in June 1938. He had already gained control over the media, and any other body concerned with the release of ‘information’ to the German public.


    Through such control, he was able to organize boycotts of Jewish business and shops; incidents which culminated in Kristallnacht or the ‘Night of Broken Glass.’


    


    In an orgy of bloody violence, from 9 – 10 November, Jewish homes, business and places of worship were attacked by gangs. This was allegedly in ‘revenge’ at the assassination (on 7 November) of the German ambassador Ernst vom Rath by Herschel Grynszpan, a young German-Polish Jew living in Paris.


    


    Wrote Goebbels in his diary:


    


    ‘…The Jews should know the taste of popular anger... I gave appropriate instructions to the police and the Party. I then spoke to the Party leadership. There followed firm applause. Everyone was instantly on the telephone. Now the people will act…’[


    


    A physically slight man, Goebbels delighted in instigating violence in which he himself did not have to be personally involved. His sharp tongue and frequently acerbic nature, along with his lack of height, led to his critics within the Nazi Party nicknaming him the ‘Poison Dwarf’.


    


    Kristallnacht resulted in the deaths of 1000 Jews, with 30,000 being placed in concentration camps, and 80,000 forced to emigrate.


    


    With war breaking out in September 1939, Goebbels continued to reinforce the anti-Semitic message to the German people through organizing the release of such films as Jud Süß (‘Süss the Jew’), to ‘warn’ German girls of the ‘sexual devastation’ wrought by Jews in the past, and to remind them of the Nuremberg Race Laws of 1935, which prohibited any sexual relations between Aryans and Jews. In the Nazi ideology, such relations were Rassenschande (‘racial disgrace’), and a dishonor of Aryan blood.
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    Poster for the 1940 Nazi propaganda film Jud Süß (‘Süss the Jew’.)


    



    


    Ultimately, Goebbels’ calls for a ‘total war’, claims of a Nazi ‘secret weapon’ and increasingly apocalyptic speeches containing such lines as ‘…The battle for Berlin must become the signal for the whole of Germany to rise up in battle…’ only made what was already apparent to most Germans even more obvious – Germany was losing the war.


    


    As the advancing Russian forces came ever-closer, Goebbels and his family moved into the same bunker as Hitler in Berlin. Goebbels was one of the four witnesses of Hitler’s last will and testament, before the Fuhrer shot himself on the afternoon of April 30, 1945.


    


    Lamented Goebbels about his beloved leader:


    


    ‘…The heart of Germany has ceased to beat. The Fuhrer is dead…’


    


    Goebbels and his wife arranged the deaths of their six children, by morphine and cyanide, before committing suicide (by either shooting or poison) May 1, 1945. An attempt was made to burn their bodies, although this was only partially successful, with their bodies remaining identifiable.


    


    Their remains would be repeatedly exhumed and analyzed over the following couple of decades, before the Soviet KGB finally burnt, crushed and disposed of them, in the Elbe River, in 1970.


    


    Declared Goebbels about the Nazi Party, not long before his death:


    


    ‘…We shall go down in history as the greatest statesmen of all time – or as the greatest criminals…’


    



    



    



    

  


  
    



    


    Göring, Hermann
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    Born January 12, 1893, the son of a cavalry officer, Göring received numerous medals for his bravery as a fighter pilot during the First World War, including the Iron Cross and the prestigious Pour le Merite (the ‘Blue Max’).


    


    In every way the stereotype of the healthy, strapping, active Aryan male, Göring enjoyed mountaineering, and was found to have an IQ of 138. (The adult ‘average’ is around 100.)


    


    Göring was one of those (along with Hitler) who strongly believed in the so-called ‘Stab-in-the-back’ legend. This was the belief that Germany had not actually ‘lost’ the First World War in military terms, but had instead been betrayed or ‘sold out’ by a civilian leadership comprised chiefly of Marxists, Jews and republicans.


    


    As such, it was inevitable that Göring should become a member of the Nazi Party right from its earliest days. He was instrumental in the ‘Beer Hall Putsch’, a failed attempt by Adolf Hitler and several others to gain control of Germany in Munich.
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    Early Nazis prepare for the 1923 ‘Beer Hall Putsch’


    



    


    In the ensuing bloodshed, in which fourteen Nazis and four policemen were killed, Göring was shot in the groin. Treatment for this injury required the use of morphine, a drug to which Göring would become addicted for the rest of his life, and which left him prone to fits of violent mania. (On one occasion, a straightjacket was required in order to restrain him.)


    


    Göring founded the Gestapo, although subsequently passed control over to Heinrich Himmler, and by the time Hitler became Chancellor was certainly the ‘second most powerful’ man in Germany.


    


    Proclaimed Hitler on the September 1, 1939 – the same day that Germany invaded Poland and began the Second World War:


    


    ‘…Should anything befall me, I name Hermann Göring as my successor…’


    


    By 1942, however, it was obvious that the tide of war was turning slowly, but surely, against Germany. Hitler began to feel animosity towards Göring for this, in particular blaming him for the perceived failure of the ‘Luftwaffe’ during the Battle of Britain.


    


    As such, Göring found himself having to largely ‘retire’ from his previous war activities. Instead, he devoted himself to categorizing and labeling the numerous treasures and works of art looted from Jews who’d been killed, sent to concentration camps or forced to emigrate.


    


    However, it is certain that Göring did not feel anything like the level of hatred towards the Jews as did, for example, Joseph Goebbels and Heinrich Himmler. At his trial, following the end of the war, he said almost mournfully:


    


    ‘…I thought we would just eliminate the Jews from their positions in big business and government…’


    


    It was also noted that Göring’s younger brother, Albert, a staunch anti-Nazi, had actually assisted Jews to escape from concentration camps. Arrested no less than four times for such an ‘offence’, it was Göring himself who ensured Albert’s release on each occasion – something which further damaged Göring’s reputation within the Nazi Party.


    


    Nevertheless, Göring was certainly present at meetings in which the mass-killings of Jews was discussed, and authorized various sanctions against them such as the Nuremberg Laws of 1935.


    


    As German’s end drew near – and mindful of what Hitler had said that fateful day September 1, 1939 – Göring sent a telegram to his leader on the April 22, 1945, detailing his intention to assume leadership of Germany.


    But regardless of what Hitler had said some years previously, the Fuhrer was less than delighted to receive this communiqué. There in the bunker in which he would shortly take his own life, he ranted:


    ‘…I knew it all along! That Göring is lazy and incompetent. He let the air force go to ruin, and by his example all corruption was made possible in our state. Moreover, he’s been a drug addict for years. Yes, I’ve known it all along…’


    Convicted of war crimes and crimes against humanity at the Nuremberg Trials, Göring was sentenced to hang. The night before his execution, however, on October 15, 1946, the one-time ace fighter pilot committed suicide by cyanide.


    



    



    



    


    


  


  
    



    Grese, Irma
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    ‘…As a child she was a coward… always she would run away whenever there was any fighting… She did, however, like to hit people who were for whatever reason unable to hit her back…’


    


    So declared Grese’s own sister; Irma’s father (an agricultural worker), moreover, beat her and turned her out of the house for joining the SS and for doing concentration camp work.


    


    Unlike many captured Nazis, who stood proudly during their trial and refused to show the slightest contrition for their appalling crimes, Grese at first refused to admit the charges against her, stating that she’d only punished those prisoners under her command with an ‘open hand’, and saying that:


    


    ‘…Himmler is responsible for all that has happened…’


    


    Only when confronted with cast-iron proof of her barbaric cruelty –


    eyewitness accounts and the like – did Grese suddenly decide to ‘reflect further’ and admit what she was being charged with. Always this was with some attempted way of ‘explaining’ what had happened, some attempt at mitigation, along with the usual ‘buck-passing’.


    


    Born in 1923, Grese was an academically ‘average’ student, who worked in agriculture and nursing (at a sanatorium for the SS) before going to the Ravensbruck concentration camp in early 1942. A year later, she was transferred to Auschwitz, where she remained until early 1945.


    


    At Auschwitz, Grese (who soon earned the nickname Die Hyäne von Auschwitz – ‘The Hyena of Auschwitz’) was in charge of approximately 30,000 women. She delighted in exercising her authority through the use of a whip, gun, jackboots and vicious dogs which she would set on the starving prisoners, so that they were torn to pieces, whenever the mood took her.
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    Auschwitz personnel pictured while on holiday


    



    


    One of her favorite tortures was to have the female inmates stand outside their block-huts, holding heavy stones above their heads. Anyone unable to maintain this position was beaten by Grese with a rubber truncheon. She also delighted in indicating to a non German-speaking inmate that they were to get something from beyond the four-foot high wire fences, before the camp’s high, barbed-wire fences, that made up an area strictly forbidden to all inmates.


    


    These women prisoners would be challenged by guards as they climbed over the first fence, would be unable to understand what was being said, and so would be shot. It is estimated that Grese caused some thirty women per day to be murdered in such a manner; and this was quite apart from all those she herded into the gas-chamber, also on a daily basis.


    


    Torture, cruelty and murder of the dreck (how the Nazis referred to those whom they had imprisoned and killed – ‘human animals’) were not Grese’s only daily pastimes, however. At her trial, it was revealed how she liked to arrange little white stones in various patterns in the camp Commandant’s garden, creating ‘rock gardens’; she also liked to pick flowers.


    


    Captured on April 17, 1945, (after Auschwitz, she had gone to the concentration camp called Belsen for a short while) Irma Grese was convicted of crimes against humanity and sentenced to hang after a fifty-three day trial.


    


    Once she realized there was no way out, she dropped any pretence concerning her true character, even singing Nazi songs the night before she was hanged.


    


    She was executed by famous British hangman Albert Pierrepoint, with Regimental Sergeant-Major O’Neil assisting.


    


    Remarked O’Neil later:


    


    ‘…There on the gallows, I placed the white ‘hangman’s’ cap over Grese’s head, and as I did so she said, 'Schnell' (‘Quickly’)...’


    


    Aged twenty-two years and sixty-seven days when she was hanged, Irma Grese (who, it was rumored, had been the lover of Josef Menegele, Auschwitz’s ‘Angel of Death’; who particularly enjoyed tormenting those starving, shaven-headed camp inmates who still retained traces of their past beauty; and who had once informed one such inmate that she intended to become an actress once the war was over) was the youngest woman to die judicially under British law in the twentieth century.


    



    



    



    



    


    


  


  
    



    



    Heydrich, Reinhard
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    The man who was known to members of his own party as the ‘Blond Beast’ or ‘The Hangman’ – and about whom even Hitler remarked ‘He is a man with an iron heart’ – was originally a timid, insular child, bullied at school for his unusually high voice (which continued into adulthood) and slightly Jewish appearance.


    


    His parents were professional musicians, something which resulted in Heydrich becoming an expert violinist. They were, however, also rigid disciplinarians, with Frau Heydrich in particular frequently flogging her young son for the slightest of reasons.


    


    Although such corporal punishment (along with the bullying from other children) caused Heydrich to retreat even further into himself, he was from an early age possessed with an almost maniacal desire to succeed in anything he set his mind to doing.


    


    In 1922, aged eighteen, Heydrich joined the Reichsmarine, the (at that time) small and almost ‘elite’ German navy. It was a coveted position for a young man, although the bullying Heydrich had endured at school continued aboard ship. He was nicknamed ‘Billy Goat’ (a reference to his high-pitched voice and irritating, braying laugh) and, somewhat peculiarly, ‘Moses Handel’ – ‘Moses’ was in reference to his slightly Jewish appearance, and Handel his musical ability.


    


    (Heydrich’s ‘Jewish appearance’ caused him particular distress – especially as he was, like Joseph Goebbels and Heinrich Himmler, so virulently anti-Semitic. Some years later, by now a high-ranking Party member, Heydrich returned home one evening drunk, saw his reflection in the mirror, and roaring ‘Filthy Jew!’ pulled out his pistol and fired two shots at the glass.)


    


    Heydrich succeeded in reaching the rank of second lieutenant, but a sexual relationship with the daughter of a prominent shipyard director forced him to resign his naval commission.


    


    In 1931, aged twenty-seven, Heydrich joined the Nazi Party. He succeeded in impressing Heinrich Himmler with his obvious ability, intellect and drive, so that Himmler tasked Heydrich with creating the intelligence gathering organization known as the SD (Sicherheitsdienst).


    


    Huge dossiers were subsequently created, full of information concerning all those deemed to pose even the slightest ‘threat’ to Adolf Hitler and the Nazi Party as a whole. Heydrich also delighted in quietly collecting information concerning the sexual proclivities of various high-ranking Party members.


    


    His Jewish appearance again caused him problems, with a whispering campaign that there was Jewish blood on his father’s side of the family. Himmler, however, ultimately decided to disregard such rumors, writing thoughtfully in one report concerning Heydrich:


    


    ‘…He is an extremely talented but also very dangerous individual, whose gifts the Party must retain...’


    


    When the Nazis seized power in 1933, Heydrich immersed himself in arranging the mass arrests of all those – Catholic priests to communists – who had opposed Hitler. Such people were shipped to concentration camps such as Dachau where (if they survived the brutal conditions, and indeed were ultimately released) their will was broken, and all resistance to this new regime stripped away from them.


    


    Heydrich became a figure feared as much by those within the Party as the general German public. He’d an extremely intimidating stare, and regarded every woman he met as a potential bedmate. Those women who resisted his advances usually received a visit from the Gestapo shortly afterwards.


    


    Heydrich the Jew-hater established the Gestapo Office of Jewish Emigration, whose chief purpose was to ensure that all Jews trying to leave Germany were first stripped of their wealth.


    


    A skilled manipulator of people and events, often on an international scale, Heydrich engineered the fake Polish attack on a German radio station at Gleiwitz, Germany, a mile from the Polish border. This gave Hitler the excuse he needed to launch a Nazi invasion of Poland on September 1, 1939.


    


    Heydrich ordered Polish Jews to be shot, sent to concentration camps or herded into ghettos where disease and starvation were epidemic. He also created the Einsatz death-squads, which followed the German army into invaded territory with the express purpose of ‘liquidating’ any ‘racial or political’ undesirables.


    


    Usually, in an occupied village or town, a commander of one of the Einsatz units would demand that all Jews present themselves for the purpose of their ‘resettlement’.


    


    Once they had then handed over all their valuables, they would be made to strip and taken to a pre-dug ditch, in which their bodies would be thrown after they had been shot in the back of the head or neck. Hundreds of thousands of men, women and children were murdered in this way. (The Einsatz units actually had bets between them, concerning which team of men could get the highest ‘kill-count’.)
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    An Einsatz ‘death-squad’ at work.


    



    


    Declared Heydrich to his subordinate Adolf Eichmann (revealed by Eichmann during his trial for war crimes):


    


    ‘…The Fuhrer has ordered the physical extermination of the Jews…’


    


    Accordingly, on January 20, 1942, Heydrich convened the Wannsee Conference in Berlin with other top Nazi bureaucrats. The subject for discussion Endlosung – the ‘Final Solution’ – and the desired extermination of some 11,000,000 Jews across Europe and the Soviet Union.


    


    Stated Heydrich during this meeting:


    


    ‘…Europe should be combed of Jews from east to west…


    


    SS Obergruppenführer Heydrich (as he now was) was responsible for apprehending the resistance movement within the former Czechoslovakia. He frequently traveled between his home country and his headquarters in Prague in an open-topped Mercedes, refusing any accompanying guard so confident was he that no one would dare try to attack him.


    


    On May 27, 1942, however, a team of Free Czech agents, trained in England, attacked his car as Heydrich slowed down to negotiate a bend. The agents first fired upon the vehicle, and then threw a converted anti-tank mine at it. Wounded, Heydrich nevertheless succeeded in drawing his own pistol and returning fire.


    


    Heydrich developed blood poisoning from tiny shards of steel (from the bomb), along with bits of his own uniform, which were lodged in his spleen. He died June 4, aged thirty-eight, with 152 Jews in Berlin being executed in ‘revenge’ that same day. The Free Czech agents who attacked Heydrich were also hunted down and killed, with anyone even suspected of having assisted them being murdered. As a rough estimate, some 1000 people paid the price for Heydrich’s death.


    


    Still this ‘revenge’ for Heydrich’s death was deemed insufficient. So falsely accusing the Czech mining village of Lidice (located some twenty-kilometers northwest of Prague) of having assisted Heydrich’s assassins, Hitler ordered that all of its male inhabitants over the age of sixteen were to be shot. The women were sent to Ravensbruck, where most died. Lidice’s buildings were then dynamited, the remains being flattened and covered over with soil and grain.


    


    By the time the German forces had finished, it was as though the little village of Lidice had never existed. Even its name was removed from all maps. Such was the scale of the revenge exacted by the Nazis for the death of Reinhard Heydrich.


    



    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    



    


    Himmler, Heinrich
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    Born October 7, 1900, the son of a Roman Catholic schoolteacher, Himmler served in a reserve battalion during the First World War. This meant that he never saw actual combat. (His brother Gebhard, on the other hand, received the Iron Cross for his conspicuous bravery on the infamous Western Front.)


    


    Himmler then had a succession of jobs, including working as an apprentice chicken farmer. He suffered all his life from poor health, particularly stomach complaints.


    


    Dissatisfied with his appearance (which was somewhat different to the strapping Aryan stereotype he so admired), Himmler also had a habit of covering his chin in photographs – with his hand, in an effected ‘thoughtful’ pose – as he considered that it looked ‘weak’.


    


    By the time Himmler joined the Nazi Party, in August 1923, his diary entries were reflecting his growing anti-Semitism. Rejecting his parents’ religious faith, he instead immersed himself in German mythology, and an interest in the occult.


    


    Himmler succeeded in becoming head of the Schutzstaffel (‘SS’) in 1929. Under his direction, the SS grew from having less than 300 members (originally, it was intended only to serve as Hitler’s personal bodyguard) to being a powerful group with its own military.


    


    After Hitler was made Chancellor in 1933, Himmler (by now as rabidly anti-Semitic as anyone in the Nazi Party) created Dachau, the first concentration camp.
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    Himmler visits Dachau concentration camp, pictured here beside an inmate.


    



    


    It was Himmler who was the mastermind of the propaganda machine created in a bid to provide seemingly ‘just cause’ for the September 1, 1939 German invasion of Poland.


    


    For months previously, the German public was ceaselessly informed of how the Poles were conducting what almost amounted to an ‘ethnic cleansing’ of all Germans living in Poland.


    


    Then – in the final stage of what was actually called ‘Operation Himmler’, such was the Reichsführer’s influence in its creation (Reichsführer had by now become Himmler’s official title, and one which meant he was answerable only to Hitler) – German soldiers donned Polish military uniforms before conducting various mock ‘attacks’ on buildings along the German-Polish border. They left behind ‘Polish casualties’ – actually former concentration inmates who’d first been gassed, and then shot for ‘appearance’.


    


    Himmler was instrumental in creating Endlosung, the ‘Final Solution’. As Germany invaded more countries, and the resettlement of Germans in captured territory was planned, Himmler observed dispassionately:


    


    ‘…It is a matter of existence, and so it will be a racial struggle of pitiless severity, in the course of which 20 to 30 million Slavs and Jews will perish through military actions and crises of food supply…’


    


    He also used men from captured countries to swell the numbers of his Waffen SS units – in particular from Lithuania, who provided some 50,000 soldiers.


    


    Although Himmler could talk quite freely about the proposed extermination of millions of people, he did not have the stomach to observe such ‘actions’ close up. Left nauseated after witnessing the shooting of some hundred Jews at Minsk in August 1941, he wondered about the mental trauma such shootings would have on his SS men. It was then that the idea of gassing was seriously considered.


    


    As the defeat of Germany became certain, Himmler attempted to conduct ‘peace talks’ with the Allies. Furious, Hitler had his former favorite stripped of all his powers. (In fact, outside of ‘official business’, Hitler and Himmler were never very close. They rarely saw each other socially, with Hitler going so far as to call Himmler’s beliefs in the occult ‘absurd’.)


    


    Himmler committed suicide, by biting on a cyanide pill, while in custody, May 23, 1945. He was buried in an unmarked grave, the precise location of which remains unknown.


    



    

  


  
    



    



    


    Hoess, Rudolf
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    ‘…I was in command of Auschwitz until December I, 1943. By a rough estimate, approximately 2,500,000 victims were executed there by gassing and burning; another half million succumbed to starvation and disease, making a total dead of about 3,000,000…


    



    


    Born into a strict Catholic family, Hoess’s father intended for him to enter the priesthood. While in his teens, however, Hoess found himself questioning his belief in religion.


    


    He fought in the First World War, serving in Baghdad and Palestine aged just fifteen; and refusing to accept the Versailles Treaty, following Germany’s defeat, became a member of the Freikorps (‘Free Corps’), volunteer military units, committing acts of sabotage against Friedrich Ebert’s government. (Ebert was the first president of Germany.)


    


    Such activities saw Hoess arrested and sentenced to ten years imprisonment. While confined Hoess had a nervous breakdown, ‘talking’ with his deceased parents and rediscovering (albeit only temporarily) his belief in God.


    


    In 1928, after six years, Hoess was suddenly released due to a political amnesty. Joining the Nazi Party in 1932, he succeeded in making a strong impression on Heinrich Himmler, who consequently got him a coveted position (with an excellent salary) at the Dachau concentration camp.


    


    The ill-treatment of the prisoners there caused Hoess some initial discomfort, and he later confessed to turning ‘hot and cold’ upon witnessing a screaming prisoner being flogged.


    


    Hoess soon learnt to ‘mask’ such feelings, such was his total obedience and belief in the Nazi Party. Posted to Sachsenhausen concentration camp, in 1940 he was informed that he was to become Commandant at a camp currently being constructed in a somewhat remote and swampy area of Poland. The name of this camp – Auschwitz.


    


    Like Hermann Göring, Hoess did not possess any particular, possibly innate dislike for the Jews.


    


    ‘…I would like to stress that I have never personally hated the Jews. But I did view them as being the enemy of our nation… In any case, the actual feeling of hatred is not in me…’


    


    Instead, Hoess viewed the proposed, systematic destruction of the entire Jewish race with almost scientific detachment – merely an order to be obeyed and carried out with absolute efficiency. So he was able to live, with his wife and five children, at a villa situated a short walk from Auschwitz’s crematoria.


    


    Said Hoess at his trial, concerning the thousands of inmates gassed and otherwise murdered at Auschwitz on a weekly basis:


    


    ‘…None of us actually cared for this sort of work, of course, and yet you became desensitized to it…’
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    Hoess on the gallows, April 16, 1947.


    



    


    Following Germany’s defeat, Hoess went into hiding as a farm worker, but was soon discovered. He was arrested in 1946 by the British Field Security Police.


    


    Before his inevitable conviction and execution for war crimes, Hoess wrote his autobiography. It is strangely ‘mechanical’ document, with pages painstakingly describing the various complexities of running a concentration camp the size and scale of Auschwitz, accompanied with periodic complaints concerning the endless bureaucracy and ‘red tape’.


    


    Although the American military psychologist Gustave Gilbert – who conducted extensive interviews with Hoess (along with other Nazi war criminals) during the former camp Commandant’s trial – referred to Hoess as being basically ‘psychotic’, Hoess nevertheless made the following statement shortly before his execution:


    


    ‘…It is a tragedy that although I am by nature a gentle and good-natured person, I became a terrible destroyer of human beings… Someone who carried out every order to exterminate people no matter what...’


    



    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    



    Mengele, Josef (the ‘Angel of Death’)
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    The eldest of three children, Mengele was born March 16, 1911. His father was a prosperous manufacturer of farming implements. Academically gifted, Mengele studied medicine and philosophy at the University of Munich, gaining his Ph.d in physical anthropology.


    


    He then concentrated on the study of genetics, in particular with regard to such abnormalities as cleft lips and chins.


    


    Following the outbreak of the Second World War, Mengele (a member of the Nazi Party since 1937) volunteered for service in the Waffen SS. He was awarded the Iron Cross, saving two German soldiers from a burning tank.


    


    Seriously wounded in 1942, and thus declared unfit for further active service, Mengele applied to join the ‘concentration camp service’ upon his recovery. In such a way, he realized, could he continue his research into genetics.


    


    His application was accepted, and he was sent to the Auschwitz concentration camps. Here, Mengele was made Standortartz (SS garrison physician), but was soon much better known among the inmates as the ‘Angel of Death’.


    


    While whistling and smiling, he supervised the ‘Selections’, where new arrivals at the camp – disembarking from the hideous cattle-trucks in which they’d been crammed for days or even weeks on end – were divided into two groups.


    


    These two groups comprised those whom Mengele and the other doctors deemed fit to work at Auschwitz – and those who were sent straight to the gas chambers.


    


    The latter group usually included the elderly, the sick, pregnant women and young children. But often Mengele saved what he termed ‘beautiful specimens’ for his experiments: young twins, dwarfs and those with an ‘interesting’ disability or abnormality.


    


    To those children he selected for his experiments, he initially displayed smiley affection, ensuring that they were comfortably housed in a block removed from the other prisoners, and bringing them sweets and clothing. The children were encouraged to call him ‘Uncle Mengele’.


    


    But the experiments he performed, however, (on children as well as adults) pass beyond the realm of nightmare. Limbs and organs were removed without anesthetic; men were castrated and sex-change operations attempted; chemicals injected into the eyes in a bid to change the color of the iris (Mengele had a particular fascination with heterochromia, a condition in which an individual’s irises are of a different color); inmates burnt with phosphorus to see how such injuries might best be treated…


    


    Two Russian POWs, kept naked in an ice-bath to judge the effects of such exposure, pleaded ‘Won’t you just kill us at last?’ Mengele ‘sewed’ two young Roma gypsy twins together, back to back, in an attempt to ‘create’ conjoined twins. The children died from gangrene after several days of agony.


    


    None of the above caused Mengele the slightest concern. As anti-Semitic as any Nazi, he also held the usual contempt for ‘Slavs’, gypsies, homosexuals and all those others deemed ‘undesirable’ by the Nazis.


    


    All his experiments, he claimed, were focused only on establishing Aryan racial superiority. If in doing so he was required to personally kill fourteen sets of young twins in just one evening, by a chloroform injection to the heart, then so be it. Afterwards he would leave his ‘research laboratory’ whistling, cigarette in hand.
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    U.S poster offering a reward for Mengele’s capture, following the end of the Second World War and his escape from Germany.


    



    


    Mengele managed to evade the Allied forces at the end of the war, and after working as a farmhand under an assumed name, he fled Germany on April 17, 1949.


    


    With a passport which gave his name as ‘Helmut Gregor’, he went to Buenos Aires, where he worked in a succession of jobs, from carpenter to part-owner of a pharmaceutical company.


    


    Famous Nazi-hunter Simon Wiesenthal finally tracked Mengele down. (The Allies had stated several times, during the Nuremberg Trails, that they firmly believed the Auschwitz doctor to be dead). Mengele thus fled to Paraguay


    


    In failing health, Mengele drowned after suffering a stroke while swimming at a vacation resort near Bertioga, Brazil, February 7, 1979.


    


    For several years afterwards, rumors persisted that he was still alive. But the location of his grave was discovered (some friends revealing its location under police interrogation), and it was exhumed, the remains tested and declared to almost certainly be those of Josef Mengele. (This was conclusively confirmed through the checking of DNA evidence in 1992.)


    


    Until his death, therefore, Mengele had evaded capture for thirty-four years.


    


    The dead doctor’s infamy only spread further when, in 1978, ‘he’ became a leading character in the bestselling novel (and subsequent movie) The Boys from Brazil, in which ‘Mengele’ creates clones of Adolf Hitler in a laboratory in Brazil.


    


    In February 2010, a 180-page volume of Mengele's diary sold at auction for an undisclosed sum to the grandson of a Holocaust survivor.


    



    



    

  


  
    



    



    



    


    Tesch, Bruno
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    Born August 14, 1890, Bruno Emil Tesch studied chemistry at Berlin University. He founded the company Tesch and Stabenow, in Hamburg, with Paul Stabenow. Tesch and Stabenow was basically a pest-control company specializing in fumigating commercial properties – for example the cavernous warehouses in the Port of Hamburg.


    


    While investigating how hydrogen cyanide might be used as one such fumigation agent, Tesch and two others discovered a way in which the gas could be manufactured (and sold) in solid form.


    


    In 1925, Tesch and Stabenow received exclusive rights to distribute the insecticide crystals called ‘Zyklon B’ east of the Elbe River. Stabenow left the company he’d helped to create in 1927; in 1942 Tesch would assume full ownership.


    


    Following the end of the war, it was claimed that memorandums had passed between Tesch and a senior Wehrmacht officer, concerning the viability of using Zyklon B to kill humans.
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    Zyklon B ‘insecticide crystals’.


    



    


    Arrested by the British occupation authorities on September 3, 1945, Tesch was subsequently released on October 1, 1945. The relief he must undoubtedly have felt was short-lived, however – for he was re-arrested on October 6.


    


    Evidence against him had become damning: in particular, it was proved that Tesch had, in 1942, written a ‘travelogue’ detailing his knowledge of the killing of people by means of Zyklon-B.


    


    He was tried by a British military tribunal in Hamburg, March 1 – 8, 1946. Found guilty, Tesch was executed by British hangman Albert Pierrepoint on May 16, 1946.
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